2017 Farmer Panel, Empire Farm Days
Cover Crop:
1. Your name and farm name

2. Relative size of operation cropland acres, milking cows (if applicable) 

3. Type of farm, 

a. Dairy, Cash crop, fruit, vegetable, other.

4. How long have you implemented cover crops on the farm? What type of cover crops to you utilize? And WHY?
5. Why are you using cover crops?

a. Animal feed

b. Erosion issues

c. Nutrient traps

d. Other(s)____________

6. What are the obstacles do you find to adopting or using more cover crops?
a. Pros. vs. Cons.

7. What type of cover crop seeding equipment do you use? (No-till, broadcast, aerway, conventional drill).

8. What were the changes you made to your operation to fit cover cropping into the farming system?

a. Changes/modification to equipment

b. Rotations

c. Shorter maturing crops

d. Growing your own for seed

9. Do you use reduced tillage and how has that affected cover crop management
10. Have you noticed changes in how your soils are performing since using these practices?

a. Improved infiltration/less runoff

b. Less erosion

c. Improved nutrient cycling

d. Reduced fertilizer use

e. Reduced compaction

11. Where did you learn or get information about cover cropping?

12. Do you meet or communicate with farmers in your area or other areas about soil health/conservation practices?

13. Did you notice any differences in your fields based on cover cropping compared to neighboring fields without

Reduced Tillage:

1. Your name and farm name

2. Type of farm, 

a. Dairy, Cash crop, fruit, vegetable, other.

3. How long have you implemented reduced tillage, no-till, zone tillage on the farm? What type of equipment do you utilize? And WHY?

4. What are the obstacles do you find to adopting or using more reduced tillage?

a. Pros. vs. Cons.

5. Have you incorporated cover crops into your system? 
6. What challenges did you find related to reduced tillage and cover crops.
 termination issues
 residue issues
7. What were the changes you made to your operation to fit reduced tillage into the farming system?

a. Changes/modification to equipment

b. Rotations

c. Shorter maturing crops

d. Growing your own for seed

8. What are your main reasons or benefits for adopting reduced tillage?

a. Erosion control

b. Save time

c. Fuel

9. Have you intergraded fertilizer into your reduced tillage practices?

a. Liquid injection system (no-till, zone till)

b. Precision placed

10. Have you noticed changes in how your soils are performing since using these practices?

a. Improved infiltration/less runoff

b. Less erosion

c. Improved nutrient cycling

d. Reduced fertilizer use

e. Reduced compaction

11. Where did you learn or get information about reduced tillage?

12. Do you meet or communicate with farmers in your area or other areas about soil health/conservation practices?

13. Manure considerations in relation to reduced tillage
14. Did you notice any differences in your fields based on reduced tillage compared to neighboring fields without

