Some Key Resources for Organic Horticulture

The CD-ROM Organic Vegetable Production and Marketing in the South includes an extensive listing of print and on-line resources, and full text of several key articles and publications. Following are some additional resources.

Extension Service Web Site (http://www.extension.org)

Also known as eXtension, the Extension Service Website now includes an Organic Agriculture resource area, (http://www.extension.org/organic production), which offers articles and videos published through eOrganic, a network of organic agricultural scientists and practitioners who are developing technical information specifically for certified organic production.  


As of January 2010, more than 200 articles and video clips on organic vegetable production and organic dairy production have been posted.  Topic areas include:  introduction to organic agriculture (http://www.extension.org/article/18674) soil and fertility management (…/18602), cover crops (…/18545), weed management (…/19642), insect management (…/18593), plant disease management (…/18592), organic certification (…/18589), and others.  The work of eOrganic in developing new content is ongoing, and will expand the range of production systems and specific topics covered.

In addition, the following on-line curricula in sustainable agriculture are available through eXtension.  Users need to acquire a password from eXtension to access these courses.

Sustainable Agriculture: Basic Principles and Concept Overview  

http://campus.extension.org/course/view.php?id=144
Integrated Pest Management for Organic Crops (Southern Region SARE)

http://campus.extension.org/course/view.php?id=92
Strategic Farm/Ranch Business Planning and Marketing

http://campus.extension.org/course/view.php?id=145

Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) (http://www.sare.org)

SARE has published several valuable manuals and bulletins through its publication and outreach arm, the Sustainable Agriculture Network. Titles include:


Building Soils for Better Crops, 3rd ed., F. Magdoff & H. Van Es, 2009.  294 pp.


Managing Cover Crops Profitably, 3rd ed., A. Clark, ed., 2007.  212 pp. 


Steel in the Field, G. Bowman, 1997.  128 pp.


Crop Rotation on Organic Farms: a Planning Manual, C. L. Mohler & S. E. Johnson, 2009. 156 pp.


Manage Insects on Your Farm: a Guide to Ecological Strategies.  128 pp.  


Transitioning to Organic Production.  31 pp (bulletin).


Diversifying Cropping Systems. 19 pp (bulletin).


Visit http://www.sare.org/publications/ for a complete listing, or to obtain copies.


SARE also maintains a database of completed project reports, which include lots of valuable information, at: http://www.sare.org/projects/.
National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service (www.attra.org)

Also known as ATTRA, and operated by the National Center for Alternative Technology.  ATTRA publishes bulletins on a wide range of topics, available at the web site, and offers telephone consulting to farmers, toll free at 1-800-346-9140.  


Topics covered by in-depth bulletins include organic production of a wide range of vegetable, fruit, and agronomic crops; greenhouse production; sustainable soil, pest, weed, and crop disease management; composting, cover crops and conservation tillage in organic systems; marketing and business management; information for farmers seeking to participate in the CSP and EQIP Organic Initiative; and more.  New articles and updates are posted each year. 
Cornell University

Four Cornell University Organic Production Guides were posted in 2009, covering cucurbit crops (primarily cucumber and winter squash), snap bean, shell pea, and carrot.  The guides include extensive information on cover crops, nutrient (NPK) budgeting and management for organic production, and pests and diseases of each specific crop.


http://nysipm.cornell.edu/organic_guide/.  


Charles L. Mohler and Antonio DiTommaso of Cornell University are preparing an excellent manual, Manage Weeds on Your Farm: a Guide to Ecological Strategies. Chapters will cover the biology and ecology of agricultural weeds, cultural and mechanical weed management, and thoroughly researched biographies of over 75 major weed species.  Publication through SARE / SAN is anticipated in 2012. 
North Carolina State University, Center for Ecological Farming Systems (CEFS)

CEFS has produced an Organic Production Guide, which was updated and expanded in 2008. It is available at http://www.cefs.ncsu.edu/resourcesorganicproduction.htm.  Chapters include: 

Composting on Organic Farms

Cover Crops for Organic Farms

Crop Rotations on Organic Farms

Conservation Tillage on Organic Farms

Soil Quality Considerations

Soil Fertility on Organic Farms

Livestock Production on Organic Farms

Organic Weed Management

Organic Insect Management. 
Organic Farming Research Foundation (www.ofrf.org)


OFRF posts report summaries for OFRF-funded research projects that have been completed, including studies on fertility management; weed, pest and disease management; organic farming systems; and farmer education.  http://ofrf.org/funded/funded.html.  


OFRF also maintains vital, up-to-date information on USDA programs related to organic.
Virginia Association for Biological Farming (www.vabf.org)

VABF has published information sheets on cover crops, soil, and organic production of several vegetable crops in Tidewater, Piedmont and Appalachian regions of Virginia. 


Current titles, available at http://www.vabf.org/docs-intro, include:


Cover Cropping: On-farm, Solar-powered Soil Building



How to Use a Soil Test 
 

Cover Crops for All Seasons 


Using Manually-Operated Seeders for Precision Cover Crop Plantings on the Small Farm
  

Tomatoes: Organic Production in Virginia 
  

Onions: Organic Production in Virginia 
  

Lettuce: Organic Production in Virginia 
 

Asparagus: Organic Production in Virginia


Reduced Tillage and Cover Cropping Systems for Organic Vegetable Production


Recommended Articles and Resources for Pest Management on Organic Farms

Mary E. Barbercheck.  2009.  Biological Control of Insect Pests.  http://www.extension.org/article/18931.

Brian Calsewll, Emily Brown Rosen, Eric Sideman, Anthony Shelton, and Christine Smart.  2005.  Resource Guide for Organic Insect and Disease Management.  New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, http://www.nysaes.cornell.edu.  169 pp.

Rex Dufour. 2001.  Bio-intensive Integrated Pest Management.  Available through ATTRA at http://www.attra.org/attra-pub/PDF/ipm.pdf.

Organic IPM Field Guide. http://www.attra.org/attra-pub/summaries/organic_ipm.html.

Geoff Zehnder and others. 2008.  Integrated Pest Management for Organic Crops On-line curriculum listed above under eXtension.

Dr. Richard McDonald, Symbiont Biological Pest Management Company. http://www.drmcbug.com/.  Excellent information and photos of key pests, beneficials, and farmscape plants, including life cycles and integrated pest management strategies.
Some Sources for Ecological Pest Management Products


Arbico Organics, 1-800-827-2847, http://www.arbico-organics.com
Wide range of beneficials, best price on beneficial nematodes.


The Beneficial Insect Company, Glendale Springs, NC.  http://www.thebeneficialinsectco.com/  Local source of several beneficial insects.


IPM Laboratories, 1- 315-497-2063, http://www.ipmlabs.com/home.php
Beneficial insects for control of greenhouse plant pests and livestock pests.


Rincon Vitova, 1- 800-248-2847, http://www.rinconvitova.com/
Wide range of beneficials, also seed mixes for farmscape plantings.


Seven Springs Farm, 540-651-3228, www.7springsfarm.com.  Low impact pest controls.
