2009 NE-SARE Organic Vegetable Weed Control Plots

Rutgers
•
Plot 1 — stale seedbed — this plot will be made into a seedbed sometime in early July. This plot will be kept weed free prior to seedbed formation with tillage and herbicide. After seedbed is formed it will be kept weed free with only herbicide. Weeds will not be allowed to develop seeds — this is critically important. Roundup is being used in place of flaming. 
•
Plot 2 — continuous tillage - this plot will be kept weed free with the use of tillage and Roundup as required. It is also important to prevent weed seeds from forming as in plot number one. However this plot will be kept in rough condition with no seedbed preparation until 2010.
•
Plot 3 — cover cropping — this plot will be continuously cover cropped with two or three different cover crops established. This plot will demonstrate cover cropping as a method of reducing weed populations. We will cover crop after tillage with a short cover crop that is seeded at a high rate to prevent weed emergence. Then a second cover crop will be established in the fall again at a high seeding population to overwinter the field. Ed and I will discuss species of cover crops and management.
•
Plot 4 — mulching plots — this plot will be subdivided into three different mulching techniques - clean straw applied thick enough to prevent any weeds from emerging — clean straw applied to allow some weed emergence — dirty mulch hay with weed seeds. These plots will be further subdivided next year.
•
Plot 5— fallow — this plot will be let go to become weedy with weed seeds disseminated we may want to mow this plot at about 10 to 12 inches but I'm not sure. We will need to look at it and manage it so weed seeds do not disseminate into the other plots.  That is why it will be on the southern end of the field.  An extra wide buffer will also assist.
Rutgers Plot Plan 2009 organic vegetable weed control plots:
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