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FARMINGTON -- After years of planning, fresh local produce, eggs, dairy and baked goods are now a mouse click away. 

The Western Maine Market, a project of the Western Mountains Alliance, is a fledgling, but working, virtual farmers' market, at www.westernmainemarket.com. Customers order online after product listings become available on Friday afternoons. BJ Bangs is a site coordinator for the volunteers who help organize and ready the items for the Tuesday afternoon pickup.

"Farmers decide what and how much they can offer for purchase, and we put that information on the Web site as soon as we can on Fridays," Bangs said. "People can check the Web site to see what's available and make purchases online until Monday at 9 a.m."

Project volunteers call farmers to tell them what quantities to deliver for pickup on Tuesday afternoons. Currently, the Web site uses only PayPal, an online payment agent, Bangs said. Customers can pick up their orders from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesdays at the back entrance of Tranten's Store on Main Street in Farmington. Each customers is asked to take a cloth or plastic bag for their orders.

"This is so exciting, because so much work went into the planning of this," Alliance project organizer Tricia Cook said. "Summertime outdoor farmers markets are popular, but potential customers can't always get there, or produce and other goods could be sold out when they do get there."

The Web site provides a profile of each of the farmers, bakers and producers who provide the food -- fresh lettuce and spinach from the Marble Family Farm, fresh eggs from the Lone Antler Farm, baked goods from the Knowlton Corner Farm, and frozen organic wild blueberries from Blue Sky Produce are a few of the selections, Cook said.

"Since we're just getting this Web site started, it is inevitable that kinks will arise," Cook said. "We're asking for the public's patience and support as the site continues to evolve."

The Alliance received financial support from Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education. The project would not have been possible without the help of a dedicated volunteer advisory board, farmers and community volunteers, Cook said.

Contact Tricia Cook or Elizabeth Kelley at the Western Maine Market, 778-3885 or info@westernmainemarket.com, for more information.
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