Summary of Agricultural Easements already implemented

	Name
	Location
	Land owner
	Main activity
	Total area of farm - ranch
	Total area protected
	Organization acquiring easement
	Type of easement
	Total cost
	Benefits to land owner
	Year

	Haleakala Ranch
	Maui
	Baldwin family
	Cattle, tourism and conservation
	30,000 acres
	5,000 acres
	The Nature Conservancy
	Donation
	
	Tax deduction, lower property value = less development pressure
	1983

	Pu’u O Hoku Ranch
	Molokai
	Lavinia Currier
	Cattle - Conservation
	13,000 acres
	87 acres
	MCLT
	Donation
	
	Tax deduction, lower property value = less development pressure
	 2006

	HARC
	Kunia, Oahu
	HARC
	Research
	108 acres
	108 acres
	Legacy Land 
	Purchase
	$1.1 million from ADC (USDA)
	lower property value = less development pressure
	2007

	Pu’u O Hoku Ranch
	Molokai
	Lavinia Currier
	Cattle - Conservation
	13,000 acres
	2,800 acres
	MCLT
	Donation
	
	Tax deduction, lower property value = less development pressure
	Dec 2007

	Ulupalakua Ranch
	Maui
	Pardee Erdman
	Cattle - winery
	18,000 acres =

16000 + 2000 leased
	11,038 acres
	Maui Coastal Land Trust (MCLT)
	Donation
	
	Tax deduction, lower property value = less development pressure
	Nov 2009

	Kuka’iau Ranch
	Big Island
	David and Josephine DeLuz
	Pasture and conservation
	10,200 acres
	4,500 acres
	The Nature Conservancy
	Donation
	
	Tax deduction, lower property value = less development pressure
	Dec 2009

	Sunset Ranch
	Oahu
	Greg Pietsch (Pietsch Properties LLC)
	Ag – Tourism and conservation
	30 acres
	27 acres
	NSCLT,  MCLT, TPL, CWNL,  FRPP and LLCF
	 Purchase 
	Unknown
	Tax deduction, lower property value = less development pressure
	Jul 2010

	Kainalu Ranch
	Molokai
	Kip Dunbar
	Cattle - Conservation
	1200 acres (614 in watershed conservation)
	168 acres
	MCLT
	Purchase
	$2.3 million (FRPP program, $1.2 from USDA and $1.1 from LLCP
	Tax deduction, lower property value = less development pressure
	


Pu’u O Hoku Ranch

The largest and most stunning easement agreement in the history of the Maui Coastal Land Trust (MCLT) was quietly completed in December, 2007.   2,800 acres of East Molokai's Pu`u O Hoku Ranch will remain forever in open space and agriculture thanks to a conservation easement agreement between MCLT and ranch owner Lavinia Currier.

The protected lands lie along the southeastern slope of the island both mauka and makai of Kamehameha V Highway encompassing over 3 miles of shoreline, pasturelands and hillsides climbing to the edge of the Molokai Forest Reserve. Pu`u O Hoku Ranch will continue to own and work the land in an ecologically sensitive manner continuing their efforts in organic farming and cattle ranching.

Pu`u O Hoku Ranch conveyed a similar easement with MCLT in 2006 to protect 87 coastal acres adjacent to Pohakupili Bay. "My children, our manager and staff at Pu`u O Hoku, and our neighbors on the east end have all contributed to support my vision to preserve these beautiful lands of Molokai." said Currier. "We are fortunate to be working within several intact ahupua'a and watershed systems which we hope not only to preserve in open space but to restore to a healthy natural habitat for future generations. We look forward to our continued collaboration with MCLT to accomplish that goal."

To support MCLT's ongoing responsibilities to monitor the activities in the easement areas, the Ranch will donate $ 75,000 to the MCLT stewardship endowment fund.

Pu`u O Hoku Ranch encompasses 13,000 acres at Molokai's east end. It has remained intact since the original royal land grant in the 1800's to Paul Fagan. Currier purchased Pu`u O Hoku Ranch in 1987 from George Murphy who maintained the land in cattle ranching since the 1950s. Archeological studies of the area are sparse, but eastern Molokai supported thriving Hawaiian communities prior to western contact. All documented sites will continue to be protected including "Ulukukui o Lanikaula" the sacred kukui grove said to be the burial place of the famous 16th century Hawaiian prophet Lanikaula.
Ulupalakua Ranch

Maui creates Hawaii's largest conservation easement

From Associated Press Sunday, November 29, 2009

By Audrey McAvoy - Associated Press

HONOLULU — A ranch owner concerned about construction in parts of upcountry Maui signed over 12,000 acres of his property to a Hawaii land trust Saturday, creating the state's largest conservation easement.

Pardee Erdman, owner of the Ulupalakua Ranch, told The Maui News that he approached the Maui Coastal Land Trust almost two years ago after watching parts of the island become carved up by giant homes or exclusive subdivisions.

"We saw development creeping up, and we didn't want it to happen here," he said.

The land trust will monitor the property to make sure the land is preserved in perpetuity. The agreement quadruples the area under the trust's management.

The property, in the hills above the posh resort communities of Wailea and Makena, is particularly valuable for preserving Maui's natural resources because it includes one of the state's few remaining dry forests. The dry forest in the ranch is home to rare sandalwood and other native trees.

Mark White, director of the Nature Conservancy's Maui program, said Hawaii has already lost about 90 percent of its dry forests.

"The dry forests that remain are pretty beat up and fragmented," White said. "Any dry forest left in Hawaii is significant."

The Erdman family is giving up all rights to subdivide the property and develop homes on the land. They will be able to continue to use the land for agriculture and will reserve the right to build renewable energy projects.

In return, the landowners will be entitled to tax benefits. Future owners also will have to abide by the terms of the conservation easement.

The ranch is Maui's second largest cattle ranch, with about 6,000 acres of the property used primarily for cattle grazing and farming. The rest encompasses Auwahi, an entire ahupuaa, which is a traditional Hawaiian mountain-to-ocean farming and residential development. Few ahupuaa remain intact today on any island.

Early Hawaiians planted sweet potatoes and dry land taro in the area. They also harvested wood, birds and pigs from the forests.

More than 34 million acres of land across the country are protected by agreements similar to Erdman's. The state's largest conservation easement so far is the 8,304-acre Puu Kukui Watershed Preserve, which was set aside by Maui Land & Pineapple under an agreement with the Nature Conservancy in 1992.

The Erdman family has owned Ulupalakua Ranch since 1963, when it was purchased from the Baldwin family. The ranch runs 2,300 brood cows, most of which are sold to Maui Cattle Company. The company is owned by Ulupalakua and six other Hawaii ranches.
Kainalu Ranch

Deal saves Molokai land from future developers

The purchase is the first use of state land conservation funds

Associated Press

KAINALU, Molokai » A 168-acre swath of land on Molokai's southeastern shore will be shielded from development forever after a nonprofit organization used state and federal grant money to purchase development rights for the property.

The $2.3 million deal marks the first time state legacy land conservation funds have been used. It's also the first time federal farm protection funds have been used in Hawaii.

The Maui Coastal Land Trust bought the development rights from Kainalu Ranch landowner Kip Dunbar, a third-generation rancher. Dunbar and future landowners retain the rights to use the land for agriculture.

Dale Bonar, trust executive director, said the arrangement doesn't allow landowners to make as much money as they might by developing the property. But he said it provides landowners with an incentive to stay in farming.

"Just as important, it may be the only way heirs could keep the land since its value is reduced, thus reducing probate taxes," Bonar said.

The trust announced the deal Friday, a week after the permanent conservation easement was recorded at the state Bureau of Conveyances.

Trust officials declined to disclose the agreement terms. But Molly Schmidt, state legacy land conservation program coordinator, told the Maui News the price amounted to $2.3 million.

"Though my children and I have no intentions of leaving Molokai, this agreement has given us the assurance that these lands will remain in agriculture and open space no matter who may come to own them in the future," Dunbar said.

The state Legacy Lands program contributed $1.1 million of the price. The U.S. Department of Agriculture's farm and ranch lands protection program chipped in the remaining $1.2 million. Ten percent of the real estate conveyance tax taken in the state, about $5 million annually, goes to the legacy lands fund.

Launched in 2005, the program is tasked with awarding grants to state agencies, the counties and nonprofit land conservation organizations to buy land considered significant. For example, the property must be culturally important, scenically beautiful or have wide open space.

The federal farm and ranch lands protection program aims to preserve farmland for agriculture and keep farmers and ranchers in the agriculture business.

The funds must go toward land that is privately owned, large enough to sustain agricultural production, accessible to markets, and has adequate infrastructure and agricultural support services.

Landowners retain rights to use the property for agriculture in perpetuity.

"Keeping agricultural lands available for our grandchildren and their grandchildren is critical for sustaining Hawaii's future," said Larry Yamamoto, director of the Pacific Island Area office of the Natural Resources Conservation Service.

Kuka’iau Ranch

Kūka‘iau Ranch Conservation Easement Protects 4,500 Acres of Critical Watershed and Native Species

HONOLULU, Hawai‘i – December 29, 2009 – A Hawai‘i Island ranch family that wants to preserve the rural character of the Hāmākua Coast has donated a conservation easement on 4,500 acres of its property to The Nature Conservancy.

David and Josephine DeLuz have owned and operated the 10,200-acre Kūka‘iau Ranch for the past 15 years. But the DeLuzes, who are nearing 80, were concerned about what might happen to their ranch once they pass on.

“We realized that if we didn’t move to protect the ranch now, it could be divided up and sold off for development,” David DeLuz said. “And then it wouldn’t be a ranch anymore. It would be a residential area.”

Kūka‘iau’s agricultural zoning designation allows the ranch to be divided up into 40-acre lots and sold, with one house built on each lot. By placing a conservation easement on 4,500 acres, the DeLuzes have ensured that the land can never be broken up and developed, even if it is eventually sold. It’s the first step in their larger vision to use conservation easements to protect the entire 10,200-acre property.

“Kūka‘iau is a historic ranch,” Josephine DeLuz said. “It’s been a fixture on the Hāmākua Coast for more than 125 years. It’s a place that should be conserved.”

Under terms of the agreement, negotiated with The Nature Conservancy and the Hawai‘i Island Land Trust, the DeLuzes will retain ownership of the land while the Conservancy will monitor and enforce the easement.

John Henshaw, the Conservancy’s director of conservation programs, said the 4,500-acre easement covers the uppermost portions of the ranch, which rise to 8,400 feet elevation and have the greatest conservation value. “About one-quarter of the lands under easement will be managed strictly for conservation,” he said. “The remainder will be restricted to sustainable agriculture and forestry activities with no residential development.”

Located above the Hāmākua Coast on the northeast slopes of Mauna Kea, the ranch comprises the upper portion of the ahupua‘a of Koholālele and Kūka‘iau, whose streams start at the top of the property and flow to the ocean.

The upper levels of this watershed are critical to the groundwater recharge, and the area’s conservation value is substantially enhanced by its connection to the Mauna Kea Forest Reserve and a 5,142-acre mitigation area for the palila, an endangered Hawaiian forest bird.

The land under easement has two dominant tree species, māmane and koa, a variety of native plants, and several species of native birds. The endangered Hawaiian hawk (‘io) is frequently seen hunting on ranch lands, and remnant populations of the palila include the ranch within their home range. The land also contains important cultural sites.

“As landowners, David and Josephine DeLuz understand that large ranches provide a conservation benefit by providing habitat for a wide range of species,” said Henshaw. “They also understand that ranch owners have a responsibility to preserve the special cultural and biological areas on their ranch. And that’s basically what they’re doing.”

Doug Sensenig, executive director of the Hawai‘i Island Land Trust, said the Kūka‘iau agreement marks the first time a Big Island rancher has donated a conservation easement of such size.

“The DeLuzes have put an enormous amount of research and time into making this a model conservation agreement. We hope it can be used by other ranchers on the Big Island as a starting point for discussion of how they might protect their family’s ranching legacy,” he added.

Kūka‘iau Ranch was founded in 1883 and remains one of the islands’ oldest working ranches. Historically, it was one of the most diversified and sustainable ranches in the state, containing a feedlot, meat processing facility, dairy and orchards that supplied fruits and vegetables.

Over the past century, however, unsustainable tree harvesting, numerous fires and continuous grazing have caused erosion problems, loss of stream flow and destruction of native plant seedlings. As a result, established forested land is now less than 2,500 acres, and invasive species continue to put the remaining Kūka‘iau ecosystem at risk.

The DeLuz’s vision is to return the ranch to its former productivity and protect important areas for their historic and ecological value. “The family’s goal is to prove that working ranches can be profitable agricultural centers, while at the same time providing protection of watershed, species and cultural resources,” Josephine DeLuz said.

 In the coming year, the DeLuzes will work with the Conservancy, Hawai‘i Island Land Trust and the Natural Resources Conservation Service to develop a management plan that will guide conservation and reforestation efforts on the ranch. Those plans will likely include fencing, removal of pigs and goats, and restoration of native plant species. According to Henshaw, Kūka‘iau’s conservation lands will also be included in the newly forming Mauna Kea Watershed Alliance.

Sunset Ranch

Agreement Preserves Sunset Ranch

Wednesday - July 28, 2010 

By Sarah Pacheco 

A Pupukea ranch is now permanently dedicated to ranching and agriculture, thanks to an agreement by the owner and North Shore Community Land Trust.

Sunset Ranch, owned by Pietsch Properties LCC, voluntarily delivered a conservation easement to the land trust earlier this month to protect its 27-plus acres from development in perpetuity.

Greg Pietsch, the grandson of original property purchaser Charles J. Pietsch Jr., said he intends to keep the land in the family and in productive rural use to conserve it and support sustainability efforts

Also envisioned are horse-manship activities and special events for community and nonprofit groups at the Boy Scout camp nearby.

“By proactively protecting the lands at Sunset Ranch, they have proven their commitment to sound land management in the North Shore community,” stated NSCLT president Adam Borrello.

While this is the first conservation easement the trust will own and steward, it is one of many projects the trust has led or partnered in, such as the purchase and protection of Pupukea-Paumalu in 2007 and Waimea Valley in 2006.

Easement partners include Hawaii Legacy Land Conservation Fund, the city’s Clean Water and Natural Lands Fund and Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Farm and Ranchland Protection Programs.

“I am encouraged to see the fund being used to protect agricultural and ranch lands, as well as natural areas and habitat,” stated Laura Thielen, director of the DLNR, which administers the Hawaii Legacy Land Conservation Fund.

“Agricultural and ranch land like Sunset Ranch is an important part of our heritage and the rural character that makes the North Shore a special place,” she added.
