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Growing Grains on a Small Farm

Class 1: Economics of a Grain Enterprise, How to Make Grain a Viable Component of Your Farm Business, Developing Local Markets for Grain 

Thursday, January 28th  5-9 pm: 

OSU Extension Auditorium

Fee: $15

Instructor: Maud Powell

Pre-register by January 11, 2010

In this class, farmers will break bread with bakers and taste beer with brewers as we explore markets for small grains.  A panel of local artisan bakers will talk about possibilities for local wheat markets.   We will present enterprise budgets for grains and various marketing options for small-scale grain producers.  Dinner will feature Standing Stone chili, Riseup and Deux Chats breads.

5:00-6:00 Introduction to classes, direct marketing, grain CSAs and cooperatives: Shelley Elkovich and Kyle Riggs, Hanley Farm

6:00-6:30 Enterprise Budgets for Grain Production: Maud Powell

6:30-7:30  Dinner (Standing Stone chili & beer, Deux Chats & Riseup breads)

7:30-9:00  Panel discussion with local bakers, brewers & distillers, networking and information exchange

Class 2: Integrating Grain Into a Whole Farm System, Varietal Selection

Sunday, February 28th 1-6 pm:

Pacific Botanicals and Summer Jo’s

Limited to 20 participants

Fee: $15

Instructors: Maud Powell, OSU Extension; David Mostue , Dunbar Farm; Stephen Jones, WSU; Mark Wheeler, Pacific Botanicals and Don Tipping, Seven Seeds

Limited to 20 Participants.  Pre-register by 2/20/10

This class will introduce participants to grain production on small-scale farms.  Topics to be covered include the history of grain cultivation, varietal selection, and integrating grains into a whole farm system.  We will tour two farms, Summer Jo’s in Grants Pass and Pacific Botanicals in Murphy.   

1:00-1:30
Tour of Summer Jo’s        

1:30-2:00
Bed prep demo

2:00-2:30
Drive to Pacific Botanicals

2:30-3:15
Tour of Pacific Botanicals

3:15-3:45
History of grain production: David Mostue

3:45-4:45
Varietal Selection: Stephen Jones

4:45-6:00
Integrating Grain into Whole Farm Systems: Don Tipping, Mark Wheeler

Class 3: Planting Spring Grains and Integrating Animals into a Grain Enterprise

Saturday, April 3rd  1-6 pm:

L&R Farm and Seven Seeds Farm

Limited to 20 participants

Fee: $15

Instructors: Maud Powell, OSU Extension; Stephen Jones, WSU and Don Tipping, Seven Seeds Farm

Limited to 20 Participants  Pre-register by 3/26/2010

This class introduces participants to planting spring grains. Topics to be covered include fertilization, seeding equipment, crop rotation, soil fertility and integrating animals into grain production. The class includes tours of L& R Family Farms and Seven Seeds Farms and a demonstration of seeding equipment.   

1:00-1:30
L & R Farm

1:30-2:00
Seed demo

2:00-2:30
Drive to Seven Seeds Farm

2:30-3:15
Tour of Seven Seeds Farm and seeding demo

3:15-4:15
Considerations for planting spring grains: fertilizing, seeding equipment, protein content in wheat: Stephen Jones

4:15-6:00
Soil fertility, crop rotations, integrating animals – Don Tipping

Class 4: Harvesting/Threshing Grains

Saturday, June 26th, 1-5 pm


Dunbar Farm


Fee: $15

Instructors: Maud Powell, OSU Extension and David Mostue, Dunbar Farm

Limited to 20 participants Pre-register by 6/18/10

In this class participants will delve into considerations for harvesting and threshing.  Hands-on demonstrations, as well as filmed footage will contrast different scale operations and equipment.  This class includes a tour of Dunbar Farm.

1:00-1:30   Farm tour - Dunbar Farm

1:30- 3:00  Considerations for harvesting grains; timing, equipment, storage, moisture content

3:00-4:30  Demonstrations of harvesting with equipment, and by hand 

4:30-5:00 Video of harvesting and threshing

Growing Grains for your Family and Livestock

Saturday, August 7th  1-5 pm

Mellonia Farm and Barking Moon Farm  

Fee: $15 

Instructors: Maud Powell, OSU Extension; Susan Kerr DVM, Washington State University Extension; Kirsten Shockey, Mellonia Farm and Josh Cohen, Barking Moon Farm

Limited to 20 participants Pre-register by 7/31/10

This class will showcase truly small-scale growing, an operation that provides grains for a family homestead, as well as a tour of a wheat trial plot.  In addition, the class will cover the nutritional needs of livestock and considerations for raising your own feed.  We will tour Mellonia Farm and Barking Moon Farm.

1:00-2:30 Farm tour Mellonia Farm

2:30-2:45 Travel to Barking Moon Farm

2:45-3:45  Farm tour and explanation of operation

3:45-5:00  Livestock nutritional needs: Susan Kerr

Small-scale Grain Growing Equipment

Saturday, September 11th     
OSU Extension and Dunbar Farm

Fee: $15

Instructors: Maud Powell, OSU Extension; David Mostue, Dunbar Farm

Limited to 20 participants Pre-register by  9/3/10

In this class participants will learn about necessary equipment for grain production and brainstorm potential solutions to obstacles acquiring equipment.  This class includes observation of equipment in action at Dunbar Farm.

1:00-2:00 Overview of grain growing equipment: Maud Powell, OSU Small Farms







2:00-3:00  Panel discussion of local farmers – Financing, Equipment-sharing cooperatives

3:00-3:30  Powerpoint of equipment and brainstorm

3:30- 3:45  Travel to Dunbar – threshing dry beans

3:45-5:00   Equipment demo

Equipment–sharing cooperatives

Monday, October 11th, 7-9pm
OSU Extension Library

Fee: $15 

Instructor and Panelists: Shelley Elkovich, OSU Extension; David Mostue, Dunbar Farm; Suzanne Willow, Willow Witt Farm

Pre-register by October 8th

We have re-tooled the schedule to better meet the needs of producers who are ready to form an equipment-sharing cooperative and/or discuss custom work in their grain fields.  This will be the final class in the grain series.  We will cover different types of equipment-sharing cooperatives and local producers will discuss their experiences with these types of cooperatives. We now have access to additional seed cleaners, and David Mostue has another combine.  Come give input into this exciting new phase of grain production.  This last class will lead to an ongoing working group to establish equipment-sharing protocols.  Attending this class does not obligate you to become part of the working group.  
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