Table 3. Evaluation of plant spacing on small-scale fresh market yellow onions (cv. Nebula) for plant size and maturity, Interlaken, NY, 2009.

	Planting Configuration
	No. of Leaves per Plant3
	Plant Height 
(cm) 3
	Neck Diameter (inch) 3
	% Bolting4
	% Lodging5
	% Bacterial Canker4

	Planting Density 

/bulb
	No. Rows per bed1
	Plant Spacing (inch)
	No. plants per 100 ft bed1
	Jun 1
	Jun 22
	Aug 13
	Jun 1
	Jun 22
	Aug 13
	Aug 13
	Aug 13
	Aug 13

	24 inch2
	4
	4
	1200
	4.6 c2
	8.3 b
	8.2 c
	24.9 c
	67.1 b
	0.9 d
	16.4 a
	20.7
	5.4

	32 inch2
	3
	4
	900
	4.6 bc
	8.5 b
	9.5 ab
	28.7 ab
	67.1 b
	0.9 d
	7.6 b
	15.2
	3.7

	48 inch2
Standard
	4
	8
	600
	4.9 ab
	8.9 a
	9.2 b
	30.9 a
	71.0 a
	1.0 bc
	2.8 bc
	37.5
	13.0

	60 inch2
	4
	10
	480
	4.4 c
	8.5 b
	9.8 a
	27.7 b
	64.1 b
	1.1 ab
	1.0 c
	14.2
	8.3

	80 inch2
	3
	10
	360
	5.0 a
	9.0 a
	9.7 ab
	30.3 ab
	67.3 b
	1.1 a
	0.9 c
	24.5
	18.5

	P value:
	0.0003
	0.0015
	0.0000
	0.0002
	0.0102
	0.0000
	0.0001
	NS
	NS

	1bed width = 3 feet. 2numbers in a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different, Fisher’s Protected LSD test, p > 0.05. 3number of leaves per plant, plant height and neck diameter were counted and measured, respectively, from 10 randomly selected plants per replicate. 4% bolting and bacterial canker were estimated by counting the total number of plants per replicate. 5% lodging was estimated visually.


