Table 4.  Evaluation of plant spacing on small-scale fresh market sweet onions (cv. Candy) for yield, grade and quality at harvest (Jul 16), New Holland, PA, 2009.

	Onion Spacing
	Total Marketable Yield
	Onion Grade (pounds/100 ft of bed1)
	Bacterial Bulb Decay

	Planting Density 

(inch2/bulb)
	No. Rows per Bed1
	Plant Spacing (inch)
	No. plants per 100 ft Bed1
	 Pounds per 100 ft 

of Bed1
	Small <2.5”
	Medium 2.5-3”
	Jumbo 3-4”
	Colossal >4”
	Pounds per 100 ft of Bed1
	% by Weight

	24 inch2
	4
	4
	1200
	530 a2
	83 a
	130 a
	300 ab
	14 c
	5.0
	0.8

	32 inch2
	3
	4
	900
	480 a
	28 b
	90 b
	340 a
	23 c
	4.0
	0.7

	36 inch2
Standard
	4
	6
	800
	470 a
	19 bc
	60 c
	360 a
	34 bc
	10.0
	2.1

	60 inch2
	4
	10
	480
	350 b
	6 c
	30 d
	250 b
	67 b
	8.0
	2.2

	80 inch2
	3
	10
	360
	330 b
	2 c
	10 d
	170 c
	152 a
	4.0
	1.2

	P Value:
	0.0001
	0.0000
	0.0000
	0.0003
	0.0001
	NS
	NS

	1bed width = 3 feet. 2numbers in a column followed by the same letter are not significantly different, Fisher’s Protected LSD test, p > 0.05.


