Table 1. “Organic Agriculture” class sessions, January 12-May 4, 2010.

	Date
	Topic

	1/12/10
	Introduction into Organic Agriculture: Historical origins, ecology, people, economics

	
	 

	1/19/10
	National Standards for Certified Organic Operations

	
	 

	1/26/10
	Organic Grain Production

	
	 

	2/2/10
	Organic Vegetable Production

	
	

	2/9/10
	Policies and Processes affecting the Economics of Transitioning 

	
	 

	2/16/10
	Soil Health in Organic Systems

	
	 

	2/23/10
	Understanding Nitrogen Cycling in Organic Systems

	
	 

	3/2/10
	Biological Control, IPM and Organic Pest Management

	 
	

	3/9/10
	 Organic Forage and Oilseed Crops

	
	

	3/16/10
	Spring Break

	
	

	3/23/10
	Organic Fruit Crops

	
	 

	3/30/10
	Integrated Crop and Livestock Systems: Organic Dairy and Poultry Production

	
	 

	4/6/10
	Integrated Crop and Livestock Systems: Organic Beef and Swine Production

	
	 

	4/13/10
	Integrated Crop and Livestock Systems: Nutrient Management

	 
	

	4/20/10
	Graduate Student Presentations 

	
	

	4/27/10
	Graduate Student Presentations/Participatory Course Evaluation with Producers

	
	

	5/3/10
	Final Exam Study Session

	5/4/10
	Final Exam


Table 2. Organic research needs, as identified by participants at “Organic Outlook” sessions.

	Topics
	Amount of research available

	Cover crops
	High

	Organic fertility: Systems and trials
	High

	Soil nutrition
	High

	Organic Tillage: Cultivation and crop rotation
	High

	No-till
	Medium

	Water Quality: Contaminants, trace minerals
	Low

	
	

	Crop production
	

	Yields
	High

	Crop genetics
	Medium

	Varying rotations
	Medium–High

	Small Grains: Profitability
	Medium–High

	Weed and insect management
	Medium–High

	Crops other than row and hay crops: Berries
	Low (berries)

	Herb production: Iowa and Midwest varieties
	Medium

	
	

	Economics
	

	Risk Management
	Medium

	Markets: Location and access
	Medium

	Access to funding (grants)
	Medium

	
	

	Livestock
	

	Beef/livestock: Production, Marketing, Wormers, Herd health
	Low

	Organic feed: Relative feed value of ration composition 
	Low
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