Protocol for setting up colonies. 

Grant Colonies will be run in the following configuration: 

· Group Hive Stand (Consisting of three concrete blocks and two landscape ties.  Three Colonies per hive stand.)

· Individual Hive Stand with landing board (can be painted in any color/pattern)

· Screened Bottom Board (Painted to match hive color)

· Two Deep Boxes (all boxes painted the same color)

1. each containing 10 deep frames with wired beeswax foundation.  

2. Each frame will be marked “2009” and with the number of the hive prior to colony installation.  

3. Nuc frames will be marked to match

4. 5/8” upper entrances will be drilled in each hive box

5. Boxes may be painted to individualize hives and reduce drift.  This marking paint will not be so much as to change the overall hive color and significantly impact solar gain

· Two Medium Boxes (patinted to match hive color)

1. each containing 10 deep frames with wired beeswax foundation.  

2. Each frame will be marked “2009” and with the number of the hive prior to colony installation.  

· Inner Cover (unpainted)

· Telescoping Cover (painted to match hive color) 

1. This may be marked on top to individualize hives and reduce drift.

· Feeder Pail – 2 gallon screened feeder pail will be used as feeder for all colonies

· Homasote Insulation Board  (each colony will be outfitted with homasote insulation board upon fall inspection)

· Rim Spacer – Rim spacer will be used for mite treatment (Formic Acid)

Packages will be installed with a caged queen.  
The package will be shook into a single deep hive body. 

The colony will be offered two gallons of one to one sugar syrup as feed. 
The colony will be given two pollen substitute patties as feed. 

Additional boxes will be added as required. 

All queens will be marked upon inspection. 

Color/Year marking protocol will be used (mark for 2009 is GREEN)

