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Cont. throughout most of the year, in the most cost effective, economical method possible. The question remained, how many tomatoes can we grow indoors, Fall to Spring and how long will it take to net a return on investment for infrastructure improvements and supporting systems, is there sufficient demand/price to justify the investment, and will we see a profit beyond the life of the greenhouse itself?  These are the answers we searched for with our research, in climate the climate of our Northern Mexico region of Embudo, at approximately a 5500 ft. elevation.  In addition to the cost of infrastructure we knew we would always have to supplement the heat and identify the cost of harvest, before we could calculate the net profit and thus identify how many years we needed to recoup the cost.  Specifically we need to identify the following, before we could perform out calculations.


1) The assess the demand & pricing for cherry tomatoes, sold in pints and half pints at local cooperative markets in Los Alamos, Taos & Dixon, which usually pay reasonable wholesale prices, but demand is low.  And, in the process assess the demand & pricing of sales at the Los Alamos Farmers’ market.








Farmer/Rancher Grant:


PROJECT#:  FW11-043


PROJECT TITLE: Assessment of the Economic Viability of High-Value Greenhouse Production


LOCATION:  Embudo, NM


PROJECT COORDINATOR: Margaret Campos, P.O. Box 115, Embudo, NM, 505-852-2203, � HYPERLINK "mailto:algonativo@cybermesa.com" \o "" \t "_self" �algonativo@cybermesa.com�


TECHNICAL ADVISOR: Tony Valdez, New Mexico State University, Agricultural Extension Agent, 505-685-4523, � HYPERLINK "mailto:tonvalde@nmsu.edu" \o "" \t "_self" �tonvalde@nmsu.edu� GRANT AWARD:  $14,743











 As a producer, it was exciting to bring cherry tomatoes in the dead of winter and see the customers delight, but it was just as rewarding to know that we have increased production at a time when we need the cash-flow the most, done so cost-effectively and that we have a product at a time when demand and prices are high.  The system should last, with minimal maintenance, 15 years, so if you pay it off in 2 years, it is expected that you continue to make profit for another 13 years after it is paid for, and with proper maintenance, perhaps well beyond that.     Objectives:  This project provided the opportunity to see how long it will take to make the money back, by assessing the revenue potential against the cost of installing the necessary infrastructure for extended production of high value crops, such as cherry tomatoes; based upon market prices obtained during the winter months from both the wholesale & retail (farmers’) markets.  


In order to invest in the product development, marketing, and infrastructure necessary to expand the product mix there has to be sufficient evidence of demand, to expect any farmer to assume that sort of risk of         investment.  To be profitable will require the farm be able to produce and harvest tomatoes








 Summary: The focus of this was to evaluate the feasibility year-around green-house production of high-value crops, namely cherry tomatoes to improve product mix during the winter months.  Sales at the local farmers’ market typically decline because consumers turn to their local grocer for vegetables that are normally shipped in during the winter months, such as tomatoes. The project concluded that it is feasible to extend the cherry tomato growing season, and that the production would result in a return on investment of the heated greenhouse in approximately a 2 year period (optimally) most likely in five years, but up to seven years.  
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