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Comments from 2011 follow-up survey of participants from 2010 Reading the Farm workshop.
Comments survey respondents made about the impact of the workshop in their work:
· “One of the best parts of the workshop was the informal discussions and exchanges among the farmer hosts and other participants. I gleaned numerous tips about forage based cropping systems which I now regularly include in my extension programs related to cover crop use on small dairy farms.”

· “I thought the workshop was very good compared to other trainings I have attended in the last year. I enjoyed comparing each of the farms and seeing what could work for each. I think adding an additional day would be beneficial because topics were crammed in at times. Very good training overall.”

· “It was an exceptional experience. It was well-organized, focused, and almost overwhelming in the amount of substantive content. Excellent job.”

· “For many who have spent years working with farmers, many of the concepts that were shared during the RTF workshop were not "new". However, it was great to have the opportunity to spend time with colleagues from other disciplines to learn some of the new ideas within that discipline, to improve our understanding of concepts that we know at least something about, or to receive some reinforcement that the many concepts/ideas that we've known and shared with our farmer and ag professional clientele remain current.”

· “Great program. Thanks to all the folks that put it together.”

· “The Reading the Farm workshop has positively impacted my understanding of all of the variables that farmers need to consider and contend with on a daily basis. The experience plays a role in how I approach and interact with farmers and the questions I pose to them to understand their experiences.”

· “The course was extremely helpful and changed my understanding of how to work well with my farmer colleagues. I think it has changed my approach more than the content of my work.”

· “Really good training to learn about inventory and evaluation of resources and concerns.”
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