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AGENDA TUESDAY MARCH 29, 2016
	12:00 pm – 1:00 pm LUNCH in BALLROOM

	1:00 pm – 2:15 pm

INTRODUCTORY SESSION (plenary) – BALLROOM A and B
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION TO WORKSHOP
Jason Challandes, Delaware State University, Northeast SARE Regional Educator, Workshop Coordinator
Dean Hively, U.S. Geological Survey, Beltsville, MD, Northeast SARE Administrative Council

Steven Mirsky, USDA ARS, Beltsville, MD 

OVERVIEW OF COVER CROPS DEVELOPMENTS NATIONWIDE: WHERE WE ARE, WHERE WE GO FROM HERE
XRob Myers, University of Missouri, Regional Director of Extension Programs for North Central Region SARE

· Results from three years of SARE/CTIC cover crop surveys including yield and economic data

· Examples of new equipment approaches from around the nation

· A brief overview of the proposed $25 million National Soil Health Consortium, which includes funding for a cover crop breeding initiative

XBrandon Smith, USDA, NRCS, New Hampshire, Regional Soil Health Team Leader

· Brief update on termination guidelines

· Overview of the new NRCS Soil Health Division and the Northeast region specialists

· Assessing the impact of cover crops on soil health

· Encouraging on-farm trials through EQIP

	2:15 pm – 3:30 pm

WORKSHOP SESSION 1 (plenary) – BALLROOM A and B
COVER CROP PLANTING DATES AND SEEDING RATES 
XMatthew Ryan, Cornell University

Proper establishment timing and seeding rates are necessary for maximizing cover crop performance; knowledge about their interactions can provide management flexibility and increase success with cover
cropping
COVER CROP COCKTAILS
XMitch Hunter, The Pennsylvania State University

Understanding the principles of how to assemble different cover crop species into a successful mixture based on farm management objectives, crop rotation constraints, and complementarity of cover crop species traits.

	3:30 pm – 4:00 pm BREAK


	4:00 pm – 5:15 pm 
WORKSHOP SESSION 2 (concurrent) 

	Ballroom A – Grain Production Systems

COVER CROP ESTABLISHMENT METHODS 
XSteven Mirsky, USDA, ARS Beltsville, MD
XGreg Roth, The Pennsylvania State University

· Aerial, interseeding, and post-harvest drilling

· Matching the right species with the right methods

CASH CROP ESTABLISHMENT IN/AFTER COVER CROPS 
XSjoerd Duiker, The Pennsylvania State University
· No-till versus tillage

· Optimal timing of cash crop establishment

· Drills versus planters

· Planter and drill attachments and set-up

· Cover crop termination

· Planting green
	Ballroom B – Vegetable Production Systems

FITTING COVER CROPS IN VEGETABLE ROTATIONS 
XRon Morse, Emeritus Professor, Virginia Tech University
- Cover crop establishment methods

- Matching the right species with the right methods
- Rotation options and recommendations
- Cash crop establishment

MANAGING FOR ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 
xNatalie Lounsbury, University of New Hampshire
- Overview of services
- Weed suppression
- Attracting pollinators
- Nutrient cycling
- Biological diversity
- Erosion control

	6:00 pm RECEPTION WITH CASH BAR OUTSIDE BALLROOM
7:00 pm DINNER in BALLROOM


AGENDA WEDNESDAY MARCH 30, 2016
	7:00 am – 8:00 am BREAKFAST in BALLROOM

	8:00 am – 9:15 am

WORKSHOP SESSION 3 (plenary) – BALLROOM A and B
COVER CROPS: CURRENT AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS
XGreg Roth presenting for Scott Rushe, Seedway
- Past and current demand for cover crop seeds (species, mixes, quantities, application situations)

- Farmer feedback about performance, cost, species/traits desired but unavailable

 XRamona Garner, NRCS Plant Materials Center, Greensboro, NC
Plant Materials Center (PMC) efforts to identify and develop new and improved cover crops 

- Germplasm identification and screening

- Role of PMC in national cover crops and soil health project      
XAndrew Smyre, Perdue AgriBusiness 
- Organic grains, soil health, specialty crops - Perdue's interests in cover crops

- Approach to helping growers implement cover cropping

- Opportunities and challenges going forward

             

	9:15 am – 10:30 am

WORKSHOP SESSION 4 (plenary) – BALLROOM A and B
EVALUATING AND IMPROVING COVER CROP PERFORMANCE AND ADOPTION
XSjoerd Duiker, The Pennsylvania State University
· “Without Carrot or Stick” – cover cropping without government oversight and incentives?  

· Achieving and documenting value and performance benefits for farmers
XDean Hively, U.S. Geological Service, Beltsville, MD 

· Remote sensing - mapping cover crop performance relative to on-farm collection of calibration data.

· Trends toward increasing wintertime ground cover

· Watershed scale performance

	10:30 am – 11:00 am BREAK

	11:00 am – 12:15 pm 
WORKSHOP SESSION 5 (concurrent) 

	Ballroom A

COVER CROPS AS PART OF AN OVERALL NUTRIENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
XSteven Mirsky, USDA, ARS Beltsville, MD

· Integrated fertility management

· Maximizing nutrient availability
· Grasses vs. legumes

· Matching other nutrient sources with cover crop performance

XHeather Darby, University of Vermont
· Forages, dairies, perennials, and pastures, 

· Rotating pasture to grain


	Ballroom B

MANAGING SOIL HEALTH WITH COVER CROPS: BEYOND THE BASICS
XRay Weil, University of Maryland
· Physical (water infiltration, aggregate stability, compaction)

XMichel Cavigelli, USDA, ARS, Beltsville, MD
· How cover crop management affects soil health (long-term dynamics, cropping systems, data, performance criteria, no-till, chisel, organic, carbon storage)

XStuart Grandy, University of New Hampshire
· A theoretical approach for soil health

· Emerging Concepts for harnessing microbes to build organic matter

	12:15 pm PICK UP BOX LUNCHES AND BOARD BUSES- Buses depart at 12:30

	1:00 pm – 5:00 pm 
FIELD TOUR TO ARS IN BELTSVILLE, MD
See Tour Itinerary in Folder 

	6:30 pm DINNER in BALLROOM


AGENDA THURSDAY MARCH 31, 2016
	7:00 am – 8:00 am BREAKFAST in BALLROOM

	8:00 am – 8:30 am

FIELD TOUR RECAP AND DEBRIEF (plenary) – BALLROOM A and B
Moderator: Tom Morris, University of Connecticut, Northeast SARE
Participants are invited to share comments and observations about the tour, and ask questions of tour presenters.

	8:30 am – 9:45 am

WORKSHOP SESSION 7 (plenary) – BALLROOM A and B
Moderator: Tom Morris, University of Connecticut, Northeast SARE
Panelists: XSkip Paul, Wishing Stone Farm, Little Compton, RI
XJeff Frey, Future View Farm, Willow Street, PA. 
XPerry Lilley, Lilley Farms, Smyrna Mills, ME
· Successes and challenges with cover crops

· Motivations for cover cropping

· Factors in decision making

· Advice for ag service providers who want to encourage farmers to adopt cover crops

Each panel member will have 15 minutes to present followed by a Q&A session.

	9:45-10:15 Break 

	10:15- 11:30 am

TEAM PLANNING SESSION  
Teams from each state (or combined states if desired) meet in planning groups. 

Using the Northeast SARE call for applications as a guide, teams begin planning after-event outreach projects. 

	11:30 am – 12:00 pm

FINAL WORKSHOP SESSION (plenary) BALLROOM A and B
SHARING OF OUTREACH PROJECT IDEAS
Moderator: Janet McAllister, University of Connecticut, Northeast SARE
One volunteer from one state planning work with grain farmers and one from one state planning to work with vegetable farmers will share brief highlights of proposed work.

CLOSING REMARKS AND WORKSHOP ADJOURN 
Jason Challandes, Delaware State University, Northeast SARE

	12:00 pm LUNCH – EAT IN OR TO GO
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