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AGENDA FOR TOUR AT BELTSVILLE AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CENTER (BARC)
Buses will visit each of the three stations in rotation. Time at each stop will be 45-50 minutes.
STATION 1: NORTH FARM – BREEDING PLOTS AND ESTABLISHMENT TRIALS
Cover crop screening and breeding 
XChris Reberg-Horton, North Carolina State University
XRamona Garner, Plant Material Centers, NRCS

Chris Reberg-Horton will describe the national legume cover crop breeding program. There will be opportunity to view the BARC breeding plots. Ramona Garner will explain how the Plant Material Centers are supporting and intersecting with the breeding efforts at Beltsville  

Cover crop establishment
XGreg Roth, The Pennsylvania State University and Penn State Interseeder
XSteve Groff, Cedar Meadow Farm
Greg Roth will discuss strategies for establishing cover crops and he will introduce the Penn State Interseeder. Steve Groff will share his expert insights about cover crop establishment gained over many years of cover crop planting, research and development. There will be a self-guided tour of a cover crop establishment study (see hand-out). The experiment examines the performance of a range of grass and legume cover crops under three different establishment approaches (interseeding, aerial seeding, and post-harvest drilling). 
STATION 2: SOUTH FARM – COVER CROPS SYSTEMS PROJECT (CCSP) 
XSteven Mirsky, USDA ARS, Beltsville

XDean Hively, USGS at Beltsville
Steven Mirsky will lead a tour of the CCSP, a long term agricultural research experiment which is part of the USDA-ARS LTAR network. See hand-out for more details on this experiments. The trial examines the role of cover crops and tillage in conventional and organic field crop production. Dean Hively will describe the USGS monitoring devices installed at the plots, the data he is collecting and how the data is used.

STATION 3: SOUTH FARM – COVER CROPS EQUIPMENT DEMONSTRATION
XCharles Martin, Farmer and Equipment Innovator
XTravis Martin, Dawn Biologic
XCurtis Martin, Mid-Atlantic Planters and Equipment, LLC
Just across the road from the CCSP plots, Charles Martin and Travis Martin will demonstrate the ZRX roller/crimper tool invented by Charles and produced by Dawn Biologic. This tool is designed to improve cash crop establishment in cover crop-based field crop production. Curtis Martin will showcase Precision Planting technologies that can also be used in cover cropping situations. 
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