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Maine Potato Board awarded Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Grant to Study Pulse and Oilseed Crop Production

Presque Isle, ME (November 14, 2017) – The Maine Potato Board is pleased to announce it has received a $105,527.00 grant from the USDA – Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Research and Eduction Program (Northeast SARE).  These funds will support the two year project, “Developing Best Management Practices for Pulse and Oilseed Crops in the Northeast”. 

A lack of best management practices coupled with a relatively undeveloped market specific to the Northeast may discourage Maine potato growers from including pulse and oilseed crops into their crop rotations and taking advantage of the many agronomic and economic benefits these crops have to offer.      

Pulse and oilseed crops have the potential to make a positive financial and environmental impact on potato cropping systems by lengthening rotations, reducing system inputs, breaking insect and disease cycles, and reducing the extent and frequency of tillage.  Results from research projects conducted from 2013 through 2016, suggest several pulse and oilseed crops can be grown successfully in Maine with yields similar to or exceeding those common in Western North America. 

This project aims to benefit Northeast crop and livestock producers and food and feed manufacturers by using research and farm scale experimentation along with educational workshops to develop production and marketing resources and promote networking through the agricultural community.

SARE offers competitive grants to projects that explore and address key issues affecting the sustainability and future economic viability of agriculture. The program is authorized under Subtitle B of Title XVI of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of 1990.

The mission of the Maine Potato Board is to provide a competitive environment for our potato growers, processors, and dealers creating stability and the infrastructure for future growth, while promoting the economic importance to the state and quality of the product.

[image: image1.wmf] 


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���








_1305024902.doc
[image: image1.png]






