Conserved Farmland Action Project

Farmers Focus Group

July 24, 2014

6:45 – 7:00
Participants Arrive, Chit-Chat, Light Snacks

7:00 – 7:10
Welcome and Overview

Amanda welcomes everyone, briefly explains the SARE project and the purpose of the evening’s session, introduces project team members present, and then segues to Dave. 
7:10 – 7:20
Explanation, Logistics, and Ground Rules

Dave briefly explains the purpose of focus groups, outlines how the evening will function, and frames the conversation to come,.

Logistics –
· Turn off cell phones

· Feel free to leave briefly for a break if needed, otherwise, limit distractions to the group as much as possible
· Purpose of observers

· Recording the session

· Etc.
Ground Rules – 
· Speak from your own experiences

· Stay on topic 
· Allow everyone a chance to speak

· Respect others’ experiences

· Honor confidentiality
· Etc.
7:20 – 7:30
Farmers’ Self-introductions 

· Names
· Where from

· A bit about their farms
7:30 – 8:20
Focus Group Questions – Explorations of…
1. … their approach and philosophy to their farming?

2. … their experiences farming on leased land – both conserved and general?
3. … their interests in farming on leased land – both conserved and general?
4. … their concerns about farming on leased land – both conserved and general?
5. … the questions that come up for them in thinking about farming on leased land – both conserved and general?
6. … the kinds of information and/or support that might be most helpful to them relative to farming on leased land – both conserved and general?
8:20 – 8:30
Conclusion

Dave wraps up the focus group and thanks the group for their participation.

Amanda reiterates what will be done with this information and how it will be used relative to the overall project.
8:30 – 8:45
Chit-Chat, Light Snacks, Participants Depart
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