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t has never been eatiy.bea small-scale

food processor. Makers of bakery goods,
BRlEFS dairy products, ethnifoods,jams andel-
SAGES Tennis Tournament lies, maple products, beverages, cut veg-

etables, fish or meat products, confections,

M [ in f he S gickles, condiments, and herbal products
o s are now in rom t € SalCRave always faced an uphill battle in devel-
Tennis Tournament. Cynthia Smith won

the women's beginner division, with a60ping marketable foodstuffs that people
1, 6-4 victory over Star Gao: Alan Laksowant to buy. The unique niche products re-

L ) N - “quire lots of time, effort and manual labor
won the men's intermediate division, Wlthto make and market. The events of Septem-
;:&ﬁ’ \20(:] \;Ir?éorrr){e?'lsraﬁ/(;:\cizl“cii\'/aigs)r;lber 11th make the small-scale food proces-
with a hard fouaht 6-4. 6-7. 6-2 victor Sors'mission an even more complicated one.
g ' ’ Y Now they are trying to market often high-
over Ken Bell. . . . N
The th . | . htlcket products in an iffy economty jittery
e't rede new E/jvmr;lers, gongD Withconsumers. That's why over 30 different
women's advanced champion DONN@q5 f0q4 processors and support organi-

Roelofs, received SAGES SWeatSh"tSZations from all over New York gathered on

ngr 18 people participated in the g""melgriday, Octobep6, at Jordan Hall in Geneva
which spanned several weeks.

Complete information may be Ob'teoraTee Zzgn:h::chesssonv?; they could coo ity, NY, discusses his Italian salsa with
tained from the SAGES web page at: : Amanda Hewitt of the Oneida County Co-

i Alison Clarke, project leader of they,arative Extension.
http.//wvv_w.nysaes.cornell.edu/grads/mentoring program for The Small Scalep
2001tennis.htm

Food Processors Association of New York (SSFPA), helped organized the meeting which
was entitled "Collaboration for Community and Economic Vitality." The NYS Food Ven-
Emergency Preparedness ture Center (FVC) hosted the event. The goal®eaheeting were to make regional con-
nections and identify ways to exchange ideas and offer community support to better serve
Dean Susan Henry has placed a high ptihe interests of small-scale food processors, according to Kelly Flegel, from the New York

ority on college emergency planning. Sh&ustainable Agriculture Working Group.
is asking each department/unit to complete The informal meeting started with introduction of the participants along with a brief
an emergency plan by November 12. Eachverview by Amanda Hewitt, from Cornell Cooperative Extension of Oneida County, of
department/unit at Geneva has received gghat NYSSFPA offers to its members. Olga Padilla-Zakour, director of the FVC, briefly
emergency plan template to use. An elegtiscussed how the Center can help small-scale food processors and other entrepreneurs &
tronic plan —the version that goes on theroviding one-on-one assistance, printed materials, an ever-expanding web site, referrals
web—will be used by Station, College ando other experts, workshops, help with business development, and the use of Cornell facili-
University Environmental and Occupationakies to develop test products. Padilla-Zakour also showed the participants the manual re-
Health officials during an emergency. Theently published by the Northeast Center for Food Entrepreneurship (NECFE) which con-
plan includes key staff contact informationtains a wealth of information for entrepreneurs.
staff rosters, facility information, special unit ~ Amy Machamer, from Hurd Orchards in Holly, NY, talked about the ever-changing
circumstances, etc. It deals with such crisgfeeds of the small-scale processor. Machamer, who described the Food Venture Center a
as the loss of potable water, flooding, aircritical to our success," said small-scale processors face many challenges. One of the
conditioning failure, heat failure and eschallenges Machamer spokevak the perception that "working witphysical product is
caped venomous animals, as well as evactot noble," or that working with one's hands is not something educated people aspire to.
ation procedures, floor plans, and limitedConsequently, the processors face management and labor issues because drdifficaite
contact information. (Continued)n page 2)

)aniel Cor saw of Bisco Products, in Pine



