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A Certified Nutrient Management Specialist is an individual who has completed all
necessary training and has demonstrated an ability to develop a Nutrient Management
plan. In Kentucky, a certified specialist may be an employee of NRCS, an employee of
another federal or state agency or an approved third party vendor such as a private firm or
individual. In order to become certified, individuals must complete the coursework and
assignments as outlined in this curriculum. Although there is no time requirement, it is
expected that the curriculum should be completed during a 3 to 6 month period
depending upon course schedules and other issues encountered by the participants.
NRCS and other agencies will maintain verification of course completion and
certification registers for their employees and the Kentucky Certified Crop Advisor
(CCA) Board will maintain this information for CCA's. As participants complete the
curriculum, certificates will be furnished from NRCS in Kentucky.

Ui 7 / A. Kentucky Nutrient Management Course - Part 1
This course is offered online. It is designed to be one of the first courses that should be
completed in the curriculum. The material consists of self paced modules with topical
information pertaining to the basic science concerning nutrient management and
environmental considerations. Registration, course material and completion verification can
be accessed at: http://www.uky.edu/Ag/AgPrograms/nmot/welcome.htrml

uN | T é -B. NRCS Conservation Planning Course 5 modules
This course is offered online. It is designed to be among one of the first courses that should
be completed. The material consists of self paced modules with topical information
pertaining to the basic science concerning natural resource conservation planning.

Registration, course material and completion verification can be accessed at:
http://www.ftw.nrcs.usda. gov/start.htm <

u N T '7 C. NRCS Course: "Ag. Waste Mgt. Systems - Primer"
This course is offered online. It is designed to be among one of the first courses that should
be completed. The material consists of self paced modules with topical information
pertaining to nutrient management with a primary focus on Agricultural Waste

Management Systems. Registration, course material and completion verification can be
accessed at:

w://www.nedc.mcs.usda.gov/courses/ag_waste _primer.htm

At 7 Z-D. Kentucky Nutrient Management Course - Part 2
This one-day course is to be completed in the classroom. The material will focus on the
NRCS Kentucky Nutrient Management Standard (5 90), University of Kentucky
information and other state specific technical applications. During the training, an example
Nutrient Management Plan will be reviewed. Note: The Kentucky Nutrient Management
Course - Part 1 should be completed in advance of attending the Part 2 session.
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+ 29 E. Development of a Sample Nutrient Management Plan
! ~ During Part 2, participants will be given a case study from which to complete a Nutrient
| L ' Management Plan as a homework assignment. This assignment will be reviewed by a
| NRCS committee. _

F. Kentucky Nutrient Management Course - Part 3

(/{ NI T ; This one-day course is to be completed in the classroom and in the field. The material will
focus on the NRCS Kentucky Nutrient Management Standard (590) and the Kentucky
Phosphorus Index. During the training, an example Phosphorus Index calculation will be
reviewed. Note: The Kentucky Nutrient Management Course - Part 2 should be completed
in advance of attending the Part 3 session '

{/{ ,dl/')L @ G. Development of a Sample Nutrient Management Plan with/P-Index

3 10 Calculation
During Part 3, participants will be given a case study from which to complete a Nutrient
Management Plan and P-Index calculation as a homework assignment. This assignment

\_’___\v‘vill be reviewed by a NRCS committee.

M Iy, (T L{ H. NRCS Revised Universal Soil Loss Equation (RUSLE)
This course is to be completed in the field and in the classroom. The material will focus on
how soil erosion predictions are calculated. During the training, participants will be
presented with an overview of the RUSLE science and equation. Participants will also
work through sample calculations using the materials provided. This course will most
likely be offered during the time scheduled for Kentucky Nutrient Management Course -
Part 3.

M N (7 g I. NRCS Introduction To Water Quality

This course is offered online. It may be completed at any time during the certification
process. The material consists of self-paced modules with topical information pertaining to
the basic science concerning natural resource conservation planning with an emphasis on
Water Quality considerations. Registration, course material and completion verification
can be accessed at: http://Www.nedc.nrcs.usda.gov/courses/introduction_to_water_quality.htm

J. Certification Maintenance and Continuing Education

Following certification, continuing education will be necessary to stay tuned with changes
in technology, updated standards, regulatory issues and other concerns. This will be
accomplished by attending an annual one-day Nutrient Management refresher course that
will be scheduled in conjunction with Certified Crop Advisor or other functions. This
refresher course will be announced as schedules become arranged.

" For further information contact: J. David Stipes, NRCS Agronomist, Curriculum Facilitator
771 Corporate Drive, Suite 110
Lexington, Kentucky 40503-5479
Phone (859) 224-7392
FAX (859) 224-7410
Email: david.stipes@ky.usda.gov
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