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Kerr Center to 
Manage USDA 
Program 

T he Kerr Center recently received a three-

year grant to manage the Professional 

Development (PDP) Program for the USDA's 

Sustainable Agriculture Research and 

Education (SARE) program, southern region. 

Austin 

Harriott 
SARE Director Jill Auburn thanks Jim 
Home after his speech at the SARE 
tenth anniversary conference. 

Jim Home, Kerr Center president and CEO, 

has been named regional coordinator. David Redhage is project associate. Other Kerr 

Center staff will participate in various aspects of the program. 

"It was an honor to be chosen through a competitive process to manage the 

Professional Development Program of the Southern Region SARE program," says Home. 

"This is the first time in the history of SARE that a non-profit has been chosen to lead a 

program of this scope. 

"We will be taking this responsibility seriously and will use a collaborative approach 

to see that all stakeholders are well served. The southern region SARE program is highly 

respected for its innovative programs and we are prepared to continue this tradition." 

The Professional Development program is a "train-the-trainer program" which 

provides sustainable agriculture education and outreach strategies for Cooperative 

Extension Service personnel. Natural Resources Conservation Service staff and others 

who work directly with farmers and ranchers. 

SARE is a national competitive grants program funded by USDA and EPA to promote 

research and education about sustainable agriculture. Established in 1988, SARE has 

funded some 2,500 projects that examine how to improve agricultural profitability, 

protect natural resources and foster more viable rural communities. Information from 

the projects is disseminated through various publications and online at sare.org. 

continued on page two 
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The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture 

offers progressive leadership and educational 

programs to all those interested in making 

farming and ranching environmentally 

friendly, socially equitable, and economically 

viable over the long term. 

The Kerr Center is a non-profit foundation 

located on 4,000 acres near the south­

eastern Oklahoma town of Poteau. 

It was established in 1985. 

For further information contact us of: 

P.O. Box 588, Poteau, OK 74953 

918/647-9123 phone, 

918/647-8712 fax 

mailbox@kerrcenter.com 

www.kerrcenter.com 

PROGRAMS INCLUDE: 

• Oklahoma Producer Grants 

• The Stewardship Farm 

• Rural Development and Public Policy 

• Communications/Education 

• Vera Beach Research Station 

• Overstreet-Kerr Historical Farm 
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SARE is part of the Cooperative State 

Research, Education and Extension 

Service. Due to its popularity and record 

of meaningful research and outreach, 

SARE's funding has increased from about 

$11 million at its inception to about $18.5 

million per year now. 

The program almost didn't happen, 

says Home. Home testified before 

Congress in 1985 about the need for a 

program to fund research into alternative 

agriculture. His testimony and 

that of others led to the ^ / \ 

establishment of SARE, known 

for its innovation, local 

leadership, low over-

R 

head, and quality of 

projects, which are 

chosen only after 

rigorous review. 

Southern SARE 

administers six separate grant programs: 

Research and Education, Producer, 

Graduate Student, Professional 

Development, On Farm Research, and 

Sustainable Community Innovation. Each 

has its own priorities and audiences. Calls 

for proposals are issued each year to start 

the competitive process. 

Training activities funded by the 

Professional Development program 

include seminars, workshops, farm tours, 

or on-farm demonstrations. Grantees also 

may develop, market and distribute train­

ing materials such as handbooks or videos. 

Activities may take place in a single state, 

multiple states or throughout the entire 

southern region. Grants generally range 

from about $20,000 to $ 120,000. 

One example of a previous profes­

sional development program grant is the 

"Statewide Journey" project run by the 

Center for Profitable Agriculture in 

Tennessee, it provided a great launching 

pad for needed and useful training in 

value-added and sustainable agriculture 

for Extension agents, agriculture leaders 

and communities across Tennessee. The 

training project combined documented 

success stories from actual enterprises 

with on-site tours, seminar-style sessions, 

web-based resources and mass media. 

A University of Kentucky project is 

another example of a successful PDP 

grant. The primary objective of the project 

was to equip Extension agents and other 

ag professionals to assist farmers interested 

in adding value to farm products 

jhy through processing. 

Workshops were held to 

show the various 

levels of small scale 

processing facilities, 

which ranged from a 

single-user on-farm 

permitted kitchen to a 

shared-user, commer­

cial incubator kitchen. Examples of existing 

facilities and their operators were identified, 

and some operators helped design training. 

Agents and farmers leamed from the expe­

riences of operators in establishing and 

operating the facilities. 

Training in farm and forest land 

preservation was held in three cities 

across the South this past summer 

through a PDP grant awarded to the Kerr 

Center (see story on page 6). It is a good 

example of a region-wide project. 

The next call for proposals for the 

professional development program will 

go out in March 2004 and the pre-pro-

posals will be due in May (other grant 

programs have different time frames). 

For more information about all the 

Southern SARE grant programs, visit 

www.griffin.peachnet.edu/sare/pdppage. 

html or call 770-412-4787. For more 

information on the 2004 PDP grants 

call David Redhage at the Kerr Center 

at 918-647-9123 or email 

dredhage@kerrcenter.com. 
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Kerr Center On the Web 

Looking for a Kerr Center publication? Checking on an event? 

Looking for information on a program? Then look no further 

then the Kerr Center's website, www.kerrcenter.com. 

The website is a comprehensive, user-friendly compendium 

of educational publications such as our quarterly newsletter 

Field Notes, fact sheets, and reports, as well as information on 

programs, workshops, conferences, field days, crop trials, and 

conservation practices demonstrated on the Kerr Ranch. A 

history of the center and staff bios are available there, too. Press 

releases and photos are also posted and the calendar of events 

is updated frequently. 

In addition, folks can read excerpts and reviews as well as 

purchase The Next Green Revolution at the website. One may 

also join Friends of the Kerr Center on-line. 

What's New 
• From Future Farms 2002 conference, information on hunting 

leases, risk management, agritourism, cell grazing, CSAs, 

farmers' markets, wind farms, producing and/or marketing: 

cut flowers, herbs, pecans, venison, range poultry, organic 

beef, organic wheat, ethnic 

vegetables, natural pork, wine, 

hair sheep and more. 

• Surveys of Consumers, Producers, 

and Small Meat Processors about 

Natural Beef 

• Oklahoma Food Policy Council page 

• 2003 Farm-to-School Report 

(including the Oklahoma 

Institutional Food Survey) 

• The Oklahoma Food Connection 2003: 

A Directory of Agricultural Producers, Crops, and Institutional 

Buyers 

• Surveys of Farmers' Market Producers and Consumers 

• Overstreet-Kerr Historical Farm: info on antique farm 

equipment, rare breeds, and Fall Farm-Fest 

• Seeds of Change: Food and Agricultural Policy for Oklahoma s Future 

Coming Soon 

• More Oklahoma Producer Grants Project Fact Sheets 

• Expanded information on best management practices on the 
Kerr Center Ranch 

Locally Grown is 2004 Essay Contest Topic 

All Oklahoma high school juniors and 

seniors are invited to participate in 

the Kerr Center's 2004 essay contest entitled 

"Locally Grown Foods for Students." 

Most of the foods served at schools 
in Oklahoma are shipped in from other 
states. In the United States, the typical 
'fresh' food item is hauled an average of 
1500 to 2500 miles before being served. 
The money paid for these foods largely 
benefits out of state businesses. Many 
Oklahoma farmers and ranchers strug­
gling to make a living pay for school 
lunches for their children that consist of 
farm products grown many miles away. 
Many are starting to ask "Why are we 
supporting farmers in other states, but 
not our own?" 

Farmers and ranchers in Oklahoma 
are capable of growing many products 
that are currently being bought elsewhere. 

Schools could purchase many items from 
farmers in the communities surrounding 
the schools. Students could consume 
fresh farm products soon after they were 
harvested. Our children deserve the best 
and freshest food available. 

The Oklahoma Food Policy Council is 
working with several agencies to form a 
statewide farm-to-school program to 
connect farmers and school cafeterias so 
that students will have the chance to eat 
locally grown foods. Farm-to-school will 
help schools provide children with fresh, 
tasty nutritious produce while small 
farmers will acquire new markets. Schools 
will be able to provide produce soon after it 
is harvested with less transportation cost. 

This essay contest is designed to 
include young people in a thoughtful dis­
cussion of solutions and current chal­
lenges facing farmers and consumers in 
our food system. The winning essays will 
focus on the issues and potential benefits 

involved in forming an Oklahoma farm-
to-school program. The arguments and 
ideas in each essay should be well devel­
oped. Essayists will be asked to include 
their own ideas and convictions, as well 
as relevant research, which could include 
interviews of other students. 

Contest information will be mailed to 
all Oklahoma high schools and will also 
be available on the Kerr Center's website 
at www.kerrcenter.com by mid-December. 
GRAND PRIZE is a cash award of 
$750.00; 1 st Runner Up is a cash award 
of $500.00; and three awards of $250.00 
will be given for Honorable Mentions. 

The deadline for entry in the contest 
will be March 12, 2004 and winners will 
be announced on May 7, 2004. For 
further information regarding the 2004 
Essay Contest, you may contact Anita 
Poole at apoole@kerrcenter.com or by 
calling 918-647-9123. Read the 2003 
winning essay on page 4. 
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Winners of the 
Kerr Center's 
"Protecting Our 
Varm and Ranch 
Land" essay 
contest received 

* their awards 
last spring. 

Winners were: 

•1st P l a c e - $ 7 5 0 . 0 0 

Jillianne Leigh Zweiacker, 

Pawnee High School 

• 2 n d Place - $500.00 

Melissa Williams, 

Weleetka High School 

Honorable Mentions -

$250.00 

Caroline Palmer, 

Salina High School 

Elizabeth Copeland, 

Pawnee High School 

Jason Eubanks, 

Salina High School 

See p.3 for information 

on the 2004 contest 

First Place Essay Contest Winner 2003 

Protecting Our Farm and Ranch Land 

- Jillianne Leigh Zweiacker 

Pawnee High School 

I magine, if you would for a moment, that the year is 2060. Your surroundings are very different. No 

longer do beautiful trees and colorful flowers surround you. Instead, concrete skyscrapers overshadow 

you, and the air is cloudy and hazy from factories and car exhaust. People do not like to be outdoors. 

Going outside means putting on an oxygen mask to filter the air because it is so polluted. There are not 

any animals to observe or plants to enjoy. Food is not fresh but chemically engineered. There are no farms 

to produce food. In fact, grass is a rarity. Everything is concrete. Society has become dependent on tech­

nology, and farming and ranching are things of the past. 

Now, let's come back to the year 2003. 
There are still trees, flowers, animals, and fresh 
food present, but the importance of agriculture is 
being overlooked. Farmers are selling their land 
for urban development because they cannot make 
enough money to live sufficiently. The importance 
of conserving and protecting our farm and ranch 
land is continually pushed to the bottom of our pri­
ority list; and unless we act now, our future will be 
similar to the scene described above. We must act 
now while the fate of our future rests in our hands. 

According to a study by the American 
Farmland Trust, "America loses two acres of farm­
land every single minute of every single day 
(www.kerrcenter.com)." In five years a land area 
the size of the state of Maryland could be developed. 
That is six million acres of land that is no longer 
available for agricultural purposes. Oklahoma 
alone lost 63,300 acres of farmland between the 
years 1992-1997. At this rate, Oklahoma loses 
12,660 acres per year, 35 acres per day or 1.5 
acres per hour. This is the cause of alarm for 
many conservationists throughout Oklahoma and 
across our nation. More people are moving into 
urban areas, and towns are beginning to modern­
ize and expand. All of this leads to one thing: 
more land is needed to develop. 

Usually this land is farmland. Farmland is the 
optimal choice for building. The land is more 

level, which allows for easy access, and the soil is 
better. These factors make building less expensive 
and easier. The urgency for urban development 
has increased with our society becoming so tech­
nologically centered. Farming and ranching have 
been put on hold. We do not have much farmland 
as it is, and now most of it is being industrialized. 

To fully understand how little land we have 
for agricultural purposes, let's pretend the earth is 
an apple. One half of the apple represents all the 
oceans on our planet. That leaves us with half of 
an apple. Half of that apple represents mountains 
and deserts, which is land unsuited for farming. 
We have only one fourth of the apple left. Half of 
that piece is swamps, marshes, and lakes. This 
leaves us with one eighth of all the land on Earth 
suitable for farming. There is not much land avail­
able for agricultural purposes. If we begin to take 
every acre of this land and develop it into urban 
areas, how will we grow our food and how will 
we survive (www.kerrcenter.com)? 

This is the reason why we must act now. We 
must begin to protect our farm and ranch lands, 
especially in Oklahoma. If we lose our farm and 
ranch lands, we not only lose our way of life and the 
ability to feed ourselves, but we lose our heritage. 

The best way to ensure that farmland remains 
available for agricultural purposes is through con­
servation easements. A conservation easement is 
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