Beds prepared ahead in the Spring for plugs
were double-dug after weedig, dolometic lime
{about 5 lbs. per 5'x 10' bed) placed in bottom,
covered with black plastic weighted down by
rocks. Wisteria in bloom in middle ground of
the "Big Garden" at La Paix where all the plugs
were planted in 2001.

Boxes of lavindin, lavender and lemon
balm plugs arrive from Hillcrest
Nursery in Maryland packaged as
shown. like this. Catnip in
foreground of potting bench.

Each flat of lavindin or lavendula was labeled.
This is how the plugs looked. The type shown
here is Dutch Lavindin, Tops were bent over
but not harmed. Some plugs were individually
wrapped in netting. | saved the plug trays for
future propagation.
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And Myra goes to France and poses in the famous lavender field not knwing
she is backlit and bountiful looking! This is the course given by the
Australasian College of Herbal Studies which featured chemistry (too much),
propagation of essential oil plants and touring the favender fields and
distilleries in Provence, France. Note the rocky soil, flat land and oak trees
in the background, Oak is often planted on the boundaries of the lavender

small organic lavender farm (this is Grosso) in France. Much of the lavender grown
in France is kept weed free by spraying herbicides in between the rows. The rows
are planted as illustrated to take advantage of a large harvesting machine which
harvests three rows at a time. The West Virginia project is emphasizing organic
growing and use of various mulches to contain weeds between rows because
distilling herbs would make the herbicide and/or pesticide even more powerful and
probably dangerous.,
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A patio was built to accomodate the distiller after the steam from it hurt some books in the
Shop and the water on the floor became a problem. Floor is concrete. Patio is off the
east side shop door (left of the distiller.) In France, the set up is similar to this one,
although much larger. This photo shows Ann Romance of Green Heron Farms holding
Susan Catty's bok on Hydrosols while awaiting the results of her lemon verbena harvest
distillaion. Cass Nelson-Dooley, August apprentice, waits patiently while Karen, Ann's

friend, reads the Popogation Farmer/Grower manual given to the Lavender/Lemon Balm
Farmer Growers.




sad photo of the Maillette plants in foreground. Those showing
gray have pithium wilt, according to Art Tucker, who toured
gardens on October 6th. This is due to lack of air circulation. it
also shows how much more vulnerable lavendula is (the
Maillette) compared to the lavindins (Grosso, Seal, Dutch,
Goodwin Gray etc.). Although the lavendulas have the essential
oil prized in perfumery, the lavindins, with their harsher scent,

are used in soaps, cleaning agent, and cosmetics.

Plugs growth by October, 2001. In the foreground is Grosso, then Sage
and Mailette. Background left is Dutch and Goodwin Creek Cray in
front of fence, on the right Goodwin Creek Gray and Seal. To the left
of the arbor, the smaller plants are Jean Davis, the only lavendula other
than Maillette (which has pithium mold) wthat | am growing. All are
crowded and over 400 must be transplanted in Spring when they are
stil dormant. Curved bamboo with re-may cloth will be placed over
half of the beds to determine winter survival needs.
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