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At the University of Vermont, Todd is
looking into ways to integrate nature into
building design, retrofitting buildings so
they become living systems that remove
toxins from the air. “Buildings need to
have new partnerships with the natural
world,” said Todd. “We've been nibbling
at the edges on this issue for a while and
now it’s time to step up to the plate.” As
well as turning buildings into sustainable
living systems and cleaning up waterways
with raft Restorer technologies, Todd'’s
goal is to bring a level of seriousness to
healthy food production to the urban en-
vironment.

“It’s happening,” he said, with an opti-
mistic edge to his delivery. “Just look at
The Growing Edge magazine. | think it's
one of the most interesting examples of
how things are moving. None of this is of-
ficial agriculture at all, but it is happening
despité official agriculture. It takes some-
one like you to write about all this. People
then realize that these are not isolated

phenomenon but rather signposts to the
future.”
Thanks, John. @

Michael Spillane is a freelance writer pres-
ently based in Toronto and a regular contribu-
tor to The Growing Edge.

Resource

Ocean Arks International
176 Battery Street
Burlington, Vermont 05401
(802) 860-0011

Fax: (802) 860-0022

http://www.oceanarks.org/
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