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Beef Cattle News 
By Betsy Hodge, Livestock Educator 

 

 Did you ever wonder what it costs you to keep a brood 

cow for the winter?  Or whether it would be worth it to feed out 

your calves?  Or how much you would need to get for your 

feeders to break even?  Or whether you could get a loan for handling equipment or a manure 

spreader?  Our beef programs for the next year or so are going to help you address these ques-

tions.  Even though beef producers are not always in the business strictly to make a profit it 

would be useful to know the answers to these questions.  Some producers keep cattle because 

they like to keep their land clear, or enjoy having animals, but most would like to at least break 

even.  Most producers would also like to take full advantage of our great North Country grass. 

 The demand for local food has encouraged some to sell their meat at the farmer’s market 

or direct to families’ freezers.  How do you select animals that will fill this market?  Keeping 

good records is important but knowing which information is the most important to keep and an 

efficient way to keep track of it is another story.  Do you use a shoe box, file folder, or com-

puter program?  There are several good meetings going on this winter that will help answer 

some of these questions.   

The Advanced Grazing Meeting will be Saturday March 6th at 10:00 am in Canton at 

the Extension Learning Farm.  Martha Pickard and the Adirondack North Country Association 

has teamed up with Cornell Cooperative Extension to bring Bob Nusbaum to the area to share 

his experience with multi-species grazing and choosing stock for a grazing operation.  Dr. Nus-

baum is a retired professor from the University of Wisconsin at Platteville.  He is also a farmer 

with a herd of Angus and a flock of Katahdin sheep.  Take a look at the interview article also in 

this news on page 17 and plan to join us for the meeting.  There is a $10.00 charge to cover 

lunch, materials and help with the cost of the speaker.  Martha is also going to talk about how to 

market the less desirable ―parts‖ of the carcass.  We would really appreciate pre-registration so 

we can plan the meal.  You can register at the Extension office at 315-379-9192 or email me at 

bmf9@cornell.edu. 

Our spring Beef Week presentation will be Friday night March 12th at 6:30 at the 

Extension Learning Farm in Canton.  Mike Baker from Cornell will be here to talk about mak-

ing business decisions and how to determine where you stand.  He will have examples of data 

and goals to work towards.  Jessica Prosper, our own farm business management educator, will 

talk about a new project she is working on to do farm business summaries with beef farms.  The 

dairy farmers have had these for many years but we have very little data on beef farms in NY.  

We are looking for farms with between 5 and 40 brood cows to work with her. 

I will be doing a quick needs assessment to find out what issues beef producers are fac-

ing.  We will also have banker giving a presentation on what to bring to the table when you are 

looking for a loan for farm equipment. There will be a $5.00 charge to cover a light dinner and 

materials.  Register with the office at 315-379-9192 or email me at bmf9@cornell.edu. 

Hope to see you at some of these meetings!  Take a look at the calendar or events be-

cause there are other things that might interest you as well.  Stay warm! 
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 RECYCLING AG FILMS 
& OTHER AG PLASTICS 

Best Management Practices 
• AVOID MUD & MANURE to the extent possible 

e.g., unload on a concrete pad, asphalt, or on high, dry ground. 
Consider cutting ag bags at ground level, and separating clean 

plastic on top from the dirty ground layer 

• SHAKE OFF dirt & debris 
• SEPARATE different types: e.g. do not mix 
baling twine with bale wrap, feed bags with silage bags, drip 

tape with mulch film, bunker covers or ag bags with bale wrap, 
rigid plastics with films 

• CUT into pieces that one person can handle (<50 lb) 

• ROLL DRY FILM into bundles: tie 
with strips of the same plastic; stuff bags into a bag of the 

same type. Stack containers. 

• STORE UNDER COVER: 
clean, dry & out of sun , 

e.g., in a barn, trailer or under a tarp 
 

Life-Cycle Stewardship of Agricultural Plastics 
http://environmentalrisk.cornell.edu/AgPlastics 

 

CCE of St. Lawrence County, 1894 SH 68, Canton, NY  
315-379-9192 

 
The Recycling Ag Plastics Project (RAPP) is developing infrastructure and markets for waste film & 
rigid plastics from dairy, livestock & horticulture. RAPP is a collaboration of Cornell University with 

agriculture producers and agricultural, environmental, economic development and solid 
waste/recycling agencies, organizations and businesses. 
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