What’s Good for the Bees?

by Lori Harley, Editor

More from my October 2009 interview with
Stan Brown and Karen Thurlow-Kimball. ..

Karen is a master gardener. And both she and
Stan concern themselves with providing as
many resources for their bees as possible. How

lucky for their bees.

KAREN: Trees make good bee food for
somebody with a small yard. We have what
we call a bee field down back here—it’s
just all wildflowers. It’s just a mix of a lot

A Belated Congrats!

Nick Kelley was voted Beekeeper of the Year,along
with Ann Hawkes Paquin, at the spring MSBA meeting.
(Sorry, Nick, for omitting you in the last issue.)

of things from goldenrod to St. John’s wort
to milkweed. You know, everything. But not
everyone has an acre of land they can leave
to be a bee field. But different trees—you
figure, if you mapped out by the square
foot, you could have an acre of blossoms
there. So if I was confined just to a small
yard, I would do a consecutive planting of
trees that would bloom starting from spring
until fall. Because I'd have my bee food up
instead of spread-out.

TBL: What are some really good trees?

KAREN: Basswood, black locust. Serviceberry,
blueberry—things you're going

to get something from, too—cherries,
apples, peaches.

TBL: I've been thinking about giving
interested neighbors a list of bee favorites—
things they can plant to feed the bees.

KAREN: It depends on what they’re looking
for. A lot of herb plants are great nectar
producers, like rosemary, thyme...

STAN: I made a deal with my neighbor up
here. He has a lot of goldenrod. It’s old
pasture ground, and they brush-hog it two
or three times a year to get it down. I says,
“If you leave it alone and let me feed the
bees, I'll mow it for you in the fall.” And
he did. I was glad to get the chance to save
the goldenrod. But now, for two of them
up there—my grandson owns one, and my
daughter owns the other—1I mow their
fields for them. I said, “Next spring if the
weather’s good, I'll plow and harrow and
seed them with white clover.” Well, that
tickled them.

KAREN: Yes, next year our crop for the bees
will be white clover. It’s getting so around
here, because we've got the golf course
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across the street, there’s nothing there

for them to eat. Grass? And it’s really built
up. We have a lot of dandelions here, tons
of dandelions, but after those go by, there’s
alull in the summertime when there’s really
nothing for the bees to have right in this
immediate area, so we're planning on planting
some annual white clover and boost them
with that. Last year, it was buckwheat
because we were starting to get worried
that they wouldn’t have heavy enough hives
to go into the winter, so we put in the three
acres of buckwheat.

sTAN: Couldn’t get it in early enough because
it was so wet. But they got to make us some

black honey.

KAREN: We got it in. They had about three
weeks on it and we got some really nice
honey from it.

KAREN: I'm interested to find out whether
the bees will work witch hazel, because that
blooms in the end of October. It’s a small
tree, like the size of a pin cherry, but the
blossom looks kind-of like if someone took
a forsythia and kind-of shredded the yellow
petals. And they like to grow under beech
trees if you find them in the wild. They used
to be really abundant in Maine, but now it’s

kind of hard to find them in the wild.
sTAN: I'd get a few plants and set them out.

KAREN: I'm trying to get it set up so that
there’s always something blooming.

TBL: That’s what I'm trying to do in my
tiny yard, for whatever it’s worth.

KAREN: You don’t have to do full-size trees;
you can do dwarf trees, or high-bush

...CONTINUED ON PG 6



Master Beekeeper: Rick Cooper

Equipment and Supplies

Dealer of a full line of woodenware and supplies
from Brushy Mountain Bee Supply, Betterbee,
Humble Abodes, Walter Kelley, and Dadant.
Tools, woodenware, extractors, smokers,
protective clothing, containers, labels and more!
Also Beekeeping classes and workshops.

All your equipment
and supply needs!

Italian Queens for Sale!
Gentle, productive strain. $20.00 each, available
most of the year, please call for availability.

For more information please contact
Rick Cooper, (207) 666-5643
1075 Post Road, Bowdoinham, Maine 04008
www.bees-n-me.com honeybee@gwi.net

Jun/Jul 2010

42 Montgomery Road
‘Windham, Maine 04062

BeEe WOODENWARE

Complete hivesﬁ nucs, and three sizes of supers
—assembled & painted—

allhand-crafted in our shop.

Assembled frames with wax.

Buzz & PauLa CooPER
Home 207-892-9223 / Cell 207-232-3807

Friendly Service
Quality Products

Mann Lake Ltd. is here to serve all your
supply and feeding needs.

+ Woodenware
+ Extracting Equipment
+ Containers & Labels
+ Medications
+ Protective Clothing |
+ Feeds - '
+ Queen Rearing

/ Call For A
’-ﬂ—’% Free Catalog! ] /\/ _
Mann Lake Ltd.
An Employee Owned Company
800-880-7694

www.mannlakeltd.com

Crystal
Bee Supply

12 Elginwood Road, Peabody, MIA 01960
Telephone 978-535-1622 Fax 978-536-3156

Authorized dealers
for Mann Lake, Brushy Mountain
and Maxant Industries.

Equipment for your hive—
assembled or unassembled.

We have ALL the
equipment a beekeeper
will need, IN STOCK.
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MSBA Board

Executive Committee

Upcoming Board Meetings: Jun [7 & Jul I5 (7-9pm)*

Ex-Officio Members

At-Large Members

President
Erin Forbes, 838-4046
queenbee@overlandhoney.com

Vice President
Larry Peiffer, 642-1089
Ipeiffer@sad6.k12.me.us

Secretary
W.Adam Stearns, 696-1109
adam.Stearns@myllykoski.com

Treasurer
Charlie Merrill, 897-6128
merrillcc@gmail.com

Past President
Roy Cronkhite, 897-4043
roycronk@roadrunner.com

MSBA Librarian
Carole Armatis, 368-4419

MSBA Chapters

Borderline Beekeepers
EdWilkey, 925-3203,
edwardwilkey@yahoo.com

Cumberland County Beekeepers

Ed Lewis, mittenhed@msn.com

Down East Beekeepers
Barb & Jim Reed, 244-3684,

or virginiaruth_2000@yahoo.com

Knox-Lincoln County Beekeepers
JohnWebster, President, 633-6202
(774-1960), jwebopme@aol.com;

or Cheryl Rudy, 785-3055,
final-lee@roadrunner.com

Penquis Beekeepers Association

Tish Dutson, 997-3546,
tishdutson@yahoo.com

Carol Cottrill, EAS Director,
Master Beekeeper, 364-0917
cottrill136@roadrunner.com

Tony Jadczak,

State of Maine Bee Inspector
187-3891 or 287-7562
Anthony.M.Jadczak@maine.gov

Hank Nicolaus,

Maine Agriculture Committee
563-2555
handbnicolaus@gmail.com

Lincoln Sennett,
National Honey Board
437-2251, swans@uninets.net

Lester Bourque,557-0750
poochme@adelphia.net

Andrew Dewey, 244-9434
andrew@beeberrywoods.com

David Israel, 725-3139
disrael@bowdoin.edu

Nick Kelley,364-4121
bakelley39@yahoo.com

Richard Broadbent, 658-7442
broadbentcr@yahoo.com

Noli Santos,458-8569
nsantos@informe.org

JeanVose,563-7564
godslove@tidewater.net

*Open to all MSBA members; generally held the 3rd Thursday

of each month, at the Maine Farm Bureau, 4 Gabriel Drive, Augusta.

Sagadahoc County Beekeepers
Bob Budden, 725-8527;
or SoniaWoodrum, 375-8839,

woodrum1102@roadrunner.com

Tri-County Beekeepers
Jon Cullen, johnandkaren@pivot.net
or Adin Tooker, amtooker@gmail.com

Western Maine Beekeepers Association
Carol Cottrill, 364-0917,
wmba@roadrunner.com;

or Nick Kelley, 364-4121,
bakelley39@yahoo.com

York County Beekeepers Association

Ray Salmon, President, 699-8616,

Ryslmn@yahoo.com; or Larry Peiffer,
642-1089, Ipeiffer@sad6.k12.me.us

Call for Content & Advertisers!

The Bee Line requests and welcomes member
contributions! Please contact the Editor
with your comments, photos, calendar events
and articles for consideration for inclusion.

ALL CONTENT IS DUE 15 DAYS

PRIORTOTHE PUBLISHING DATE.
Issues are published bimonthly:
Feb 15, Apr 1,Jun 1, Aug 1,0ct 1, Dec 1

EDITOR: Lori Harley
111 Alba Street | Portland,ME 04103
172-4445 | thebeeline@maine.rr.com

The Bee Line gives advertisers
exposure to over 400 readers!

AD RATES, Per Issue:
Quarter Page $30,Business-Card Size $15

Yolume Pricing Available:
BUY 5 ADS & GET 6TH FREE!

Provide ad copy /ad to the Editor (hi-res

PDF with fonts embedded; call for spec sheet).
All advertising subject to approval. No medical
or objectionable advertising accepted.

Message from the MSBA President

First I must thank the Membership for electing me president
of the Maine State Beckeepers Association at the Annual
Meeting in March. It is a real honor to join the ranks of many
distinguished past MSBA presidents and I look forward

to a productive and forward-moving year.

The mission of the MSBA is to educate and inform—not just
beekeepers, but non-beekeepers as well, on the importance of honey
bees and the many issues that surround our favorite pollinator.

For the first time in years, the MSBA has formed a Legislative
Committee which will keep abreast of the state- and national-level
political activities which impact beekeeping, in the hopes of further-

ing the cause of those working to help honey bees and beekeepers.

We are also working on a variety of educational programs and
promotions which we hope will make it easier for our members
to access information for themselves and also to do educational

presentations to non-beekeeping groups.

And most excitingly, we have decided to move the Annual Meeting
date from late spring to mid-fall, in the hopes that we will have

less conflict with beekeepers getting ready for the new season,

bee schools, and the arrival of spring bees. To this end, the next
“Annual” meeting will be held on October 16, 2010. Medhat Nasr,
Alberta Provincial Apiculturalist, will be our first featured speaker;
the second speaker is still to be determined. If you have ideas for
speakers or topics, please email me at president@mainebeekeepers.org.
Please keep an eye on the www.mainebeekeepers.org website for the
latest updates on MSBA activities and for the Annual Meeting
details and registration. Of course, full details will also be published

in the August Bee Line.

Best to all and your bees,
Erin MacGregor-Forbes



Honey Caramels
by C.C. Miller, contributed by Erin MacGregor-Forbes

1 cup extracted honey of best flavor,

: 1 cup granulated sugar, 3 tablespoons

. sweet cream or milk. Boil to “soft crack,” :
. or until it hardens when dropped into

: cold water, but not too brittle—just

© so it will form into a soft ball when taken :
" in the fingers. Pour into a greased dish, 1
{ stirring in a teaspoon extract of vanilla
 just before taking off. Let it be %- or

: %4-inch deep in the dish; and as it cools,
cut in squares and wrap each square

: in paraffine paper, such as grocers wrap

¢ butter in. To make chocolate caramels,

: add to the foregoing 1 tablespoon

: melted chocolate, just before taking off

: the stove, stirring it in well. For chocolate
¢ caramels it is not so important that the
: honey be of best quality. :
: - C.C. Miller

For anyone who doesn’t
know, C.C. Miller was a
great American beekeeper,
| developer of the “Miller
4/ | Method” of queen rearing
_'_- (one of the best-suited
‘Ll L™ - | methods for sideline bee-
: keepers), and author of 50 Years Among
i the Bees which is hands-down my favorite

: beekeeping book.

: For the Caramels: Soft crack is about

: 275°F. T used plain milk and doubled the
recipe. This requires constant stirring

¢ while cooking and it takes a long time

: to get the mixture to temperature at

: a medium to medium-low setting—

i it took me over 45 minutes. Heat should
: not be too high, as high heat will boil

: over or burn the sugar/honey. Use

: a large saucepan if doubling the recipe.

These old-fashioned caramels are well
worth the work! I made them for a work
: holiday party and they were a smash hit!

SARE Grant Colony Update,
06/05/10

by Erin MacGregor-Forbes, EAS Master Beekeeper

The 2010 SARE project is underway

with two new yards of fifteen colonies each.

We are again comparing colony strength
and survivability between three groups
of colonies:

Group1 Package bees from Georgia.

Group 2 Package bees from Georgia
which we will re-queen

with northern-raised queens
from Vermont in mid-June,
when northern-raised queens

become available.

Over-wintered nucs which were
raised in Maine in the summer
of 2009 and wintered over.

Group 3

Our project number is FNE10-694;
details can be found on the SARE website:

www.nesare.org
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Jack Hildreth helping in the 2010 SARE yard.

Larry Peiffer of the York County
Beekeepers Association is managing
one yard on Poland Spring property

in Hollis; I am managing the other yard
in the Westbrook Industrial Park near
outer Congress Street in Westbrook.

Our packages arrived one week late on
April 24th, due to poor weather in Georgia.
Our nucs were delivered two weeks early
on May 1st because of the particularly
early and mild spring we experienced here
in Maine. So this year the colonies started
off much closer to each other than one
would normally expect.

This is our second year of this project
comparing honey bee colony strength and
survivability between groups of colonies
started in these three ways. Again, all

of the colonies are on identical new
equipment which is all painted the same
color, but the individual hives have
identifying paint marks to help the bees
orient to their own hive and to hopefully
reduce drift between the colonies. Our
paint color this year is navy blue, with
the dark color again chosen to allow us
to forgo wrapping hives for winter. The
blue indicates the year (in coordination
with the queen marking protocol.)

All colonies are on screened bottom boards
and wired wax foundation. We started
feeding 1:1 sugar syrup upon installation
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(both packages and nucs) and we will
continue feeding the colonies until they
have built-out both deep hive bodies
that will comprise their “nest” area. Once
the two deeps are built out, we will stop
feeding and begin honey-supering with
medium supers. The first medium super
that the bees store will be left with them
for winter and any additional supers that
they make will be harvested.

My Westbrook Industrial Park SARE yard
is off to a great start. The flow in the area
has been fantastic and the location is both
easily accessible and fairly out of the way,
which is great for the bees. It is easy to get
to them and convenient from Portland, yet
there is little non-local traffic, and they will
not attract a lot of attention from strangers.
After I had installed the bees, I found out
that Joanne Romano (of the Cumberland
County Beekeepers association) works

just down the street from my bee yard and
walks by it most every weekday—an added
bonus for me to have an experienced bee-
keeper with her eye on the colonies during
the work week, when I am not nearby.

And so things have started off on great
footing with the weather being nearly
perfect for the bees’ first month in the new
yards. Geoff MacLean, Vice President

of the Cumberland County Beekeepers
association, will be helping me with my
colonies this year. Taking detailed notes
on each colony definitely slows inspections
down considerably, so having a second
person to take notes while I run through
the colonies really helps. A second pair

of eyes and hands also keeps things moving
along. At this point, a full inspection

of all fifteen colonies takes about three
hours if we are moving fast. When you
factor in setting-up equipment and getting
ready to inspect, that works out to be
about ten minutes per colony, which is
just about right for a fast inspection.

Geoff and I installed the bees together
and took a few short video clips of the
installations for use in our Bee School
presentations. It was fun and it hopefully
will help to show how to correctly install a

package or a nuc. Over the course

of the project, we plan to make several
more clips showing requeening, marking
queens, and general inspections. Keep

an eye out for these videos on the MSBA
YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/user/
mainebeekeepers. Links to them will be
on the new www.mainebeekeepers.org site
as that rolls forward.

Odur first full inspection of all of the
colonies will be the weekend of June 12th
(weather permitting) and we will begin
our natural-fall mite counts this week.

It is time to start getting a baseline count
for mites so we can keep an eye on the
Varroa mite population growth.

The 2009 SARE yard is officially retired
from the SARE project. Results are com-
piled and we are working on a presentation
date for our results for the first year. The
written report will be available on the SARE
website, nesare.org, by the end of July.

The 2009 colonies are now incorporated
into our beekeeping operations. Unfortunately,
two of Larry’s colonies did not survive the
winter, but the other eight are doing well
and making honey. All of my 2009 SARE
colonies survived the winter and are doing
very well. I moved the queens and two
frames of capped brood to 5-frame nucs
(and added drawn-comb frames and honey
and pollen stores) to prevent them from
swarming. I did this on the first weekend
of May, just as the bees were beginning

to rear queencells in the colonies. This
method is essentially “artificial swarming.”
It satisfies the bees’ urge to rear a new
queen. It also provides a break in the brood
cycle early in the year just as Varroa are
starting to get a stronghold in the increasing
brood nest. If done at the correct time
when the bees are strong and building-up
to swarm, it actually increases honey
production (as the bees will not be feeding
larvae for several weeks while the new
queens are hatching, mating, and developing
prior to egg-laying. As of last weekend, all
but two had successfully requeened them-

selves. For the two that were still queenless,
I re-combined them with their nucs. In the
other colonies, I marked the queens and
removed the nucs to build-up in my home
yard. This approach to swarm prevention

is the most certain of all swarm prevention
techniques. The only requirement is an extra
nuc box and frames, and the ability to find
the queen. The advantages are many and
this works very well for urban and suburban
beekeepers who need to keep their apiaries
“under control” (out of the trees and away
from neighbors’ homes).

If time permits, I hope to rear a few queen
daughters from the best of the SARE
queens that came home in the nucs. They
wintered well, built-up strong, and are easy
to work with—just the kind of bees I want
to have in my apiary.

Years ending in Color
..00r...5 Blue
.1 or...6 White
L2 oor 7 Yellow
.3 or...8 Red
Aor..9 Green

“When you requeen get the best.” F Y

2009 former SARE yard making honey— colonies which have
been correctly artifically swarmed will often make a large spring
honey crop as a result of their high population and reduced
need to feed young eggs and larvae while they are requeening.
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blueberries. And even instead of having a
lawn, have creeping thyme—they make so
much honey off of thyme. That is such a
good bee plant. You could get rid of all the
grass and put in creeping thyme. Marjoram,
oregano—they like a lot of the herbs.

The fruiting and the blossoming plants that
we get something from, too—if you can
combine those in a yard for bees, you get
something and they get something. So if
you could, have a few semi-dwarf fruit trees.
And witch hazel is even a medicinal plant.

STAN: Bees get something from everything.

KAREN: Huckleberries, low-bush blueberries,
elderberries, high-bush cranberries. There’s
all kinds of options. If we just do a native
landscape, for what we have in our area, it
would be good for the birds, the humans,
and the bees.

STAN: Alder is the first to bloom, basswood,
then you get your maple. The alder, you see
them with the long streamers.

KAREN: And willow, they like the willow.
So there’s all kinds of stuff—it’s just fun
to notice what’s out when, and see what
color pollen the bees are lugging so you
know what they’re working.

Helpful chart of pollen colors:
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/pollen_source

Nectar/pollen plants, by Dr. James E. Tew:

ohioline.osu.edu/hyg-fact/2000/2168.htm!

For better or worse, migratory pollination has
become the norm for large-scale agriculture.

sTAN: They come out, circle a few times, and
orient themselves with the sun and the hive.

KAREN: They orient themselves to vegeta-
tion that’s around, and buildings and all
that. In the almond groves, all the trees are
spaced exactly the same distance apart, with
the tops of the trees cut exactly the same.
I've been by almond groves in California
that took like three hours to pass—it’s the
most boring drive, because on either side
of the road, it’s just almond trees. They

were in bloom when I went by, but after
you've seen a couple blooming, you're done
seeing them! So they’ve found that when
they put the bees in there, the bees all

end up in the hives at the end of the rows
unless the bees find spots where trees were
missing—because they cut them down or
do something different—so the bees can
orient to where their hives are. Otherwise,
it’s just exactly the same. The bees end-up
over-crowded in the end hives, and the
hives in the middle end-up really weak.

TBL: And knowing this, couldn’t an almond
producer essentially build that into the
plan—visual markers for the bees!?!

KAREN: Yes, some different kind of markers
for the bees to orient themselves.

STAN: I don’t know how much they spray
in that orchard, either.

KAREN: They don't spray when the almonds
are in blossom.

STAN: No, but I mean how much they do
spray during the season. And why they don't
keep their own bees.

KAREN: Well, they’re almond growers,
they’re not beekeepers.

TBL: If they kept their own bees, it would be
a good idea so that the bees would already
be there, but they would need some other
crop to offer the bees.

KAREN: They don’t have any other crop
when the almonds aren’t blooming—not
enough to sustain all the needed bees.

sTAN: That’s like the blueberry growers
here—they won't keep their own bees
because if they do, they have to move
them to the edge, and then they go off

to other farms.

TBL: This may be in a number of places,
but I'm thinking of South America, where
they’re layering their plantings, based

on the complementary needs of the plants.

KAREN: Oh, yes, avocado, banana, and coffee.

TBL: Yes! If you could pull that off with
these other plants, for the purpose of also
providing a continuous variety of forage
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for the bees, that could be great solution!

KAREN: Well, the way the farming is
[today], the corn fields don’t even have
weeds anymore. And the pollen of corn

is not a nutritious protein for bees—they
can’t use it. You could have put bees on

a corn field [years ago] because of all the
weeds that would grow up between the
corn—the mustard and everything else—
the bees would have worked that. But now,
you would get nothing by putting bees on
a corn field. They would starve. The brood
would be really weak—you'd see in two
generations, your bees would just kind of
fade out because nutritionally, they didn’t
get what they needed.

There are just some pollens that don't
nutritionally feed bees. Pine pollen is

one and corn pollen is the other. So, they
need a variety. No, monoculture is not
suited for beekeeping, and that’s why they

do migratory pollination.

How fortunate when we have strong, healthy
bee colonies able to share extra honey stores
with us. The ancient Greeks and Romans

aptly called honey the ‘nectar of the Gods.”

KAREN: Before I moved here, I lived on the
edge of a saltwater marsh—in Salisbury,
Massachusetts, right on the edge of the
marsh, right on the Merrimack River. It’s
a good place to keep bees because there’s
so much marshland, and there was all that
purple loostrife they have down there.
Everything—wild cherry, sassafras—
just tons of stuff. Not a lot of houses,
because you're on the marsh. My hives
would each produce two-hundred pounds,
easily. Because it was before mites and
diseases, so a strong hive was really strong.
So I would have eight and nine supers

stacked-up.

TBL: Do you leave your honey supers on
and let the bees take care of them until the
end of the season?

KAREN: Well, I pull them off in the summer
and I pull them off in the fall, but you
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just keep putting a new super underneath.
They’re not quite finished with the top one,
so you stick a new one underneath, and keep
lifting them up, and going up, and then you
can start pulling some off.

STAN: They're great workers, but they don’t
finish their projects!

KAREN: So you just have to leave the honey
on until the bitter end sometimes to get
them to cap it. Or re-arrange the frames
to trick them into doing it.

sTAN: That’s a lot of work, too—they
get kind of upset sometimes, moving them
around like that.

KAREN: Yes, they don't appreciate it—you
messing with their fine work.

STAN: Little engineers. They know the
proper slope, the size.

TBL: I know, they’re amazing.

KAREN: You don’t follow some of the
new-fangled ideas of the past thirty years
of beekeeping.

STAN: I go by what old Dr. Langstroth
studied—the spaces, and the whole thing.

KAREN: Or people who put in the spacers,
and only use nine frames—the bees end up
making all that bridge comb, burr comb,
because they can’t jump. And they have

to get to the other frames, so they make all
this comb and stick it all together so they
can crawl over.

STAN: Makes a mess. Wasted energy.
KAREN: Wasted space.

TBL: So, the argument I've heard is they
end up building the comb out further.

KAREN: I have never seen that—they don’t
really build it out fatter. And even if you
did that, say, for extracting honey—if

you thought you were going to get fatter
comb—when you take your extracting knife
and you run it on the edge of the frame,
you're cutting off all of that extra comb.
[Or if you don't want to] run it on the
frame, you have to be so careful with the

extracting knife, which
makes extracting a lot
harder. So if you take that
extra amount of honey—
because you think you

got it extra fat—youd
probably get that in the
tenth frame anyway.

TBL: What else do you
not like to do that others
might do?

KAREN: Queen excluders.
He hates queen excluders.

sTAN: They’re honey
excluders.

KAREN: He thinks
it wears their wings.

STAN: The bees don’t
like it.

KAREN: Actually, we

have a letter from a person
about queen excluders
which I saved, because

I thought it was quite

We’ve Raised The Bar
On Quality Beehive

Our Top Bar beehive offers a natural, sustainable,
bee-friendly way of keeping bees, because it lets
bees make their own pure, natural beeswax.

* Made of quality materials
* Easy to assemble
 Easy to manage

Order yours now!
To learn more about
natural beekeeping,
call us, or visit our
website today!

www.goldstarhoneybees.com

207.449.1121

‘Gold Star Honeybees

PO Box 1061 Bath Maine 04530

interesting. [ This woman’s

letter describes the significant increase
in her bees” honey production after

she removes the queen excluders from
her hives.] We have more people coming
here looking for queen excluders. He
won't sell them—he won't even keep
them in the shop.

TBL: Maybe queen excluders are geared
toward huge apiaries where you're just
sending in somebody to “go collect the
honey supers above the queen excluder.”

KAREN: You still need to get all the bees out
of the supers. They have those one-way bee
doors, out but not back in. We use a bee
blower. Some people are against blowers.
It’s kind of like a leaf blower, only you set
the super up on a certain frame and blow
the bees back toward the hive; put down

a cloth and blow them onto the cloth, right
at the entrance of the hive, and they crawl
back in. Sometimes we just shake them out
if there’s not a lot of bees—it just depends
on the situation in that hive, and how many

bees are up in the supers when we go to get
supers. It’'s good in the fall because if we do
it in the morning when it’s cool out, gener-
ally the bees are down in the brood box.
We try to just get them off quick, and get
the covers back on. And we don’t smoke the
bees when we're taking off supers, because
if there’s any empty cells, the bees dive into
those, and then you can’t get them out.

T -

TBL: Keeping bees has made me look at
honey very differently. When I put honey
on a spoon, I think, “How many bee hours
did it take to make this?”

KAREN: Yes, he hates to see even a teaspoon
of honey get wasted. When I empty-out
buckets while extracting, I have to scrape

them dry! They work hard to make that.
STAN: Were you saying I eat a lot?

KAREN: Yes, and we lick our fingers
a lot, too! dk
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The Buzz about Bees: Biology of a Superorganism
by Jiirgen Tautz; with photographs by Helga R. Heilmann

W. Adam Stearns

In this book, the author relies heavily on

his own research of Honey Bees and their
behavior, both as individual colony mem-
bers, and as a Superorganism—the colony.
As a result, there are no footnotes in the
book. Tautz does include a listing of refer-
ence material, with authors familiar to those
of us who have done Honey Bee research
on our own (Bonner, von Frisch, Seeley,
Wenner, Winston), however, these references
are not provided to support his findings,
but rather to provide a comparison for the
many cases of “traditional thinking” about
what happens in a colony versus what his
detailed research has found to be the truth
regarding individual and collective behavior
in the hive. Jirgen Tautz is a professor at
the Institute of Behavioral Physiology and
Sociobiology, of the University of Wurzburg

about Bees

Biology of a Superorganism

With Photographs by Helga R. Heilmann

&) Springer

in Germany. There, he heads the BEEgroup
which is of course focused on the detailed
study of the Honey Bee (www.beegroup.de).

While the research work outlined in the
text of this book is extremely interesting

and valuable to the beekeeper (I will get

to that later), it is the photography included
that sets this book apart from all others

in the beekeeping world. Helga Heilmann,
the photographer, has truly demonstrated
that a picture is worth more than a thousand
words. For every concept discussed by Tautz,
Heilmann has provided several incredible
photos that easily explain the concepts far
better than additional detail in the text could
ever do. This book is some 300 pages, of which
there are approximately 120 pages of true
reading. The remainder is full of incredible,
high quality, concept-supporting photos.

Tautz includes, as important topics to discuss
from his research, the Honey Bees’ similarity
to mammals, their ability to “propagate
immortality,” new thinking on nuptial flights
of queens, the sometimes forgotten value

of the comb to the Honey Bees, and how the
family relationships within the colony work
to ensure the continuation of a viable species.

The author makes some interesting compari-
sons between mammals and Honey Bees:

I) the “Homo" genus and the “Apis’ genus
are both very ‘species-poor;” as observed

in the fact that only nine species in the Apis
genus are known; 2) both have a very low
reproduction rate (swarm = child); 3) the
females produce nourishment (milk = royal
jelly) for the offspring in special glands;

4) a precisely controlled protective environ-
ment for developing offspring (comb = womb);
5) a constantly maintained, and similar
“body temp” (36°C for humans, 35°C for
the brood nest); and finally 6) a similarity

in high learning and cognitive abilities.
Another similarity to humans that the author
draws is that both species, in their ability

to build their own shelter, are able to free
themselves from the extremes of the environ-
ment, and in turn allow more efficient use

of available material and energy.

With respect to being species-poor, Tautz
notes that nearly 170,000 species of flower-
ing plants are pollinated by just nine species
of Bee, and that this extreme numerical
imbalance suggests that Honey Bees are so
successful in this area that they leave little
room for coexistence of similarly occu-
pied competitors in nature. He notes that
this is the perfect example of globalization
and monopolization in the animal world.

In understanding the true reproductive
process of Honey Bees, Tautz provides a
perfect analogy with a fruit tree: A Honey
Bee colony is like the fruit tree, a swarm

is like the fruit that comes from the tree,
and a Queen is like the seeds in that fruit.

Much of the research that was conducted
by the author required hundreds of hours
following individual bees, fitted at birth with
microchips. Some of the more interesting
findings follow:

The author has created an additional work-
ing category for bees in the colony: heater
bees that specifically place their body over a
particular cell, bring their body temp up to
41°C, and then transfer this heat to develop-
ing larva/pupa. These heater bees also climb
into empty cells in the brood pattern and
generate heat to warm the | to 6 occupants
of adjacent cells. Tautz indicates that these
empty cells in the brood pattern are not a
mistake by the queen, but rather a spot for
heater bees to work and/or feeder bees to
store some honey close to the brood, to feed
the heater bees. While beekeepers still need
to be concerned about “spotty’” brood pat-
terns, it appears that it must also be evaluated
against the external environment and weather
conditions. Tautz demonstrated that bees in
fact do sleep, and suggests that those most
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SERVICE » QUALITY » SUPPORT

At BRUSHY MOUNTAIN BEE FARM we sell the highest
quality beekeeping supplies in the nation — all at

competitive prices! From beginner to professional we have

every item to fill your needs!

ORDER TOLL- FREE :

1-800-BEESWAX

1-800-233-7929
www.brushymountainbeefarm.com
FAX ORDERS: 1-336-921-2681
Customer Service 1-336-921-3640
Send for our FREE catalog.

www.beeequipment.com

® \Woodenware
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® Tools

® Protective Clothing
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® Hobby supplies

® Much more!

Bee Culture

THE MAGAZINE OF AMERICAN BEEKEEPING

Don’t miss even one exciting issue

of Bee Culture magazine filled

with everything you want
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* Bees * Beekeeping * Beekeepers
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www.beeculture.com
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BRUSHY MOUNTAIN BEE FARM, Inc.
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in need of sleep in the hive are the heater
bees, who are doing a tremendous amount of
work, maintaining brood nest temperature.

Based on his research, the author also
demonstrated, contrary to other research,
that bees do not use energy consumption to
gauge distances to food sources, but instead
work on a visual odometer, and that it is this
visual odometer information which is trans-
lated to other bees in the waggle dance.

A common apparent misconception, accord-
ing to Tautz, is that Virgin Queens head out
of the hive on their nuptial flight in a solitary
manner. Not so, according to his research.
The new Queen takes with her an entourage
of several dozen to several hundred worker
bees, all of whom are reported to be rela-
tively old, and able to guide the mated Queen
back to the hive in an efficient manner. This
entourage also provides a kind of “strength

in numbers” protection from hungry birds

or others who may view the sole queen as

a tasty meal. Tautz notes that on many of
those sunny afternoons when we see a bunch

of bees conducting orientation flights by the
hive entrance, these workers are actually
waiting to escort a new queen on her nuptial
flight. If this is in fact the case, do many of our
small mating nucs contain enough bees to
keep a population at home, and provide an
adequate escort population for the Queen’s
first flight?? Is this why full-size hives have very
high success rates for Virgin Queens return-
ing and becoming successful, while mating nuc
success is around 35%7?77 These are ques-
tions | will ponder as | prepare for a summer
heavily involved in raising new queens.

The author discusses comb development in
great detail, and explains that the bees make
the comb in a perfectly circular shape. He sug-
gests that the wax, not totally solid or liquid, is
actually in a “fluid state,” similar to glass, and
that as the wax passes through its glass transi-
tion temperature, it becomes more liquid.

In this state, the wax behaves like two soap
bubbles when they collide; a perfectly flat

wall is created between them. This is exactly
how the perfectly six-sided cells are created

in the Honey Bee's comb. Over time, where

Or call 800-289-7668, ext. 3220 with credit card.

each cell comes in contact with another, a
flat wall is created, due to wax’s fluid nature.

One final thought from the author is that
of Honey Bee colonies as managers of solar
energy. There are those members that col-
lect the solar energy (converted by plants
as pollen and nectar), and those that re-
fine the energy (converting to Honey and
Royal Jelly), and those that consume the
energy (as food to grow, or fuel to heat
the hive). All this activity creates an energy
stream equal to that of a 20-watt light bulb
continuously shining. What an interesting
way to think of the Honey Bee colony.

This book is an extremely interesting read,
and the great photos substantiate all concepts
hypothesized in the book. For beekeepers
that do not enjoy reading, the photos make

it very easy to plow through the roughly

120 pages of text. This is not a book for very
new beekeepers, as Tautz presents material
regarding Honey Bee biology and beekeeping
concepts assuming the reader already has
some understanding of the basics.
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YOUR MONEY WILL BE IMMEDIATELY RETURNED TO YOU FOR ANY GOODS NOT PERFECTLY SATISFACTORY.

BEEHIVES AND BEE KEEPERS’ SUPPI.IES

[ Our Goods are the Best |

ASTONISHING REDUCTION IN PRICES

| Our Prices are the Lowest |

IT NEEDS BUT A COMPARISON OF OUR PRICES WITH THOSE OF OTHERS TO CONVINCE YOU OF THE BIG SAVING YOU CAN MAKE BY
BUYING YOUR BEEHIVES AND SUPPLIES FROM US.

BIC PRICE REDUCTIONS.

$Sp82

sge8

FOR FIVE FOR FIVE
EXTRACTING STANDARD
HIVES. HIVES.
Sipped Koocked Shipped Knocked

BEST
MADE

RIGHEST
GRADE

Our line of bee keepers’ supplies is comprised of (he best, mos¢ moders and
most desirable hives, etc., on the market, and you can make your s?lecnon of
. any articles listed on this page with every assurance that the goods you re-
: celve wlill be of first class A No. 1 quality. for we handle but one grade of these

ocds and. that is the best. They are made by a manufacturer who been
o th line of business for over forty years and who understands every
requu-emem. of the up to date bee keeper. Beehives are generally used 1}5
stories high, that is, with brood or bottom hive and one hive superior top blve.
but you can make two-story hives by ordering extra hive supers. They ar
always shi partly krrocked down and are not painted. The small top mu.s-
tratlon at the left shows a crate of five hive supers; the one below It shows
a crate of ﬂve brood hives: together they make five 1%-&&017 hiv Our

od hives are standard size, with Laogstroth frames, and are 18% lncbes long
b u/ilinches wide inside. They have invertible bottom and rainproof top.

Brood hives are 9!4 inches deep and are complete with eight sest lpacmg
frames, one follower, one bottom and one cover. Beehives are generally sol
in lots ot 5, 10, etc., but we list smgle hives so that our customers may order
lnqundcy consisting of five or more. Al ftl)evs supplies are shipped from the
rme hct,ory and you should always order ennuzh of t ese goo so that the shipment will
h t ;}ounds Or more. Allbeehives and bee d from the factory

estern Iowa.

STANDARD DOVETAILED HIVES.
lx; Reduc!lon 31068

l'lCG-
FOR FIVE,

These are stand-
ard dovetailed hives
and are fitted with
supers and sectioas
for comb honey.
The tHustration at
the left shows a

mmtrs.tkm at the
right shows the
hive super, which
is 4% inches deep
and fitted with six
scalloped section
hokders, five sepa~
rators, one adjust-
able follow board,
4ux

toped sectlons and
Brood

mx;ty fousl»‘a!agndgﬂou starters. [Extracting frames cannot be used In mese supers.
are stan
No. 32K.)500 Crate of five 1!5-story Standard Hives Wt., 130 1bs. Price
No. 32K3302 Crateof fiveextra Standard Hive Supers. Wt., 38 Ibs. Price
No. 32K3503 Single 1!5-story Standard Hive. Wt., 27 lbs. Price ...

ORDER YOUR BEE SUPPLIES WITH YOUR BEEHIVES.

Nearly all orders for these goods are for five or more 1ls-story hives,
with perhaps one or more crates of five extra hive supers and such quantity o!
section boxes, wax foundation and other small supplies as the purchaser may
require. The crates of five 114-story hives, as well as the honey extractor, are
beavy enough to make a frmg%n shipment alone which will be profitable to the
purchaser, but we list the small and light weight supplies only for the accommo-
dation of our customers and with the recommendation that you be sure to
order such of these small supplies as you want at the same time that
you order your hives, then the small su%phes will be shipped with the hives
with very little if any extra cost for freig We reserve the right to returr
your money on orders for bee supplies when the bee supplies ordered do nor
make a total weight of about 100 pounds. All Beehives and Bee Supplics ars
shipped from the factory in Western Iowa.

Globe Bee Vell.
The best protection against bees.
Has five light spring steel bars
which keep the veil away from the
face and neck. These bars are but-
toned to studs on the neckband of
the veil. Made of French cotton
tulle with silk face piece. £

Hoffman Self 8pacing
Frames.

‘The deep frame is the same size
as the Lanzstrath frames used in
aBl of our brood hi It 18 17%
tnches long by 9!4 Inches deep,
with 19-inch top plece. The shal-
low frame is the same a8 is used

ln our extractmg mve supers. It No. 32K3544 (lobe Bee Veil. Wt., 8
7% inchea 53¢ inches ounces. Price................ . ... 93¢
de;f and has 19 mch top piece,
ok galy in foll crates.  Shipped Drone Trap and Swarm Guard
No. 32K3B20 Crate of 100 Shallow For exterminating dronos
Hoffman Frames. Wt., 26 Ibs,, Priee, $§.72 hen too numerous and to

No. 32K3521 Crate of 100 Deep Hoff-
man Frames. Wt., 451bs. Price.. ..$2,52 pertorated zinc through which

the workers cam pass, but
with holes too small for drones and fertiia
quecns.  In the act of swarming, the queeo
enters the upper compartment and the workers
ctuster on the trap ready to be hived.

No. 32K3547 Drone Trap. Wt, 3 1.
42c

Section Honey Boxes.
At Reduced Prices.

Our are made

of clear ba.swood perfect in_fnish ana tree | WoOd 8Slat Zino Honey Board.
from defecis.  They are No. 1 grade and the Made for 8-frame hives.
very best sectlons made. Size i8 4)4x4}{ xle/a Has thin slatg within the rim,

'ﬁc&e:éd only in full crates.  Shipped | with sm;ips (;f zlr[_l)c having two

rows of holes between each

No, 32K3524 Crate of 250 Sections. | two slats. Stiffer and strong-
Wt., 18 1bs. Price .. ..... ......... $1.39 | er than other forms, and pre- B

Ne, 3525 " Crate ot 500 Sections.
Wi.. .’se lbs Price .. ............... $2.48

Wax Comb Foundatlion.

Made of strictly pure,
bright yellow bees’ wax.
Very tough, perfectly
free’ from grit aZd dirt
and easily worked by the
beea. Brood foundation sheets are 8x16!5
incheg and run about 7 sheets to the pound.
Super foundation sheets are 3% xI6!4 inches

run about 25 sheets to the pound. So
only in even pounds.

No. 32K3528 Medium Brood Founda-
tion. Price, per Ib. 55

Ne. 32K3529 Thin Super F

Price, per |

serves the bee space more accurately.
No. 32K3580 Wood Stat Zinc Honey
Board. Wt., 14 1bs. Price.. ......24c¢

La Reese Bee Escape.

B R S This escape can be placed
#li under hive supers which ara
crowded with bces, without
fear of smothering the becs
and it.cannot become clogged.
The hum of the bees below
=== Induces the upper bees to de-
scend through the wire cones in less time
than with any other cscape.

No. 32K3583 La Reese Bee Escape.
Wt, 1lzlbs. Price ... ........... ..33c¢

Division Board Bes Feeder.
This is the most satiafactory
feeder made. It sets into the
brood hive in place of a br
frame or the division board.
Itcan be used for stimulating as well as feeding

. 62c

Parker Foundation
Fastener. @ _

tendid too!

1 for i

EXTRACTINC DOVETAILED HIVES.
These hives are Grcatl{)keduced
$g-82

upecially designed rice.
FOR FIVE,

for honey that is to
be extracted from

comb. The U-
lstration at the
kft shows a com-

these supers.
brood hive IS the
8 used

No.32K3510 Crate of five 1 };-story Extracting HW?éWt..

127 1bs. _Price. .82

l0.32K35l2 e Supers.

., 35 lhs t.94

No. 3 35 I 3 Singie I }3-story Extracting Hive. Wt., 27

1bs. Pr ....................................... .68

39,98 No. l5 GOVIAN HONEY EXTRAGTOB,
CED FROM st 2

THE MOST SUCCESSFUL EXTRACTOR M
The hi e extractor on the market. Stronxly ‘made_of
galvamzed steel with comical bottom and supplied with anchor
peckets are hinzed like a door inside of a pair
of hoops the combs are put into these pockets (after uncapping),
the boue{1 extracted from one side by a few turns of the erapk, and
then without touching the comb, the pocket {8 swung around and
a few more turns of the crank extracts the honey from the other
Intended for extracting from frames, but pockets are 2
inches wide, 8o that honey cam be extracted from partly filles
sections by placing them in a wide frame. Comb pockets are 93¢
inches, canis 20 inches in diameter and 28 inehes bigh. The very
best extractor made and suitable for general work.
32K3575 Cowan Homey Extractor. Wt.,, 70 Ibs. Price............. $0.98

No.

. which attach the
the

i the winter. Bees caun be fed without expos-
ing the cluster and without smoking. Ifold:
threc pints, i8 nailed together and loside 18
coated with paraloe wax.
No. 32K3556 Division Board Bee Feed-
Wt., ¥ lb. Price 26¢c

A
comb foundation imto sect
boxes. Made only for 4/x4/-
fnch eeetions.

...... er.

Hand 8ection Press.

This press is for putting to-
gether one-piecesectionhon-
ey boxes. Onesweep of the le-
B ver presses the dovetailed
RV ends together squarely, with-

ut breaking the corners.
Made only 1or 4yx4y-mch sections.

No. 32K3538 Hand Sec!ion Press.

Wt 14 lhs Price.. ...l 48¢

Champion Bee Smoker.
The best smoker Reduced to §
74 Cents.

Porter Bee Escape.

This device is to be placed ip
the cemter of a honey board and
saves & great deal of work and
worry, such as smoking and brushing bees
out of hive supers, We furnish this bee es-
cape without board. Just place the eseapo in
a board of proper size and slip the escape with
board between super and hive and the pext
morning your bees are all out of the super

Ne, 32K
W2 ounees.

oa the market,
convenient, well
made and very
Has

Bee Brush.

A strongly made and very dur=-

able brush with soft and pliable

fibers, secured in & strong weod @

handle, long cnough to
aeross an ordinary Langstroth frame.

Io 32K3565 Bee Brush. Wt., 40‘111'71005

PriCe. .ttt iiiiarees ceiannns

fire chamber to

bellows are firmly
secured to both fire
chamber and bel-

Swarm Catcher.
This is a very simple catch.

lows. Nozzle i3 er but is the best made. Itis
hinged to top of a conical wire basket with
bellows. Th four sides and a cover and ia

to be attached to a long pole
or handle. Pole Is not ln-
cluded in price, as any long

alr 4
passage between the bellows and the fire cham-
ber compels alt the air from the bellows to be
forced through the fuel. Its strength of blast

is surr)risinz le will answer.
32K 5¢ l Champion Bee Smoker. No. 320(35% Swarm Catcher Wt., 4
Wt., IV tbs, Price................... ZAcilbs. Priee...........ccieeiiinnennn 79c¢

ALL BEE KEEPERS® SUPPLIES AND BEEHIVES ARE SHIPPED FROM
THE FACTORY IN WESTERN IOWA.
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Introducing “Voices from the Hive” David srael
by Lori Harley, Editor

Welcome to this new feature of 7he Bee Line, thanks to a
suggestion by MSBA member David Israel. David thought
it might be interesting to periodically learn about beekeepers
from around the state via featured profiles, so it only makes
sense to me to make his profile the first.

At the very least, these profiles will prove fun and informative,
helping us all appreciate the myriad of perspectives brought

together around this mutual beekeeping interest.

As seasoned beekeepers well know, and new beekeepers soon
learn, gaining the experience and confidence necessary to keep
bees well requires time inside the hive, time reading books,
and most importantly, time spent with a network of fellow
beekeepers, and ideally, time with a special mentor. At its best,

this feature could pave the way for matching mentors with BRUNSWICK [CUMBERLAND COUNTY |

learning beekeepers.
BEEKEEPER SINCE: WHOLE LIFE, KINDA...SEE BELOW

Given the intricacies of beekeeping and the significant impact
the beekeeper can have on the well-being of his/her charges,
an importand goal of the MSBA is to educate its membership DAY JOB: COMMUNICATIONS AT BOWDOIN
on the art and science of beekeeping, with future resources
such as the following:

4 RURAL HIVES & 2 GROWING SUBURBAN NUCS

My father was a beekeeper, so I have always been around bees.
We even had an observation hive in the dining room growing
o streamlined bee school curricula and up. It was only a couple of years ago that I got my own—

bee school teacher training, when my father-in-law’s CSA farm (www.finsonfarm.com)

BEGINNINGS

had a dearth of pollinators and I figured I could run a couple

o facilitated study groups for beekeepers preparing fhives b If
of hives by myself.

for the Master Beekeeper Certification Program, and

Patience. You really can’t rush mother nature or expect

o teaching materials which can be used in less formal, X
bee supply catalogues to deliver when you want them to.

less in-depth presentations/introductions to beekeeping
such as are often requested by area schools and groups.

LESSON(S)
LEARNED

Stay tuned! # Trying to get some things accomplished by serving on the
board of the Maine State Beekeepers Association with regards
to effective communication and spreading the responsibility
and ability of our 400-plus members to contribute informa-
tion to the Association (the web is a marvelous thing). I also
hope to be able to help a couple of others along, as many
members of my local clubs have helped me (special shout-out
to Erin MacGregor-Forbes).

Submit the name and contact info (with his/her permission,
please) of a beekeeper you would like to see profiled here,
or submit your own profile and photographs for consideration

GOALS

to thebeeline@maine.rr.com.

I have yet to let the rest of the world in on the secret that

VIEW

beekeeping isn't really that scary—if they found out, it might
not seem that cool or dangerous.

I am working on
learning to take the

I consider my bees to be
both livestock and pets.

BK STYLE
BEES

long view.

MY SKILL LEVEL: NEWBEE 123 45078010 MASTER BEEKEEPER



HUMBLE

ABODES

INCORPORATED

Manufacturers of Quality

Apiary Woodenware

SUPPLIERS PRICING

Bees-N-Me, Bowdoinham, 666-5643 Productavailability and ordering:

R.B.Swan&Son, Inc., Brewer, 989-7803 Tofree: 1-877-423-3269

Swan’s Honey, Albion, 437-2251 (877-4 BEE BOX)

Brown’sApiaries, N. Yarmouth, 829-4246 (207) 549 '550 1

Country ThymeApiaries, Steep Falls, 675-3445 FAX: (2 0 7) 549-5512
Visa & MasterCard accepted

humbleabodes@prexar.com | www.humbleabodesinc.com
636 Coopers Mills Road, Windsor, MAINE
Maya’s Apiary

5 Frame Nucs
available Spring 2010

Maine-raised Queen Bees
available Mid-Summer

Call for Pricing

Peter Kucharski
Augusta, ME 04330
(207) 621-8639

mayasapiary.com

Jun/Jul 2010

Brown’s Bee Farm

North Yarmouth, ME
www.brownsbeefarm.com

Beekeeping Supplies

TIME TO TREAT FOR MITES
Apilife Var

Apiguard
Mite-Away I
IN STOCK

Plus a full line of woodenware
Beeswax foundation
Smokers
Hand Tools
Medications

and more
FMI contact: Stan Brown
H 207.829.4246 C 207.232.1016
Karen Thurlow-Kimball
H 207.846.4449 C 207.329.9934
beekeeper@maine.rr.com

SWAN’S
HONEY

Dealer for MANN LAKE, BRUSHY MOUNTAIN and GAMBER CONTAINER;
also HUMBLE ABODES and NOD APIARY PRODUCTS

FULL line
of containers,
glassware, &

“SWAN'S has the
lowest prices
for jars because

they buy

containers

46 different by the semi-
glass jars/ trailer load!”

bottles
Bulk corn

Queens
Available
at Store!

(207) 437-2251

Store Hours: M - F: 8 — 3 | SAT: 8 - 12
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For many decades, bee venom therapy has
been advocated by a number of medical
doctors (MDs). Charlie Mraz, the “dean
of bee venom therapy,” worked with

Drs. Beck, Broadman and others up until
their deaths in the late 1930s and 1940s.
Both medical doctors published their
clinical works of success and failures.
Charles Mraz spent tireless hours with
them as he was convinced over six decades
that bee venom therapy would play an
important role in human health, especially
for arthritic conditions and later, multiple
sclerosis. Prior to his death, Charlie pub-
lished Health and the Honeybee in 1995,
which he dedicated to his predeceased wife
Margaret. I personally met Charlie and
Margaret at numerous EAS conferences

in New England in the 1960s and 1970s.

Charlie was an acclaimed authority world-
wide in commercial beekeeping before
gaining recognition on his pioneer work
in bee venom therapy. His collaboration
with very respectable physicians of recent
times include Drs. Theodore Cherbuliez,
Bradford Weeks, and a few others.

His daughter Michelle Mraz has carried
on his vision and work through the
American Apitherapy Society. This
organization renders homage to Charlie
and his continued work until his death

at 94 years of age.

So what does all this mean to us, in the
business of keeping and managing honey-
bees? Bee venom therapy comes with

the craft, as we all receive stings over time.
With the keeping and handling of bees,
say after 40-50 years, and receiving lots
of stings, we either become sensitive to
or non-allergic to the stings. There is a
current saying that beekeepers do not get
arthritis. Is this true or false? Well, I at
least have a personal answer. I contracted
rheumatic fever in 1960 when I first
started keeping bees. My personal physi-

cian kept testing my blood and asking me
if I was experiencing any joint pains or
muscle problems, and my answer was “no.”
At the time, I did not know the connection
between joint and muscle problems with
rheumatic fever. After 30 years of annual
physicals and blood checks (he was looking
for my sedimentation rate to go down,
and it did after a few years), my doctor
continued to be amazed at my health and
continued improvement. When he retired,
his final prescription for me was, “Matt
keep getting stung.” Since we do not
know the dosage or all the sting locations,
which have been random over my lifetime,
it is difficult to scientifically document

my case. I cannot explain this either, but

I will conclude that the bee stings are not
causing me any harm and that my case

is perhaps a good clinical trial, but not
well-documented.

Over the past four decades, I have provided
honeybees to local folks—roofers, carpen-
ters, contract workers, and people suffering
from joint pain—who all came to me

for bees. I advise them to first get a sensi-
tivity test for bee venom, and if negative,

I would be happy to provide them with
bees to treat their joints. I neither could,
nor would give any medical advice. I give
them references and published drawings,
only. They have to apply the stings. All

I have asked is that they let me know if
they experience any negative effects and/or
if the treatment is not successful. I have
never received a negative response over all
these years. Therefore, no conclusions on
my part. However, I did treat my wife from
1993 through 1999 with significant success
in the relief of joint pain in her hands,
wrists, elbows, hips and shoulders. She
wanted to try, and so I followed Charles
Mraz’s book and diagrams.

More recent work by Pat Wagner can be
found in her 1997 book, How Well Are

You Willing To Bee?, that documents her
miraculous recovery from MS through
bee venom therapy. A very interesting
read. She also documents her work
with Charles Mraz and the American
Apitherapy Society.

My conclusion is this: Scientists always
like to see documented work, and the
field of Apitherapy is wide open. Prior

to and after WWII, science brought us
the discovery of Penicillin, followed

by anti-inflammatory drugs. Thereafter,
the research into bee venom was simply
dropped—there was no more money for
that research, as the profit-making motive
had been lost. So I make this null hypothesis
(to be tested) as to the effectiveness of
bee venom on human health. This may
never be answered, but I throw it out as

a scientific statement. I conclude that

it has worked for me, even though it was
not my intention to be stung in the first
place—it just happened.

Editors Note: You can find more
information regarding Pat Wagner
at www.olg.com/beelady




SUMMER CLUB ACTIVITIES
Cumberland Beekeepers

Open Hive

Saturday, June 26, 11am
(rain date: Sunday, June 27)

Red Brook Honey

(details via members-only email list)

10 hives! Possible marking of drones
for practice, making of increase-nucs
for overwintering.

Open Hive

Tentative for Sunday, July 11
(rain date: Sunday, July 18)

The Finson Farm

(details via members-only email list)

- Western Maine Beekeepers

: Open Hive
Saturday, June 19, 11am

© Steve Herb, 778-5031
: 91 Staples Pond Road, Temple

: Picnic and Annual Meeting
Saturday, July 24, 10am

© Senior Citizen Building,

Jun/Jul 2010

 York Beekeepers

: Open Hive
Saturday, June 19
South Berwick

i (details via members-only email list)

¢ This will be an informal meeting; people
sometimes come and go throughout.

Bring a lawn chair, veil and a potluck
i plate. Our host has offered cold well water,

Kineowartha Park, Wilton
Cost: $1/person (13 and older)

¢ soft drinks, coffee and tea to the group.

. Bring: plates, silverware, beverages

i (no alcohol in the park), a salad or desert
: to share, and lawn chairs; you may also

: want sun screen and bug repellent!

. 'We will have a raffle—donations for

the raffle would be greatly appreciated.

Open Hives are a great opportunity for learning—see how others set-up their apiaries, enjoy tours through a wide variety of hives,
and keep connected with your local beekeeping community!

WORKSHOP

How to Make Summer Nucs: Cumberland County Beekeepers Association

Presenter: Master Beekeeper
Erin MacGregor-Forbes

Thursday, June 24, 1 — 4pm
(rain date: June 25)

163 Highland Cliff Road, Windham

Participation: Limited to 20 people (this
workshop is not designed for first-year
beekeepers; two-plus years of beekeeping
experience is recommended)

Fee: $110 (includes 2 queens and
1 divided hive body to contain the nucs)

FMI: Erin MacGregor-Forbes, 838-4046

or queenbee@overlandhoney.com

Register online at www.overlandhoney.com

via PayPal, or contact Erin for registration form.

A hands-on workshop utilizing the CCBA’s club hives to make four summer nucs for the
purpose of wintering-over for use the following year. (Two nucs per each full-sized colony.)
Northern-raised queens from Michael Palmer of French Hill Apiaries will be utilized

to head the newly made colonies. Participants will learn the fundamentals of making their
own summer nucs as well as receive instruction on preparing the new colonies for wintering.

Each participant will leave the workshop with two queens and one divided hive body
so they can make up their own nucs in their home apiary. This requires at least one strong,
healthy queenright colony in the beekeeper’s own yard.

Purpose: to begin educating our membership in methods of sustainable apiary manage-
ment, as facilitated by wintering nucleus colonies. The goal of making summer nucs is

to provide a strategy for England beekeepers to obtain locally raised increase/replacement
colonies in the early spring. Due to climactic conditions, it is feasible to raise and mate
Northern queens in the early spring in New England. It is for this reason that we raise
our queens spring and summer of the previous year and support them with small (nucleus)
colony through the winter. The following spring overwintered nucleus colonies are used
by beekeepers to replace deadout colonies, to increase colony numbers, or to provide the
beekeeper a benefit by offering these nucleus colonies for sale.
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BULIINGS

Submit all announcements and news at least 15 days prior to publication date (see page 3).

Eastern Apicultural Society 2010 Conference

Monday — Friday, August 2 — 6, 2010
Appalachian State University in Boone, North Carolina

Monday and Tuesday will feature a Short Course with EAS Master
Beekeepers presenting the Introductory Level classes, and a number
of well-known educators teaching the Advanced Level, including
Keith Delaplane, Nick Calderone, Wyatt Magnum, Jennifer Berry,

Marion Ellis, Maryann Frazier, and Clarence Collison.

The remainder of the week will be comprised of lectures and
workshops on a variety of topics. From apiary record software
to woodworking, microscopy classes to talking to youngsters
about bees, there are sessions to interest all. There is even a Bee
Rodeo planned with hive-tool throwing, a queen-finding race
and smoker-lighting contests.

There will be times for socializing, a barbecue and awards
banquet, vendors to visit, and even a tour of Brushy Mountain

Bee Farm. Boone is just off the Blue Ridge Parkway in the
beautiful Blue Ridge Mountains, with family attractions like
Grandfather Mountain, Tweetsie Railroad and Mast General
Store; outdoor adventures including whitewater rafting,
hiking, biking and horseback riding; as well as great shopping,
performing arts and visual arts.

FMI: www.easternapiculture.org

The Apiary News

The spring edition of the Worcester County Beekeepers
Association newsletter is now available on their website:
www.honeybeeclub.org

Maine State Hive Registrations Due

Registration forms for reporting 2010 hives:
www.maine.gov/agriculture/pi/apiary/index.htm

DADANT & Song

QuALITY — SERVICE — VALUE
Since 1663

136 Rt. 17C (East) « Waverly, NY 14892-0267

Ph. (607) 595-2860 + Fax (607) 565-3710

Toll Free Order Number 1-877-532-3268
www.dadant.com

W

* Brood Builder
* MegaBee

* Nozevit

* Woodenware — Hives "}

* Extracting Equipment N
* Protective Clothing
* Bee Medications

* Mite Treatments — Apiguard
* Honey Containers

* Honey Handling Products

* Plastic Frames & Foundation

"-

* Smokers

* Hand Tools
* Beeswax Foundation
* Wine & Mead Making Accessories
* Books; American Bee Journal

Full line of
BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES
available in
BREWER.

For your
beekeeping
needs!

Supers, Smokers,
Medications,
Bee Suits,
Containers

& More!

Hareld sand Hlda Swan
(207) 989-7803 ELr NN
Brewer ME 04412
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O Annual Family $ 22.50
O 5-Year Individual $ 68.00 .
Ol &-¥oas Funedly s 1000y Please make check payable to:
O Lifetime Individual $180.00 Maine State Beekeepers Association

O Lifetime Family $270.00

Send to:

Eric B. Davis, Membership
Total Payment $ 70 Totte Road, PO Box 76

O Extra Gift Contribution $

Shapleigh, ME 04076
ebd1@hotmail.com | 207-636-3123

HONEYBEES NEED YOU!

This is a []new / [Jrenewing membership (check one). How did you find out about the MSBA?

Jun/Jul 10:v28-3



