
The Underground Railroad Comes Alive!                
A Conversation with Kimberly Simmons                   

The Great, Great, Great, Granddaughter                           
of Caroline Quarlls Watkins 

Wednesday, November 16, 5:00pm to 7:00pm 
Brown Street Academy, 2029 N. 20th Street  

Sponsored by the Fieldhands and Foodways Project of Alice’s Garden                 
with support from the Greater Milwaukee Foundation 

Alice’s Garden is an urban agricultural              
project located on a two-acre parcel of land 
that was once part of abolitionist Deacon 
Samuel Brown’s farm. In 1842, Deacon 
Brown was the first farmer to provide safe 
passage to Caroline Quarlls, who escaped 
from the plantation in St. Louis where she 
was enslaved. Events at Brown’s farm led   
historically to the birth of the Underground 
Railroad in Wisconsin!  Brown Street   
Academy, the oldest elementary school in 
the city, also sits on land that was part of 
Deacon Brown’s farm, and the school was 
named after Samuel Brown to honor his    
courageous efforts.  Caroline’s story is one of 
courage and valor on the part of many, and 
eventually, she made safe passage through 
Michigan, on to Canada, where she lived out 
her life.  The letters she wrote back to those 
who helped guide her to freedom are on   
display at the Kenosha Civil War Museum.  
You are invited to join us for a reception and 
conversation with Kimberly Simmons as 
she recounts the under-told story of her 
Great, Great, Great Grandmother, Caroline 
Quarlls!                                                      
This event is FREE and open to the public! 

Caroline Quarlls Watkins 

For More Information,                                        

contact Venice Williams,                                                 

Alice’s Garden Program Director,                                                             

at 414.687.0122 or venicewb@msn.com 


