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High tunnel tomato variety trials

By Santie Kure-Jensen ncome i southern New  Project Summery
Four Rhode lsland England.” Beason cxtension using
farms participated In & Andy Radin of URI Ex- high tunnels has in-
13-variely tormato trial n  tension led this project  oreased the economic via
9013, The trials were and oversaw URI's Exper- bility of small  Tarims
funded through & one-  tment Station demonstra-  across. the globe. Indoor
year, S15,000 Northeast tion of inlenstve indoor Producton generalty re
Sustalnable Agriculture tomale cultivation meth- duces disease pressure
Research & Education ods including proning  and fungicide cost. Early
{SARE} Partnership Grant  and an adjustable, Jlean:  production means higher
tifled, “Realtzing the po-  ing and lowertng” trellis. Prices in early summer
tential of high tunnel  ing system, value often lending to
tomsato production and Tomato s
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higher profits. Smaller
varleties were ready by
the cnd of June. The ex-
i Jabor peruired for In
tensive  (ndoor  growing
anad trellising {x gerserally
castly necovwered In in-
ereased  varly sales fat
high moargins] and e
dusedl Inpul costs

The pimary  parame
ters feasited in the teial
were viekd and tissue g

trient  fevels. Growers
used thetr prelemed pro
duection methed. either
srrventiontl or organic
Farmers prew with or
without  mulel,  using
vitrious waler and  pest
management plana, el
tistng sysfomm and feoritli-
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These tomato irials
Benefll new and expert
enced high turnel oo

ers with tomaln varely
reconmendations  and
trellis demonstratinns lor
roasimiie e of covered
growing space.  Growers
frosn fihode Istand, Cone
pecticot aoed Massach:
settn aitended s Twilight
Meeling a1 URDs Agrono.
iy Research Fars which
featuired basting. compnr-
s of (pmalo varndlies
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the  teellistng  fochnique.
The Mortheast Organic
Farmi Agzociation of
Fhode Ieland (NOUA/HL
helid a Collaborative He-
ponal Alllanice for Farmer
Fralning (CHAFT] Work:
shitip st Bie Sky Farm in
Crapston, Bl one ol the
fsuik omaat teial Tsrmis
Varlety Trinl Results
The 13 indetereninats
fomato varietics wers se

THE ALL-NEW VIKING EPS 4XA4.

ale the 10 o 20 percent

tower light fsteastty of the
gy Himnel yet have ex-
ceptionad flavor, appear-
ance  and  direct mar
ketabliity. The varielies
wre (i arder of greatest
vicld per plaoith Clermon.
CGoldeny Rave, Hebelaki,
Ciranadesn, Sueanne, Fink
Beauty, Sakura, Juliet,
Poezane, Black Cherry,
Goblen Sweet, Hed Poard
atd fndign Hose,

5 fpot l:y :550 foot Bl
for 330 planis. though
growers wse a much high
er deosity. Tall high tun-
nels are the best auited o
this type of trellising sys.
fean A lypival planting
ouight include 175 cherry
lomato planis lyielding
12 pints/plant at 84 mh
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come until lde Moy or
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heating {comverting &
igh  tunuel” it 8
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mtra  early  production
st when adding In labor
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Pruning & Trellising
o ke full sadvintagie of
pring season . extenaion.
amatoes  were  planted
o high tunndds tn April
ower Iead pruning! only
P b the fiyst frall cluster
wegan the necond weell of
e As bwer frult was
sicked. beal proning con
fued up o pext Featt
dusters.  Hadln  recom
nended  leaving  some
eaves above frult to pre-
el sunscald, Pruning fo
1 single stesn and remeoval
i suckers arwl branches
ma doge (hroughout the
TOWING Seasoa.

The URI  Agronomy
e used “Teaniog s
wering” trellising allow-
i aﬂdm»mi vertical
owing oll season lorg.
1 long  siring  was
mand ond drellls hangers
@r the high tuaeed cell
£ When the vines reach
& top of the string, the
ring was unwend ad
e bhangers were slid
! everbead  Dunnels
ngth cables o other
wes bar, The leafless
nes weee ladd along the
fgh tunsned floor

In the LI high tunnel,
pils  were  tested s
mended per New Eng
mnd Vegetable Manage-
ent Guide reconumendd
ans in Lale March or ear
toApnl. Planis  were
paced 16 inches within
W 5 feed between rows,
Al the URL Agronomy
arm, lomato ransplanty
#re et in the ground on
prtl 18 with soll Lemsper
tare ot 62 degrees Fand
vernight temperutures
j the high 208 Reemay
W oovers were used
wermight through  the
st week of May 1o pre-
mt cold dumage Nylon
elliaing strings were sei
P whea covern became

unnecossary. High tunsnel
sidrs were rolled up most
days gl closed nightly
through mid-May, Waler
wan applied for one hour
on slerpate  davs, D
ervastng (o one and o half
Tonirs . Strww manich was
installed in late My
when  aoll  temperatione
eemchied 70 degroes F.
Vines were seoured o
tretlis sirings with plastic
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clips, Trellis and plant
iowering bhegan in late
June to keep plants bee
fow hot greenhouse oov-
ers. “Leandng and lower.
ing" allowed additional
wvine growth,

Seaunn-long plant fer-
Hitly was maintained us-
tnig deip fertigation with
organie fertility sources
ffish emulsten and soa
el ratrack]
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