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Evaluating Biochar in Field Production 
of Ornamental Woody Plants
Mina Vescera, Nursery/Landscape Specialist, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk County

Ligustrum ovalifolium
Pseudotsuga menziesii

response. This article reports on 

plots. Treatments are replicated 

Error bars represent standard error of the mean. Only the negative error bar for 

Installation of the California privet trial in June. Biochar was incorporated 
into experimental plots after plugs had been planted in late May. 
Deborah Aller is pictured in the background applying the biochar.



Serving Suffolk County Agricultural and Horticultural Industries February 2020   17

measure nitrogen loss. Leachate 

and managed pests as needed. In 

later articles. Considering this trial 

This material is based upon work 
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Dominick Zeppetella, Agricultural Stewardship Technician, harvests 


