
Pasture/ hay field
Location/Site History: 
250 total acres of diversified organic hay and 
dairy production (increasing) on this farm. This 
25 ac field has been in long term hay 
production with the alfalfa component 
decreasing. The naturally well-draining field is 
easily eroded and there is a pond located at the 
bottom of the 6% slope. There is a CNMP-
required buffer strip around the pond but the 
family can no longer swim due to excessive 
algae blooms.

Opportunities, Challenges, Grower Info: 
The farm uses most of the land to grow organic 
hay for sale off-farm. Limited inputs include 
wood ash and horse manure. The farm now 
offers eggs, meat, and more milk (sold to a 
local cheesemaker) all with organic 
certification. Farm goals are to improve soil 
health and farm productivity, long-term 
sustainability and the regained use of the pond 
for recreational uses. The CNMP showed that 
net nutrient exports off the farm were causing 
nutrient deficiencies on some of the fields.
Diverse equipment is available to the younger 
generation of farmers who want to use cover 
crops to improve pastures and enhance the 
function of the land resource.


