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Improve the physical soil properties: water infiltration, aggregate stability, and water-holding
capacity.

Because of its greater water-holding capacity, compost reduces erosion and is less likely to
leach nutrients.

Improve soil chemical properties: nutrient content and cation exchange capacity.
Improve soil biological properties like disease suppression and nutrient cycling.

Creation of a value-added product. Compost depending on market and quality can create
another revenue stream for farmers.

Composting reduces the manure weight and volume allowing the compost to be hauled farther
and to lands that normally do not have manure spread on them.

Composting is a method to control or kill weed seed and pathogens.

An effective way to increase organic percentages in agricultural fields.

Knowing where your feedstocks are coming from or where they have been is good
management. Feedstocks exposed to herbicides like chloropyralid and aminopyralid (pyridine
herbicides) can harm plants and remain active in compost.

Composting does produce leachate. Preventing leachate production is the best way to not have
a problem, but if leachate exists filter berms, berms, swales, and filter strips all are good best
management practices for cleaning up runoff and leachate.

On-farm composting can reduce the yield loss for the organic breakdown after field application.
Compost can reduce the amount of conventional fertilizer used on fields.

Compost reduces odors and reduces vector presents like flies and rodents.

Composting does require time and management to make finished, quality product.

Composting allows farmers another tool to manage manure and to develop an end product that
fits their needs or wants: soil amendment, erosion control, heifer bedding, retail product, etc.
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