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ÁPhysalisperuviana
ÁSolanaceouscrop from South America
Áannual with marble sized fruit; tropical flavor
Áeaten raw; jam / jelly; dried.
Áfits standard vegetable crop rotations
Ácommon names:
ÁCape gooseberry
ÁPohaberry
ÁIncaberry
ÁPichuberry



ÁClosely related to:

Átomatillo (P. ixocarpa)

Áground cherries (P. pruinosa)



Áextremely pubescent (hairy)

Áhusk has 10 ribs

Áplants 5 or 6 feet tall

Ánot precocious

Áglabrous (smooth)

Áhusk has 5 ribs

Á~ 3 feet tall

Áextremely precocious



ÅProduction guidelines for US are non-existent, thus:

ÅUSDA-SARE Project LNE-18-362:

ȬGoldenberries(Physalisperuviana): A New Fruit 
for CSA Farms and Farmers -ÁÒËÅÔÓȭ
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ÁEvaluate:

ÁGermplasm characteristics

ÁProduction practices

ÁIdentify:

ÁPhysalisperuvianaseed sources

ÁSuperior germplasm for production

ÁGermplasm for use in cultivar development



ÁEncourage goldenberryevaluation by:

Áproviding germplasm

Áproducing a Sustainable GoldenberryProduction Guide

Áprovide updates via presentations at growers meetings. 



ÁIs there a market?



Many Potential health benefits.



Photos courtesy of Andrew Ristvey, U of Md.



















ÁNearly all goldenberriessold in US are 
imported from Colombia, Peru, Chile and 
Ecuador.



ÁWe are trying to figure out:

ÁBest genotype

ÁLook good

ÁTaste good

ÁHow to grow it here



ÁGrower evaluation of 2 genotypes

ÁRutgers evaluation of 30 genotypes

ÁRutgers evaluation of production practices
ÁMulch color

ÁPruning

ÁTrellising



https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/lne18-362/
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ÁColorado Potato Beetle
(Leptinotarsadecemlineata)

Á3 lined potato beetles

(Lemadaturaphila)

ÁHornworms
ÁArmyworm
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Photo courtesy of Andrew Ristvey, U of Md.



Lemadaturaphila



(Leptinotarsadecemlineata)



Å Tobacco hornworm (Manducasexta)
Å black margins on white stripes
Å red horn

Å Tomato hornworm (Manduca
quinquemaculata)
Å green margins on white stripes
Å blue horn.



Photos courtesy of Andrew Ristvey, U of Md.



ÁLarge, vigourous, healthy plants.

ÁFruit were very slow to ripen (September).

ÁLow yield.

ÁFlavor got mixed reviews
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GoldenberryÓÅÅÄ ÉÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÍÉÓÌÁÂÅÌÅÄȣ



NOTGoldenberry

ÁCape Gooseberry

ÁChiltern Seeds

ÁTomatillo Ground Cherry

ÁSeed Needs

ÁGiant PohaBerry

ÁCaribbean Garden Seed



ÁVariability among genotypes limited

Á4×Ï ÆÒÕÉÔÉÎÇ ȬÔÙÐÅÓȭ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ discerned:

ÁSmall

ǐmarble sized and shaped fruit (2 ɀ3 g each)

ÁLarge

ǐirregularly shaped fruit (5 ɀ6 g each)

ǐmore tropical flavor than smaller fruit



ÁSmall fruited

ÁȬ#ÁÐÅ 'ÏÏÓÅÂÅÒÒÙȭ 
TradeWindsFruit Company

ÁȬ!ÍÂÒÏÓÉÁȭ

Fedcoseeds

ÁLarge fruited

ÁȬSchoenbrunn'ÏÌÄȭ 
Turtle Tree Seed Company





ÁCape Gooseberry (TradewindsFruit) 
ÁAmbrosia (Fedco)
ÁSchoenbrunnGold (Turtle Tree Seed)

ÁBlack plastic mulch on raised beds

ÁWith trellising (simple two wire trellis using T-
stakes and twine)

ÁWith pruning to the first bifurcation of the main 
stem
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