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What is “Organic?”

Rosalyn Lehman, executive director
lowa Organic Association



Organic Trivia

What is the #1 organic commodity in the US (measured in sales)?

USDA

ORGANIC



Organic Trivia
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Milk = $1.38 billion
Eggs #2 (5816 M)
Broliers #3 (S750)
Apples #4 (S327)
Lettuce #5 (S277)
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Organic Trivia

What is the #1 organic field crop in the US (measured in sales)?

USDA

ORGANIC
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Organic Trivia

What state is #1 in organic corn grain production
(acres & bushels harvested)?

USDA

ORGANIC



Organic Trivia

lowa! ~30k acres & 4m bushels
Minnesota is #2




Organic Trivia

What state is #1 in organic soybean production
(acres & bushels harvested)?

USDA

ORGANIC



Organic Trivia

lowa! ~20k acres & 870k bushels
Minnesota is #2

ORGANIC




Definition of Organic Production

From the National Organic Program:

A production system that is managed in accordance with the
[Organic Food Production Act]...to respond to site-specific conditions
by integrating cultural, biological, and mechanical practices that
foster cycling of resources, promote ecological balance, and

conserve biodiversity.

USDA

ORGANIC



Organic Agriculture uses a Systems Approach

 Minimal use of external, off-farm inputs

e Excludes: Synthetic fertilizers, synthetic
pesticides, growth hormones, antibiotics, and
genetically modified organisms

* Management that maintain and enhance
ecological balance

e Soil and water conservation and improvement

Increased biodiversity of the farm and its
surroundings

e Use of crop rotations and cover crops to
recycle nutrients, build soil quality, and
disrupt pest/weed cycles

* Use of biological and mechanical pest
controls as a last resort




History

 Many standards and certifiers

* Organic Foods Production Act of 1990
* mplemented in 2002

* Only 1 standard; “organic” = USDA
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Presentation Notes
Wrote many more texts that emphasized soil health and set the stage for the organic farming movement
Worked with J.I. Rodale as an editor of Organic Farming and Gardening magazine



Brief History of Organic Agriculture

Sir Albert Howard (1873-1947)
e Father of modern composting practices

* Wrote An Agricultural Testament (1940) AN
 Emphasized the important of humus, JL]THL'.LII cunal
holding water in soil, and mycorrhizal ~ -
soil fungi Lestament

e Influenced J.I. Rodale - soil health

"The maintenance of the fertility of the soil
is the first condition of any permanent
system of agriculture.”



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Wrote many more texts that emphasized soil health and set the stage for the organic farming movement
Worked with J.I. Rodale as an editor of Organic Farming and Gardening magazine



Brief History of the Organic Movement

Lady Eve Balfour (1899-1990)

* Designed the first long term comparison of
organic and conventional agricultural
methods

* Wrote The Living Soil (1943)

“The most frequently heard argument is that
intensive chemical farming provides the only
hope of feeding the expanding world
population and has therefore to be accepted
whether we like it or not. To me it seems
probable that the exact opposite could prove
to be the case, and that it is an alternative
and largely organic agriculture that will be
forced upon us whether we like it or not.”




Brief History of the Organic Movement

Organio

J.I. Rodale (1898-1971) e B e {
* Father of the modern organic farming movement et

* Founded Rodale Inc. (1930s)
* Organic Farming and Gardening Magazine (1942)

 Purchased a farm in PA (1941) and founded the
Soil and Health Foundation (1947)
* Fostering scientific research and study

* Provided the main source of information about "non-
chemical" farming methods and was heavily influential
in the development of organic production methods.

“Healthy Soil = Healthy Food = Healthy People”
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Brief History of the Organic Movement

Robert Rodale (1930-1990)

* Bought 333-acre farm in Kutztown, PA (1972)

* Began the Farming Systems Trial (1981)

e Longest running organic vs. conventional comparison
in the United States

* Introduced New Farm magazine (1979)
* Coined the term “regenerative organic” to

distinguish a kind of farming that goes beyond
sustainable (1989)




Brief History of the Organic Movement

* Demand steadily increased for organic
products (1970s)

* Environment and consumer demand

* Decentralized certification programs (1980s)
* Each state had their own rules

* Congress passed the Organic Foods
Production Act (OFPA) in 1990

« USDA to write rules and regulations to explain the
law to producers, handlers and certifiers

* National Organic Standards Board established to
make recommendations for allowable substances
In organic production and handling, and to help
USDA write the regulations

* National Organic Program written and
implemented (2002)

25. ORGANIC FOODS PRODUCION ACT OF 1990

Title XXI of the Food, Agriculture, Conservation, and Trade Act of
1990 (Public Law 101-624)

TITLE XXI—ORGANIC CERTIFICATION

SEC. 2101. [7 U.S.C. 6501 note] SHORT TITLE.
This title may be cited as the “Organic Foods Production Act of
1990”.

SEC. 2102. [7 U.S.C. 6501] PURPOSES.
It is the purpose of this title—

(1) to establish national standards governing the marketing
of certain agricultural products as organically produced prod-
ucts;

(2) to assure consumers that organically produced products
meet a consistent standard; and

(3) to facilitate interstate commerce in fresh and processed
food that is organically produced.

USDA

ORGANIC


Presenter
Presentation Notes
This federal regulatory program develops and enforces uniform national standards for organically-produced agricultural products sold in the United States.


The National Organic Program

 Mandated by the Organic
Foods Production Act
(OFPA) (The Law)

* Administered by the USDA
Agricultural Marketing
Service

e Defined by Agriculture Code
of Regulations Part 205
(How it operates and what it
regulates)

Electronic Code of Federal Regulations

e-CFR data is current as of January 31, 2020

Title 7 — Subtitle B — Chapter | — Subchapter M — Part 205

Browse Previous | Browse Next

Title 7: Agriculture

PART 205—NATIONAL ORGANIC PROGRAM

Contents
Subpart A—Definitions

§205.1 Meaning of words.
§205.2 Terms defined.
§205.3 Incorporation by reference.



The National Organic Standards Board

* Appointed by the U.S. Secretary of Agriculture for 5-year term

* Makes recommendations concerning the implementation of the
National Organic Program

* Meets publicly twice per year

* Board has 15 members:
 Own or operate an organic farming operation (4)
* Own or operate an organic handling operation (2)

* Owns or operates a retail establishment with significant trade in organic
products (1)

* Expertise in areas of environmental protection and resource conservation (3)
 Who represent public interest or consumer interest groups (3)

e Expertise in the fields of toxicology, ecology, or biochemistry (1)

* A USDA accredited certifying agent (1)



The National Organic Standards Board

National Organic Standards Board (NOSB)
Meeting - Cedar Rapids, lowa

Event Date: Tuesday, October 27,2020 - 8:30am to Thursday, October 29,2020 - 6:00pm
Location: Cedar Rapids, |1A

Event Date:
Tuesday, October 27,2020 - 8:30am to Thursday, October 29, 2020 - 6:00pm Eastern Time

The NOSB will meet to discuss substances petitioned for addition to or deletion from the
National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances (National List), substances due to sunset from
the National List in 2022, and recommendations on organic policies.

The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) typically meets twice per year in various locations
around the United States. During meetings, the NOSB listens to public comments, discusses
agenda items, and then votes on recommendations to the Secretary in a public forum. Detailed
meeting information, including agendas, locations, proposals, and public comments, will be
posted below as it becomes available. For information on previous meetings, visit the NOSB
meetings page.

Meeting Information:
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Cedar Rapids Convention Complex
350 First Avenue NE

Cedar Rapids, lowa



USDA Organic Integrity Database:

e Contains up-to-date and accurate information about operations
that may and may not sell as organic, deterring fraud

* Increases supply chain transparency for buyers and sellers
* Promotes market visibility for organic operations
* https.//organic.ams.usda.gov/integrity/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Only certified operations can sell, label, or represent products as organic, unless exempt or excluded from certification. The INTEGRITY database improves access to certified organic operations by giving industry and public users an easier way to search for this information.


USDA Organic Integrity Database:

https://organic.ams.usda.gov/integrity/
USDA United States Department of Agriculture

‘-""" Agricultural Marketing Service
| Home | Search | Reports | |

Advanced Operation Search

ORGANIC

INTEGRITYoaAraBASE

ContactUs About

USDA

LogIn Register

‘ Search | ‘ Reset
Certifier -
Certifier
Sea or a Certifie E|
Operation Information &

Operation Name

Structured Name Search
NOP Operation ID

Certifier Client ID

Contact Last Name

City

State/Province

Search Summary

.. Search Tips

State/Province: IA

Operation Status: Certified

" Download Certificates [§§ Export To Excel

Operation

Certifier

Info

Status

City

State

Country

Certified Products

2 D Farms

4D Farms

A& ] Farms

A& W Farm
Operations, Inc

[GOA] Global

Organic Alliance,

Inc

[OCIA] Organic
Crop
Improvement
Association

[NICS] Nature's
International
Certification
Services

[ICS]
International
Certification
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Certified

Certified

Certified

Certified

Tama

Merrill

Monona

Cambridge

Iowa

Iowa

Iowa

Iowa

LUSA

USA

USA

USA

CROPS:

CROPS: Other: Rye

CROPS: Other: Corn, Hay, Oats

CROPS: Field/Forageable: Corn, Soybeans
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Presentation Notes
Find a specific certified organic farm or business, or search for an operation with specific characteristics. Listings come from USDA-Accredited Certifying Agents. Historical Annual Lists of Certified Organic Operations and monthly snapshots of the full data set are available for download on the Data History page. Only certified operations can sell, label or represent products as organic, unless exempt or excluded from certification.


The Certification Process



Types of Organic Operations

baking essentials

ORGANIC SPIGE KIT -
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pumpkin cinnamon
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vietnamese spice sticks

cinnamon
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Handling Livestock
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Who is involved in Organic Certification?

Farmer/Handler t—% Inspector
USDA

Accredited
Certifying Agency
: (47 in US and 31
USDA Nat I
. aronal - abroad)
Organic Program

Consumer




Certification: Select a Certifier

e Currently 19 options in lowa

* Considerations:
* Fee structure
* Areas of expertise
* Responsiveness
* Other services offered
e Structure: state,
for-profit, non-profit

CERTIFIED
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CERTIFIED ORGANIC

Note: This is not an endorsement by I0A; nor is this list exhaustive



Certification: Organic Systems Plan

* The Organic System Plan, or OSP, is the foundation for your application
for organic certification. It is the primary document that demonstrates
compliance with the applicable organic standards on all aspects of their
operation.

* Your OSP will be your action plan --- it will spell out exactly what you do,
how you plan to do it, everything you anticipate using, and how your
records will verify your practices.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each certifier has their own forms and processes…reach out to the certifier you intend to use to make sure your application, documentation and record-keeping is in-line with their systems.
When thinking about your timeline for certification, remember to set aside ample time to plan, organize and verify your OSP. The certification process typically takes about 8-12 weeks once your application has been received.
TSPs in some areas of the state…


Certification: Organic Systems Plan

* Farm Map — must include the name or code of the parcel to be certified, the
location, description and size of any buffer areas, neighboring land uses,
processing areas, location of buildings and the presence or use of treated
lumber on the farm.

 History of Land Use and Materials Application — records of all land use
practices and materials applied over the last 3 years. This includes a signed
statement or affidavit that no prohibited materials were applied or used.

* Planned Materials — a list of all materials including seeds, fertilizers, pest,
weed and disease control materials applied to crops during the upcoming
year.

* Planned Crops — a list of your crops to be produced, include the location and
acreage for each crop. You can change your OSP throughout the year, just
make sure to notify your certifier.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each certifier has their own forms and processes…reach out to the certifier you intend to use to make sure your documentation and record-keeping is in-line with their systems.
Transitioning to organic takes a lot of preparation and planning, including time and resources…consider different approaches to transitioning your land
Full Transition – all land into organic at once
Gradual Transition – one field, set # of acres, with the end goal of certifying all land eventually
Split Transition – manage both conventional and organic land



TTWFA
OEPARTHENT OF

% Organic System Plan

Producer name:[ ] Organic System Plan — Crops — Page 2

Section 2: Land & Water

NOP £205.203/a) The producer musi seleci and implement tillage and culiivation practices that maintain or improve the
physical, chemical, and biclegical conditfion of soil and minimize soil erasion (B) The producer must monage crop nutrients and
soil ferfility through rofations, cover crops, and the application of plant and animal materials. (&) The producer must not use: 1)
Any feriilizer or composted plart and animal material that contains a synthetic subsiance not ncluded on the National List of
synthetic subsiomees allowed for wse in orgamic crop production; 2) Sewage sludge (biosolids) as defined in 40 CFR part 503;
and 3) Burning as a means of disposal for crop residues produced on the operation: Except Thar, burning may be used fo
suppress the spread of disease or fo siimulote seed sermination

10. Have yvou managed all fields for which you are requesting organic certification for three or more
vears? [ |Ves [ [No
a.  Ifno, submit a signed Prior Land Use Statement from the previous owner(s)/operator(s) for
fields which are new this vear.

11. What steps have you taken to mumimize the nisk of accidental contamination of prohibited
substances on your farm?

| [Buffers | MNotify local co-ops | Notify residential neishbors
| Notify hichway dept. | [Notify Farm Service Office | Isensitive Crops Directory
| Notify electric co. | [Notify County Engineer’'s Office [ JOther:[ ]
| FNo spray” signs | _[Notify aerial spray companies

12. Source of water: | [NA (skip to question 15)
| IMunicipal water | River/creek/pond

| lon-site well | lother:[ ]



Presenter
Presentation Notes




TTWFA
OEPARTHENT OF

AGR.I'CU.I'. '.I"UR.E

wmumsmm&

Organic System Plan

Section 5: Pest/Insect/Weed/Disease Management

NOP £203. 206w states " The producer must use mamagement practices to prevent crop pesis, weeds, and diseases including but
mat fimited to: I} Crop rotation and soil and crop nutrient management praciices, a5 provided for in $§205.203 and §205.203; 2)
Samitation measures fo remove disemse vectors, weed seeds, and habitat for pest orgamizms; ang 3) Cultural practices that
enhamee crop health, including selection of plont specier ond varieties with regard fo suitability fo site-specific conditions and
resistance fo prevalent pests, weeds, amd direarer. (b) Pert problems may be controlled through mechanical or physical methods
including but ot limited fo: 1) Augmeniation or introduction of predaters or pavasites of the pest species; 2) Development of
habitat for natural enemies of pests; 3) Nonsynthetic controls such az lures, fraps, and repellents. (¢} Weed problems may be
controlled through: I} Mulching with fully biedegradable materials; 2) Mowing; 3) Livestock grazing; 4) Hand weeding and
mechanical culfivation; 3) Fiome, heat, or elecivical means; or 6} Plastic or other symthetic mulches: Provided That, they are
removed from the field af the end of the growing or harvest season. (d) Disease problems may be controlled through: 1)
Memagement practices which suppress the spread of disease organisms; or 1) Application of nonsynthetic biological, botanical,
ar mineral inputs.

44. What are your problem pests, insects, weeds, and diseases?

]

45. What 15 vour PLAN to prevent or control those pests, insects, weeds, and diseases?

| [Resistant varieties [ [Prevent weed seed set [ JFlame weeding

[ ITraps [ Mechanical cultivation | THerbicides

[ TLures [ THand weeding [ IPlant density

| Repellents [ Mowing [ IDisease sprays

| Isynthetic insecticides [ TLivestock grazing | Remove damaged plants
[ Natural enemy habitat [ Ismother crops [ Jother: [

|_ICrop rotation [ MNatural mulch

| TField preparation [ Isynthetic mulch

Make sure to list all products in your Materials Used List

46. If you use a plastic or other synthetic weed barnier, 1s 1t removed at the end of the growing or

harvest season? [ [Yes [ [No

a. Ifno, please explain{
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Certification: Crops Organic Systems Plan

Crops and acres
Land and water

Soil fertility, crop nutrients, and rotations

Seeds and planting stock

Pest/Insect/Weed/Disease management

Greenhouse/High tunnel production
Split, parallel, and buffer production

Harvest, post-harvest, storage, and
marketing

Page | 3-2019
ons

21. What soil erosion challenges do you have?

_ None _ Creek bank erosion _ Other:
_ Highly erodible land _ Wind erosion

22. What conservation practices are used?

_ Terraces _Riparian management _ Permanent waterways

__Contour farming __Undersowing/interplanting _ Minimum/No-till
_ Cover crops _ Windbreaks/tree lines _ Other:
__Plant density __Conservation tillage

23. What are the major components of your soil and crop fertility plan?
__ Compost __Green manure
_ Caover crops __Interplanting

__Soil amendments
_ Side dressing

__ Crop rotation __Incorporating crop residues __ Summer fallow
__Foliar fertilizers __ Manure __ Other:
24, What is your crop rotation plan? If you have multiple cropping systems, attach pages as needed.
Year
1 2 3 4 3 5]

fexample):Corn | Sovbeans Oats/alfalfa Alfalfa

25. Do you use cover crops, sod crops, or catch crops? _ Yes _ No
a.  Ifyes, what kind of cover crops do you plant?
_ Grass _ Clover  Hay  Rye _ Vetch _ Other:

26. What is your plan to improve soil fertility?
_ Crop rotation _ Green manure _ Diher:
__Animal manure __Leaving uncultivated areas

27. How do you monitor the effectiveness of your fertility program?
__Soil testing __Visual observation __Other:
__Foliar testing _ Compare crop yield



Certification: Livestock Organic Systems Plan

* Types and number of livestock

* Feed
e Storage

e Qutdoor access
e Water

Grazing (ruminants only)
* Healthcare practices

* Living conditions
* Manure management
* Pest Control
* Equipment

Producer name: Organic System Plan — Livestock — Page 4

Section 11: Livestock Feed

NOP $205.237 states “(a) The producer of an organic livesiock operation musi provide [vesiock with a total feed ration
composed of agricultural products, including pasture and forage, that are organically produced and handled by operations
certified to the NOF, except as provided in $205.236(a)(2)(}), except, that, synthetic substances allowed under $203.603 and
nonsynthetic substances not prohibited under $203.604 may be used as feed additives and feed supplements, Provided, Thar, all
agricultural ingredients inclhuded in the ingredients list, for such additves and supplements, shall have been produced and
handled organically. (B) The producer of an organic operation must not: (1) Use animal drugs, including hormones, to promoie
growth; (2) Provide feed supplements or additives in amounts above those needed for adequate nutrition and health mainienance
Jor the species ot its specific stage of Iife; (3) Feed plastic pelleis for roughage; (4) Feed formulas containing urea or meamurs;
(3) Feed mammalian or powltry slaughter by-products fo mammals or poultry, (6) Use feed feed additives, and feed supplements
in violation of the Federal Food Drug, and Cosmetic Acti; (7) Provide feed or forage fo which any antibiotic including
ionophores has been added, or (8) Frevent withhold restrain, or otherwise restrict rusninant animals from actively obiaining
Jeed grazed from pasture during the grazing season, except for conditions as described under $203.239(8) and (c).

18. Do you grow any livestock feed on vour farm? _ Yes _ No
a. Ifyes makesureyouhavecompleted the TDALS Organic Crop Farm System Plan or provide
verification of crop certification if crops are certified by another organization.

19. Provide the following information regarding planned annual organic feed needs for vour livestock
operation including grains and forages.

. Planned amount Planned amount Sourceif
Typeoflivestock | Type of feed produced on farm purchased purchased
20. Do vou grind or mix livestock feed on your farm? __Yes _ No
a. Ifyes, do youown, rent, or borrow your grinding/mixing equipment?
_ Own _ Rent __ Borrow

21. If feed mixing/grinding equipment is used for both organic and conventional feed (whether on
your farm or not), explain the cleaning process used to prevent the contamination of the organic
feed. NOP £203.272(a) states *The handler of an organic handling operation must implement measures necessary io
prevent the commingling of orgeanic and nonorganic products and protect organic products from contact with
prohibited subsiances.”




Certification: Transition Rules & Regulations

* Harvested crops are intended to be sold, labeled, or represented as
“organic,” must have had no prohibited substances...applied to it for a
period of 36 months immediately preceding harvest of the crop.

 Example: Synthetic seed planted May 1, 2016, certification eligibility date May 2,
20109.

e Livestock = 12 month transition period

* Only use allowable materials found on the USDA National List of Allowed
and Prohibited Substances.

* ALWAYS confirm all materials with your certifier BEFORE use to be sure
the material is allowable for your organic production.
* The approval of any input for organic use is at the discretion of the certifier.



®)

Certification: Rules & Regulations

Organic Materials Review Board (OMRI)

* Independent, non-profit ¥333)
organization (OMRU

 Reviews substances for use in
organic production

OMRI Lists  GetlListed WhoWeAre WhatWeDo  Community

e Maintains database
y oo Search

* “Allowed”, “Restricted”, or | |
“ . ” Filters View the search legend K
Prohibited e
epsite Content
° Ad heres to Natlonal L|St Of AI Iowed : -I:FrequentI}rAsked Questions « Manufacturer & Site Content !
Synthetic and Prohibited Non- g7 et :
Synth etic substances Products and Materials
o Gener ic Material & Livestock Vitamins Minerals o OMRI Listed Product

Advanced Filters open
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Presentation Notes
Products bearing the OMRI Listed® seal have been reviewed and determined to be allowed for organic use in accordance with U.S. NOP organic standards. 

ALWAYS CHECK WITH YOUR CERTIFIER BEFORE APPLYING ANYTHING TO YOUR GROUND OR CROP.  




Certification: Recordkeeping

 Records demonstrate compliance with
NOP Standards

* Be readily understood, auditable, and
sufficient to demonstrate compliance

* Kept on file for at least 5 years

e Tailored to the operation:
* Production
* Field Map
* Field Activity Log
* |Inputs (Seeds, fertilizer, pest management)
 Harvest/Sale
* Bin log
 Bill of lading / Clean truck doc.
» Scale ticket / Invoice

* Handling (may not appg - unless
processing on farm and marketing)

Activity Calendar

Use this form ta

Documentation Forms for Organic Crop Producers

Records may be kept in any type of notebook or format.

Maonth/Year:

Farm/Location:

record all types of farm ar ranch activities and make notes about observations. Include details about
crops and/or livestock at a given location: planting. input applications, mowing, irrigation, pest monitoring, weather, etc

2

1 Example

4

5

ti




Certification: Application and Fees

 Submit application 4-5 months
In advance of expected harvest

* Fees vary by certifier, IDALS
example:
» Base price: $125
* Inspection: $300 (crop)

* Travel costs
* Hourly rate

* Certification fee: $125+ (varies, ex:

S6/ac corn; $27/ac vegetables)
* Varies by crop and/or acres

CERTIFICATION PROCESS AT A GLANCE

COMPLETE

(1 WA, FORMS o

FARMERS
Transition

SUBMIT
APPLICATION

Land: 36 months REVIEW AND ANNUAL W AND FEES
Livestock: 12 months CERTIFICATION APPLI CATION ) o
@ CYCLE
q'”"tu oio"{-
A, o J
_
( Rasolve "‘) - REVIEW
PROCESSORS, HANDLERS, =T
RESTAURANTS, AND RETAILERS e ¥
Ive
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Priority for inspection based on eligibility date and/or harvest



Certification: Initial Review

 Certifier reviews application, OSP,
and all additional forms to evaluate
compliance.

e Sends a letter in response:

1. Your operation is eligible for organic
certification

2. More information is needed

3. May indicate possible issues of
concern

* File is sent to organic inspector

‘g PREPARING FOR AN ORGANIC
NN

7
< INSPECTION:
1-800-346-9140

ATT R A StEPS AND CHECKLISTS

The Naticnal Sustainable Agiculture Information Senvice MARKETING, BUSINESS, AND Risk MANAGEMENT
www.attra.ncat.org

Abstract: This guide is to help organic producers and handlers understand, prepare for, and get the most from their
annual inspections for certification of compliance with USDA National Organic Standards (www.ams.usda.gov/

nop).

By Ann Baier
NCAT Agriculture Specialist
January 2005

©NCAT 2005
Table of Contents
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Certification Process: Inspection

* Review letter from certifying agent

* Expect 3-b hours for inspection
* Don’t be in a rush
* More time for 15t time inspection
* Add additional time for livestock

* Have records organized and ready

* When did you last use that input?
e Safely dispose of unneeded materials

* [nspections are confidential

* The role of the inspector is to verify the OSP is
accurate and indicate possible violations
* Do NOT make any decisions regarding certification
 CANNOT provide consultations
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Notified by inspector 1-3 months in advance to set date/time for inspection
Inspectors are either employees of the certifying agent or contract employees
May try to group travel to save $$$ and time



Certification Process: Exit Interview and Report

Exit Interview:

* A closing meeting at the farm

* Review areas of concern (no surprises later)
* Requests additional documents

e Confirms accuracy of observations

Inspection Report:

 Completed after the inspection (off-farm)

* Details all on-farm observations for certifying agency
* Includes forms and photos from the farm



Certification Process: Final Review and Decision

* Certification specialist reviews all

documents gisoBie
* May request more information from farmer mﬁgm Sﬁm 10 |

SUSTAINABLE SEED COMPANY

* May issue a major or minor non-compliance
 May need resolution prior to issuing certificate
* Possible residue testing
 Unannounced inspections

e Decision
e Certification Letter
* Organic Certificate

* Annual OSP updates and inspection to
maintain certification

sary Dwie: Carefind opematons aee coquins] &
i w i COOF by laomiey | of sith yeid




Trends and Farmer Perspectives



Certified Organic Farms in the U.S.

lowa produces
the most
organic corn
and soybeans

US. =14,217

<50
50-99
] 100 -499
B 500-999

&: eaa B 1,000+

2016 Certified Organic Survey
USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service
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Information updated every 5 years – the 2019 survey was distributed in December with expected results in the fall of 2020.


Acres under production in lowa

A Corn 13.2 million
2N Soybeans 10 million
Wheat 16,000
Vegetables 7 704
TotaI 30.6 million

(USDA, 2018 estimates)

compared to...

y| Certified Organic Corn 29,684 #
W\ Certified Organic Soybean 20,547
Total Certitied Organic 103, 136

(USDA, 2016
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Cover crops less than 4%


Certified Organic Operations in lowa

e Crops, b8b

* Livestock, 16
 Handlers, 110

e Crops & Livestock, 212
 Crops & Handlers, 18

e Crops, Livestock, &
Handlers, 14

As of September 2019
Map Credit: Bret Lang




1985 L

U.S. Households Purchasing Organic Products 7,

tradeJassociation

Organic has made a huge inroad into the households of the majority of ULS. families. Organic products are “snA

in more than 82 percent of American homes. There are a number of states in which 90 percent or more of G "I
households now buy organic on a regular basis, and even the lowest levels all hover around 70 percent.

89%
agy NH

- MA 85%
.- Rl 88%
- CT 87%

- NJ 82%

-------------- DE 75%
foomeneaenaees MD 85%

National Average:
82%
23222222/ !

Source: Nielsen UPC Scan Data of 100,000 households, 2016

Data not available for AK + HI SR BT S


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Organic food can now be found on the shelves of kitchen cupboards and pantries and in the refrigerators and freezers of more than 82 percent of American households throughout the country, according to Nielsen findings released by the Organic Trade Association.
In the first comprehensive look at organic purchases by households on a state-by-state level, 82.3 percent of 100,000 households participating in the nationally representative Nielsen study conducted in 2015 and 2016 reported purchasing organic on a regular basis throughout 2016. That’s up 3.4 percent from 2015. 

The Organic Trade Association (OTA) is the membership-based business association for organic agriculture and products in North America. OTA is the leading voice for the organic trade in the United States, representing over 9,500 organic businesses across 50 states. Its members include growers, shippers, processors, certifiers, farmers' associations, distributors, importers, exporters, consultants, retailers and others. 

Whether you're looking for the size of the organic market, organic industry trends or insights into the organic consumer, OTA is a great resource for information about organic. 


~ Trends and Value:

Organic Sales Exceed $52 Billion in 2018

Total U.S. Organic Sales & Growth, 2009-2018

CATEGORY 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Organic Food 21266 22,061 25148 27965 31378 35099 30,006 42507 45209 47862
Growth (%) 4.3% 8.0% 9.5% 11.2% 12.2% 11.9% 11.1% 0.0% 6.4% 5.9%
% of Total Organic 92.2% 921% 02.0% 91.9%  91.9% g91.8% 91.6% 917%  91.6% 91.3%
Organic Non-Food 1,800 1,974 2,195 2,455 2770 3.152 3.555 3,866 4,151 4,589
Growth (%) 9.1% 9.7% 11.2% 11.8% 12.8% 13.8% 12.8% 8.8% 7.4% 10.6%
% of Total Organic 7.8% 7.9% 8.0% 8.1% 8.1% 8.2% 8.4% 8.3% 8.4% 8.7%

Total Organic 23,065 24,935 27343 30420 34147 38251 42561 46,373 49.360f 52451
Growth (%) 4.6% 8.1% 9.7% 11.3% 12.3% 12.0% 11.3% 9.0% 6.4% 6.3%

SOURCE: ORGANMIC TRADE ASSOCIATION'S 201g ORGANIC INDUSTRY SURVEY CONDUCTED 1/28/2019-3/26/201g (CONSUMER SALES).



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Millennials are pushing for transparency and integrity in the food supply chain, and they are savvy to misleading marketing. 
The USDA Organic seal is gaining new appeal as consumers realize that organic is a certification that is not only monitored and supported by official standards, but is the only seal that encompasses the spectrum of Non-GMO, no toxic pesticides or chemicals, dyes or preservatives. 
Almost 6 percent (5.7 percent) of the food sold in this country is now organic. Today’s consumers can find organic products – food and non-food items -- in every aisle of their grocery stores. Organic is no longer a niche market.


Conventional vs. Organic Prices

Conventional
* Corn $3.72/bu

* Soybeans $8.65/bu

USDA AMS Daily Grain Review
(January 31, 2020 - Chicago BOT)

Organic
* Corn $7.83/bu
(210% premium)

* Soybeans $18.60/bu
(215% premium)

USDA AMS: National Organic Grain and Feedstuffs Report
(January 29, 2020 - Feed Grade)



An opportunity for U.S. Farmers...

Figure 1.5.a: Monthly Organic Corn Imports, with Exponential Trend Line

30,000

Organic corn imports to
the US quadrupled from

25,000

2013-2016 _

. u % 20,000
Organic livestock feed g
demand outpacing b
domestic production
From U.S. Organic Trade Data: 2011 to )

2016 e
Organic Trade Association, The Ohio
State University, and Penn State ¢ f




U.S. Organic Exports and Imports

U.S. organic exports reached $548 million in 2016.
* Top U.S. organic exports were apples, grapes, and lettuce.
* Canada and Mexico accounted for 70 percent of U.S. organic exports.

e Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea were also among the United States' top trade partners
for organic products.

U.S. organic imports equaled $1.65 billion in 2016.

* Top U.S. organic imports included bananas, coffee, and olive oil, corn and soybeans.
* Turkey, Mexico, Italy, Peru, and Ecuador supplied 43 percent of imports.

» 87 countries supplied organic products to the United States.

Adapted from USDA Economic Research Service, October 09, 2019



= S il OUR DECADES-LONG RESEARCH HAS SHOWN THAT ORGANIC SYSTEMS:
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Trends and Value: Rl Farming Systems Trial (FST)

THE DIFFERENT SYSTEMS

RETURNS IN FST ORGANIC AND
H 'I(')hFi{sGsAy;:e% ﬂg:gel:tEs an organic dairy or beef operation. It features a CONUENTIONAL SYSTEMS

long rotation including both annual feed grain crops and perennial forage
crops. The system’s fertility is provided by leguminous cover crops and
periodic applications of manure or composted manure. This diverse 1000
n
v
ko
L
NO-TILL SYSTEMS 0
Each of the major systems was divided into two in 2008 to compare INCOME EXPENSES RETURNS
traditional tillage with no-till practices. The organic systems utilize our

rotation is also the primary line of defense against pests.
ORGANIC LEGUME BOO |-
This system represents an organic cash grain system. It features a
mid-length rotation consisting of annual grain crops and cover crops.
The system'’s sole source of fertility is leguminous cover crops and the
rotation provides the primary line of defense against pests. B
. CONVENTIONAL SYNTHETIC §
innovative no-till roller/crimper, and the no-till conventional system relies W ORGANIC CONVENTIONAL
on current, widespread practices of herbicide applications and no-till-

This system represents the majority of grain farms in the U.S. It relies
ifi i t. . .
S R 2008-2010 Economic Analysis

INCOME, EXPENSES &

g

&
3

$ per acre per year

on synthetic nitrogen for fertility, and weeds are controlled by synthetic

herbicides selected by and applied at rates recommended by Penn State
University Cooperative Extension. In 2008, genetically modified (GM) corn 200
and soybeans were added to this system.

$277
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Presentation Notes
Established in 1981, the longest running comparison of organic and conventional cropping systems in the US. 
The Farming Systems Trial is located on 12 acres at our main campus in Kutztown, Pennsylvania. It is divided into 3 overarching systems: organic manure, organic legume, and conventional.
Each system is further divided into two: tillage and no-till, for a total of 6 systems. There are a total of 72 experimental plots.
A note on tillage: No-till and organic no-till are not created equal. Conventional no-till utilizes herbicides to terminate a cover crop, whereas organic systems use tools like the roller crimper. We have found that organic no-till practices year after year do not yield optimal results, so our organic systems utilize reduced tillage and the ground is plowed only in alternating years.
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Farmer Perspectives on Organic Transition

MOTIVATION

Fits my and/or my family’'s values 91.3
Concerns about environment 86.7
VALUES-BASED Potential enhancement of farm sustainability 86.5
Concerns about human health 86.3
Access the expanding market for organics 61.6
MARKET/PROFIT Potential increase in profit 60.8
Specific market opportunity or contract from a buyer 32.7

From Breaking New Ground: Farmer Perspectives on Organic Transition, Oregon State University and Oregon Tilth

2016 National Survey to 1,829 farms (615 responses)



Farmer Perspectives on Organic Transition

MA JOR MINOR NOT AN

OBSTACLE
MAJOR OB5TACLE
Weed management 30.7 16.4
Cost of organic certification 375 19.3
MINOR OBSTACLE
Learning process 36.2
Recordkeeping requirements of organic certification 164
From Breaking
Cost of organic inputs 247
§ e New Ground:
Managing soil fertility 34.0 I_—‘armer
Perspectives on
Availability of organic inputs (seed, fertilizer, etc.) 39.9 Organic
Transition,
Obtaining organic price premiums 30.1 Oregon State
University and
Obtaining organic price information 38.3 Oregon Tilth




TYPE OF SUPPORT RANK

Mentoring from experienced organic farmers
One-on-one technical assistance during transition

1
2
_I_In person workshops or short courses 3 [
4
5

Books or other printed materials
Online courses or webinars

RESOURCE RANK

THE GROUP’'S TOP 5

Information on organic pest, disease, and weed management
Information on soil health management for organic farms
Information on organic markets (trends, opportunities, pricing)
Information on effective organic crop rotations for your region
Market development for organic products

LESS IMPORTANT

Information on organic crop varieties

Financial planning tools for transitioning to organic
Advance contracts from buyers during transition
Certified transition label

Organic and/or transition crop enterprise budget templates 10

bh B Wb =

SO 00~ O

From Breaking New Ground: Farmer Perspectives on Organic Transition, Oregon State University and Oregon Tilth



Barriers to Certification



Barriers

e Cost

* Paper work g
A ol | 2 reay
e Support, resources? sl e dme
e e e B R |
 Local market, know farmer e e T
a‘f?.“.-",-;;;m_ ﬂk.wfﬂl-;?:i:_ ¥ f{ :—':I | 3
" AR -s~ ot . ‘ .., T‘il: < _
 More on production o e

L A e 0
A e g R T
Ao T R R

barriers/challenges later
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Transition

TABLE 11. OBSTACLES: TRANSITIONING V. 100%
CERTIFIED ORGANIC

OBSTACLES TRANSITIONING (%) | 100% CERTIFIED (%)

MAJOR OBSTACLE

| Weed management

Cost of organic certification’

Recordkeeping requirements of
organic certification®




Imports

* 2008-2016 organic livestock industry
tripled, but only 20% increase in US
organic grain acres

* Imports increase to meet demand ($42m
in 2011-$401m in 2016)

. Or%anic grain premiums decreased
(~25%)

* Turkey previously top supplier, big drop as
leading supplier lost organic certification




Fraud

jve | s of corn
> Bul these massive imporis
said ‘orgamc.
e e

Organic farmers head to hill to ensure
Congressional support for anti-fraud and
other measures in the Farm Bill

iyt N “ EIHE] O+ con

Organic, Farm Bill

Twenty-two organic farmers will visit more than 40 lawmakers




Erosion of Federal Standards

* Hydroponics

* Dairy herds - outdoor access
* Organic integrity - fraud

* Allowable substances

Can Hydroponic Farming
Be Organic? The Battle
Over The Future Of
Organic Is Getting Heated

Dan Nosow fitz

"This is like Soylent Green in the shape of a
vegetable." Is it though?




The National Organic Standards Board

National Organic Standards Board (NOSB)
Meeting - Cedar Rapids, lowa

Event Date: Tuesday, October 27,2020 - 8:30am to Thursday, October 29,2020 - 6:00pm
Location: Cedar Rapids, |1A

Event Date:
Tuesday, October 27,2020 - 8:30am to Thursday, October 29, 2020 - 6:00pm Eastern Time

The NOSB will meet to discuss substances petitioned for addition to or deletion from the
National List of Allowed and Prohibited Substances (National List), substances due to sunset from
the National List in 2022, and recommendations on organic policies.

The National Organic Standards Board (NOSB) typically meets twice per year in various locations
around the United States. During meetings, the NOSB listens to public comments, discusses
agenda items, and then votes on recommendations to the Secretary in a public forum. Detailed
meeting information, including agendas, locations, proposals, and public comments, will be
posted below as it becomes available. For information on previous meetings, visit the NOSB
meetings page.

Meeting Information:
DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Cedar Rapids Convention Complex
350 First Avenue NE

Cedar Rapids, lowa



Crop Insurance

2018 - Map of Organic Crop Insurance Policies

Availability?

* ~80 crops have an organic
price election, but not all
available in every county.

* Multi-Peril Crop Insurance
Includes yield and sometimes
revenue-based coverage.

e Whole-Farm Revenue
Protection available

Legend [ |1-5[_]&-1 [ v -3 [ > - 75 [ ¢ - 200



Organic Farming and Certification

Challenges Benefits
 Changes in management / mindset ¢ Universal and regulated standard
* Cost of certification « Communication with consumers
* Paperwork / records e Your farm counts (census/surveys)
* Yield gap during transition ($) * Records for decision-making
* Risks * Lower input costs

* Loans * Conservation of natural resources

* Crop insurance » Boost farm profitability

 Erosion of federal standards?



Resources



USDA National Organic Program:

https://www.ams.usda.gov/about-ams/programs-offices/national-organic-program

U S D About AMS | News & Announcements | Careers | For Employees | Contact Us
A I s

United States Department of Agriculture

ral r
_ Agricultural Marketing Service Advanced Search | A-Z Glossary & Index

Rules & Regulations | Grades & Standards Commodity Procurement
Home > AboutAMS > Programs & Offices Stay connected: f @ : B &

About AMS

Overview
Our Leadership

News & Announcements

Strategic Plan

Policies & Administrative Natlonal Organlc Program =

Issuances

PGty sayizony Soaps Established by Congress in 2001, this federal

Contact Us regulatory program develops and enforces uniform
national standards for organically-produced

Careers & Opportunities . _ _
agricultural products sold in the United States.

Employee Resources

CirmaratinAa =c 3 viblicremarrivatre rnarfrarchin BOYD o Y B EErL s s g S



USDA Organic Training;

https://www.ams.usda.gov/services/organic-certification/training

USDA Agricultural Marketing Service

_ U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTU
ABOUT AMS  NEWS &ANNOUNCEMENTS  CONTACT US

HOME MARKET NEWS RULES & REGULATIONS GRADES & STANDARDS SERVICES RESOURCES COMMODITY PROCUREMENT

Organic Training

HOME : SERVICES : ORGANIC CERTIFICATION AND ACCREDITATION : ORGANIC TRAINING
Home

Market News The National Organic Program provides a wide range of free training and outreach materials for organic farms, businesses, and

Rules & Regulations organic certification agencies.

Grades & Standards

For Organic Farms and Businesses

Services

Auditing & Accreditation e Visit Is Organic an Option for Me? to learn the basics about organic certification and the organic standards.

Enforcement Activity * Foradditional information about the organic standards and certification process, visit Sound and Sensible Certification to



FSA Organic Certification Cost Share Program ($):

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/occsp/ mdex

USDA United States Department of Agriculture
P Serwce Center Locator

OCCSP provides cost share el -
lome USDA USDA eForms FSA NRCS
ass ISta n Ce to p rOd u Ce rS a n d EEDAVS [\r"\ft CI Rt eston%erSattmE Servi ?el, alnd tthe Rﬁ:al Develto;l-.'rle‘rswtcggencies. ‘T’EtiesSusgvbii?izsepv:ci?l”Sfodvi%‘{attmi I;adrg:_eiir:ficae
. USDA Service Center and other Agency offices serving your area along with information on how to contact them.
handlers of agricultural products
lowa Counties

who are obtaining or renewing R
their certification under the
National Organic Program (NOP).

Certified operations may receive
up to 75 percent of their
certification costs paid during the
program year, not to exceed $750
per certification scope.




®)

NRCS EQIP Organic Initiative ($)
CAP 138 Transition to Organic Plan ($)

USDA

_-""""_' Natural Resources Conservation Service

United States Department of Agriculture rg ) ‘ m

You are Here: Home / Organic n a ﬁ e
g Stay Connected & 98 =

Highlights

About NRCS | Careers | MNational Centers | State Websites

Organic

* Organic Cover Crops
* Organic Crop Rotations

Steps

to Assistance

& Sign up for E-mail updates on Organic Agriculture &


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Through the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) the Organic Initiative provides financial assistance to National Organic Program (NOP) certified producers, as well as producers in the process of transitioning to organic production.
Organic producers applying through this initiative can receive up to $20,000 per year or $80,000 over six years. Farmers may also compete for the larger pool of EQIP funds that allow for up to $300,000 over six years.
Program applications are accepted on a continuous basis at NRCS offices across the state. NRCS offices are stationed at USDA Service Centers in every county in Iowa.


NRCS Growing Organic: http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/organic

O RGANIC

ASSISTANCE FOR ORGANIC FARMERS




lowa Organic Association:

https://www.iowaorganic.org/directory

* Dryer Systems

* Energy Efficiency

* Equipment Suppliers
* Feed Dealers

* Soil Inputs

* Fertilizers And Human Resources
* Livestock Care

* Livestock Supplies

* Nurseries

* Pest Management

* Seed Suppliers

* Soil Testing Labs

And Processors
Organic CSAs
Farm Finances
Farmers Markets
Grain Buyers

Consultants

lowa Organizations

NRCS Offices

National Sustainable Agriculture
Organizations

Organic Certifiers

Organic Farming Conferences
State And Federal Agencies
University Research

Clowa

Organic Association

2018 Organic
Resource Directory



National Center for Appropriate Technology:
https://attra.ncat.org/topics/organic-farming/

— ATT RA 1-800-346-9140 or askanag@ncat.org

NCAT  SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE

v The Latest v Internships Sustainable Agriculture Topics v Multimedia About v DONATE v Subscribe Q

SEARCH THE ATTRA WEBSITE

ATTRA Topics » Organic Farming USDA Documentation Forms
Organic Farming w fOr Organic CfOp and

°
With the organic market growing steadily, you may be interested in learning LI vesto c k P rOd u ce rs
By Ann Baier, NCAT

for certification and in production methods for a range of organic crops and | Agriculture Specialist

issues related to specific products, as well as production methods, marketing, March 201

There are three types of documentation that enable accredited certifying agents (certifiers)
to verify a producer’s compliance with the National Organic Program (NOP) Regulations:

a) The producer’s records of farm/livestock operation activities
Contents

b) The Organic System Plan (OSP)

National Organic Proaram (NOP) ¢) Audit trail documents (e.g., purchase invoices, organic certificates, contracted
Wal C Irganic L8 - r)

Regulations: Recordkeeping custom application or harvest records, soil test results, sales invoices, etc.)

Requirements for Organic
Certification..oo 2 | This publication provides a set of documentation forms to help producers of organic crops

Available Templates: Select and livestock record their on-farm practices and production activities. These sample forms
Farms that Work for Your provide templates to help farmers organize the records that will be reviewed at inspection.

Ciarat

Use of Docurmentation Forms ... 1




s ARE Advanced Search | Projects Login | Social Media | SANET | Contact Us | Wiew Cart/Store | Low Bandwidth

NS , liwes
B 4
Sustamable Agriculture

Research & Education  Grants and Education to Advance Innovations in Sustainable Agriculture

| SARE Sites | SEARcH

Grants ' Project Reports ' QTG ICE  Professional Development = StatePrograms | Events | Newsroom | About SARE

Home » Learning Center » Topic Rooms » Organic Production

Looking for something different? Search the Learning Center

Organic Production Topic Room

Contents

Organic Production

Information & available on the following
tops

Pest Management
Insects | Weeds | Pathogens

Whole Systems
Seeds

Fertility Management
Nutrent Management | Cover Crops | Manure

lillage

Animal Systems

Marketing
Certification

In 1992, there were 3,587 organic operations in the United States. Almost 25 years later, t\a
number has more than quintupled to 24,650 certified organic operations as of 2016.

What accounts for this explosive growth in organic products, which now comprise almost five

percent of the U.S. food market? Conservation

For one, consumers have responded to the environmental and health-related advantages of [anstioning 1o Organx




eOrganic: https://eorganic.info/

2 chd &N

"

~ ﬂft In L | §
HOME ABOUT US

What is eOrganic? Projects at eOrganic

eOrganic is the organic agriculture community of practice with eXtension. Our Biocontrol Tactics for Key Vegetable Insect
mission is to foster a research and outreach community, engage farmers and ag Pests in the Southeastern U.S.
professionals through trainings and publications, and support research and outreach

Breeding Non-commodity Corn for Organic

rojects.
Proj Production Systems

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug in Organic

Resources Farming Systems

Carrot Improvement for Organic Agriculture

anl AS k-a n- CREEP Stop: Organic Control of Canada
! Thistle and Field Bindweed in the Northern
Great Plains and Pacific Northwest Regions

Expert Grass-Birdsfoot Trefoil Mixtures to Improve

the Sustainability of Pasture-based Organic




Dr. Kathleen Delate, lowa State University:

http://extension.agron.iastate.edu/organicag/

IOWA STATE UNIVERSITY

Extension and Qutreach

Organic Agriculture

Home Research & Education Production Resources Regulations

Welcome to the lowa State University
Organic Agriculture Program

Upcoming Events

January 9-10, 2020
5th Community Food Systems
Annual Event

West Des Moines, lowa
EE————————————————

January 16-18, 2020 | :
.I - ¥
Practical Farmers of lows Annual "'!! ; o g

Custom Search .

Links

19th Annual lowa

Organic Conference

~7 1% ANNUAL
nlﬁ.l.lﬂl‘. l:ﬂlf“illﬂ

DIVERSITY = STABILITY:
Elements of Diversity in
Dptimizing Organic Profitability

November 24-25, 2019
lowa City, |A




Midwest Organic & Sustainable Education Service:
https://mosesorganic.org/ask/

MOSES a0} Answers to Farmers’ Questions
@]

Midwest Organic & Sustainable Education Service

Basics:

» Where can | get practical information about organic farming?
Is it possible to find out how many certified organic operations are in my

b

state?
P iali I read a news story recently that said organic produce isn't pesticide-free.
ASk an Organlc SpeCIa“St " Please explain this so | have information to share with my customers.
MOSES Organic Specialists are experienced organic farmers/organic inspectors who » How can | get involved in farm policy

can answer your questions about organic farming practices and organic certification. As | review my 2016 farm finances and prepare to file taxes, what resources
can help me plan for next year and beyond?

Gardeners: Click here to find gardening_help.

Farmers: If you don't see an answer below, please submit your question.

Certification/Transition:

: _ , I'm applying for certification for the first time in 2020. What should | do now
Submit Your Question to prepare?

» What are my options for hands-on farmer training programs in the U.5.?

I have land that has been managed organically for more than three years. Do |
still need to wait 36 months to transition it to organic?

I am applying for organic certification for the first time. How do | choose a

. . certification agency?
Speak to an organic specialist. S

Organic Answer Line
888-90-MOSES (888-906-6737 ext. 1) ’

» What type of farm maps do | need for my organic system plan application?

I am considering organic certification, but | am concerned that the
recordkeeping will be too difficult. Any suggestions?



University of Wisconsin-Madison OGRAIN Network:

http://www.uworganic.wisc.edu/ograin/

Organic and Sustainable

Agriculture Research and Extension
DEPARTMENT OF PLANT PATHOLOGY
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON

RESEARCH PROJECTS EXTENSION PROJECTS ~ PUBLICATIONS ~ OPPORTUNITIES + ABOUT THE SILVA PROGRAM ~

# > Organic Grain Resource and Information Network (OGRAIN)

Organic Grain Resource and Information Network (OGRAIN)

The Organic Grain Resource and Information Network (OGRAIN) is an educational framework for developing organic grain production in the upper Midwest. OGRAIN
resources include on-farm field days, annual winter and summer intensives, written resources, an organic grain Resource List, a series of educational videos and a

mentorship program. The OGRAIN website offers access to these resources and more at https://ograin.cals.wisc.eduy.



Rodale Institute: rodaleinstitute.org

Blog Store Contact | Search .. Q

% RODALE

INSTITUTE. Why Organic? Science Education About Get Involved m

THE FUTURE 1s
ORGANIC

Rodale Institute is growing the organic
movement through research, farmer
training, and consumer education.

ABOUT RODALE INSTITUTE

i “'aj' 2 X
OUR RESOURCES %‘



Education -> Training -> “Organic Transition Course”

< livdran 3

Detailed information on:
* Why Organic?
e Soils

TRANSITION
e T0 ORGANIC

COURSE




Olowa

Organic Association

Rosalyn Lehman, executive director
515-608-8622 | roz@iowaorganic.org

www.lowaorganic.org
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