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Pest Friends In-Service Training

Last month TN SARE was able to provide an engaging
pest management in-service for TN Extension agents.
This hands-on in-service trained agents on how to
educate both adults and youth audiences in about
pest management in a unique way. The training
featured the Pest Friends board game which was
developed by Jason Thomas and Grant Loomis,
Extension agents at the University of Idaho, using the
Professional Development Program Grant offered by
SARE. TN SARE funds were able to purchase board
games and have Jason Thomas provide the training.
This agricultural themed board game is focused on
learning real life lessons Iin integrated pest
management. It challenges two or more players to
grow a profitable crop faced with the pressures from
insects. It also includes an app that game moderators
can use to easily instruct players and provide
feedback after the game.
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Jason Thomas (University of Idaho) instructs
participants on how to play the game.

——

ates a game with Kathleen Davis.

Jason Lawson plots his next move while Matthew
Anderson and John Wilson moderate.

Pest Friends game design. ——
Angela Personeni moderates a game with Adam
Watson.
Grant List

« Graduate Student Grant (currently closed)

« Research and Education Grant (currently closed)

« Education Grant (currently closed)

« Professional Development Program Grant (currently closed)
« Producer Grant (currently closed)

« On-Farm Research Grant (currently closed)
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Funded Projects

Title: Increasing Sustainable Agriculture and Economic Viability of Farms in
Tennessee Through Education
Project Type: Education Only
Funds awarded in 2024: $39,702.00
Projected End Date: 03/31/2026
Grant Recipient: Tennessee Local Food; SE TN Young Farmers; Rooted East;
Brooklyn Heights Community Garden; Sequatchie Cove Farm; Villa Acres; Nashville
Grown; Bugtussle Farm
Region: Southern
State: Tennessee
Principal Investigator: Natalie Seevers
This project information with Tennessee Local Food shows educational events in
motion. This project addresses issues of sustainable agriculture, food sheds and
food circles, direct marketing, slow food, chef collaborations, urban ag systems and
food policy in Tennessee and throughout the region. They provide educational
activities and opportunities for farmers. By conducting hands-on workshops, panel
discussions, demonstrations, screenings, field days, and annual conferences. This
project helps farmers increase productivity through education, enhancing the quality
of land, water, and air by helping farmers to learn and implement better stewardship
practices, and more,

LINK

HERE

SEE BELOW FOR TENNESSEE LOCAL FOOD, RESILIENCE FARMING EVENT (VIDEO)

LINK HERE
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https://www.tnlocalfood.org/videos/v/resilience-farming
https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/eds24-062/
https://projects.sare.org/sare_project/eds24-062/

Resources & Learning

Resource: “Best Practices for the Sustainable Urban Farm”

For decades, urban farms and community gardens have helped meet the
demand for fresh, local produce. Urban farms are diverse and creative; they
range from small farms on repurposed vacant lots, to multilevel vertical
farms and rooftop gardens. This resource explains how urban growers use
limited space by growing crops in raised beds, under high tunnels, inside
repurposed shipping containers and in greenhouses. Some use aguaponic
and hydroponic growing systems. Inside this resource you will find the best
ways to sustainably manage an urban farm.

Best Practices for the Sustainable Urban Farm

LINK HERE
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https://www.sare.org/resources/best-practices-for-the-sustainable-urban-farm/?highlight=urban+farming+

Contact Information

SOUTHERN.SARE.ORG
More information on the SARE program in our region:

GET ON THE MAILING LIST!
Click on the envelope below to sign up for the SARE monthly
newsletter to stay informed about resources and grant openings.

SOUTHERN SARE CONTACT INFORMATION

ROB HOLLAND JASON DE KROFF PATRICK TROY DUGGER LATASHA HOLLOWAY

STATE COORDINATOR STATE COORDINATOR PROGRAM ASSISTANT PROGRAM ASSISTANT
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE STATE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE STATE
TENNESSEE UNIVERSITY TENNESSEE UNIVERSITY
RWHOLLAND@UTK.EDU IDEKOFE@TNSTATE.EDU PDUGGER2@UTK.EDU LHOLLOWI@TNSTATE.EDU
(931) 486 2777 (615) 963 4929 (931) 4862777 (615) 963 6014
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