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Purpose of the Study

1. Identify a rapid, easy method to 
identify lambs that needed 
drenching for worms.

2. See if less frequently treated co-
located lambs would carry fewer 
resistant worms.

– Typically our weaned lambs are 
one management group.



Study Design

Drench Determination

■ Weekly ROG 

– .3 lbs/day

■ Bi-weekly FAMACHA Scores

– 4 or 5 score

----------------

■ Time Comparison

Fecal Sample Collection

■ Most frequently drenched

■ Least frequently drenched

■ Samples were combined 

■ DrenchRite Analysis



About Anthelmintics

■ Parasites are a major problem in lambs

■ There are a limited number of anthelmintic 
classes

■ Parasites are becoming resistant to 
anthelmintics

■ Drenching only animals that need treatment 
maintains refugia

■ Goal: Use Rate of Gain to determine which 
lambs need to be drenched



Technology for Real-Time Generated 
Rate-Of-Gain
■ Electronic Identification Tags (EID)

■ Digital Scales 

■ EID reader

■ Farm Management Software



Tagging 
Demonstration



Scale 
Demonstration



What our system looks like

Scale Head Stock Recorder



Farm Works Software



Findings

■ 70% of the time the determination to drench using the ROG factor was consistent with 
drenching animals with a 4 or 5 FAMACHA© score

– In this study it was a good selection tool for determining which animals to drench

■ Using ROG was less time consuming than conducting FAMACHA© 

■ Less frequently drenched lambs had lower egg counts

■ The co-located lambs exhibited the same parasite resistance profiles



Recommendations
■ Setting the ROG cut-off value is difficult

– Need to know your breed and management style expected ROG
– Set at ~ 60% of anticipated ROG

■ Every 2 weeks should be sufficient
– Allow 2 weeks to recover
– Avoid the week after weaning

■ ROG is sensitive to other issues
– Weather (rain)
– Lamb concerns

■ Weaning

■ Coccidiosis

■ Hot weather 



Questions?


