
Kernza
All of the grain crops that people eat are annual plants that grow for a season and then die after producing 
grain. These annual crops need to be replanted every year, and farmers often use soil tillage before 
planting. However, soil tillage can degrade soil health and leave soil susceptible to erosion.

Scientists are domesticating a wild grass (Kernza) into a perennial grain crop that can be planted once and 
then harvested for multiple years. Kernza is being developed at the Land Institute in Kansas and is the first 
perennial grain to be grown by farmers and used in commercial products. Perennial grain crops keep the 
soil covered throughout the year and help protect the soil from erosion while regenerating soil health.
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SARE Project LNE16-351: Developing perennial grain cropping systems and market opportunities in the Northeast.
For more information, contact: Sandra Wayman, sw783@cornell.edu
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(Thinopyrum intermedium)


