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BEE FRIENDLY WINE? Cody Wilson of Pollinator Partnership at omaine Willamette (Dayinon, OR)

* Oregon has over 700 species of bees. R ‘

* The expansion of vineyards could negatively impact semi-natural areasrich in
biodiversity that are key to pollinators and other organisms.

* |Impacts could be offset by vineyards willing to make investments in providing on-
farm habitat vital for bees.

* While bee-habitat may not contribute to overall production, vineyards in the
Western U.S. have shown a high level of adoption of farm practices of

conservation concern, particularly when coupled to environmental certification
initiatives.

* Recently, LIVE has partnered with Pollinator Partnership to increase pollinator
habitat acreage on vineyards through Bee Friendly Farming certification.

* Our project bridges the gaps between bee friendly vineyard practices, bee
biodiversity, and public recognition of the efforts being made to protect bees by:

1. evaluating existing on-farm habitat using new plant inventory and bee
monitoring tools,

2. promoting bee-friendly vineyards at wine tasting rooms through new
Extension and outreach tools, and

3. aiding the adoption of our habitat evaluation and bee friendly farming

promotion tools beyond the project team through an on-farm Bee-Friendly
Viticulture Tours.

What are the most-useful plants on my farm?
About [ Leave -

Plant and bee species in Soter Vineyards The 20 most-important plants are shown below in Figure 2. These plants should be protected in order to maintain
HABITAT EVALUATION TOOLS
I

wild bee populations, and could also be planted in other areas of your farm in order to increase diversity and
abundance of wild bees. NOTE: some of the listed plant genera (Stellaria, Angiospermae, Calystegia, Lysimachia,
Patrinia) had no recorded bee visitors, and are likely not useful for pollinators.

 Participating growers document flowering plant biodiversity using a iNaturalist
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Plant genera

with: 1) a list of expected bees found on the vineyard, 2) the plants that attract  recent observations o

the most bees and 3) the plants the vineyard would need to increase bee
biodiversity.

Acer
Stachys
Veronica
Dasiphora
Coreopsis
Oenothera (
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Antirrthinum (5
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* The bee community at each vineyard is also monitored using bee nesting

tubes. Tubes are deployed in April and then bees emerged at OSU in the winter
months.
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Andrena (362
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Ceratina (223
Nomada
Osmia
Bombus
Panurginus
Melissodes
Hylaeus
Anthidium
Megachile
Sphecodes
Protosmia
Eucera
Heriades
Triepeolus
Coelioxys

Figure 1. iNaturalists records from each vineyards compared to the

Oregon Bee Atlas plant-bee inventory showing which plants contribute Bee genera
most to bee biodiversity... and which key plants are missing.
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* To promote Bee Friendly Wine, participating vineyards are hosting events to WI N E TU U R i asners VoLt .
. . _ Enjoy Oregon wine, help bees at your home i _—
focused on helping the public learn how to help bees at home - a Bee SRR NEEESTER R D e R
Friendly Wine TOur (Flg 2) WITH STAMPS FROM FOUR EVENTS

» Tour stops focus on four core skills: beekeeping, bee biodiversity, planting
for bees and mason bees.

* A public-facing website — www.oregonbeeproject/wine - is being used to
promote events and stewardship efforts at vineyards. Beekeeping  Bee biodiversity

* A seed pack containing bee plants that match the Oregon Bee Atlas
recommendations are also being distributed to patrons at tasting rooms.

Honey bee
Apis mellifera Mason bee

Osmia lignaria

Sunflower bee
Melissodes agilis

Bee images courtesy of the OSU Food Hero program

An easy-to-grow seed mix developed
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Figure 2. Promotional material available from participating vineyards to promote Bee Friendly Wine practices.
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 Tours are for viticulturists and landscape managers at Oregon vineyards to
learn the skills to enhance bee habitat on their property through hedgerows,

cover cropping, conservation cover and landscaping. Get Involved

* Tours include vineyards with active restoration projects, as well as key tours
of leading restoration practitioners and seed and nursery production.

POLLINATOR
PARTNERSHIP

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

* We are grateful to all participating vineyards (listed on the website) and our
collaborators (LIVE, Oregon Flora, Buzz Cover Crop Seed and Patty Skinkis
(OSU Viticulture Extension)

* The project is funded by an Oregon Specialty Crop Block Grant, a Western
Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Professional + Producer
Grant and a grant from the OSU Agriculture Research Foundation.

Protect their lives. Preserve ours.

A Oregon State
y University




