Meeting the
Need for Native
Plant Seed

Restoration Accelerator™
Gears Up at Nasami Farm

—Jane Roy Brown, Writer-Editor

2015

“State of New England
Plants” report highlights
threats to rare and
common species and
their habitats throughout
the region.

Simple ID key

l Want to know what that plant is?

| With our Simple Key, you can
identify over 1,200 common
native and naturalized New
England plants! Observe closely,
collect a sample or take a photo,
answer some questions, and

' narrow down to the correct ID.
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“Our forests are very stressed and depleted,
especially the understory layer,” says Dr. Linda
Rohleder, president of Wild Woods Restoration
Project and a member of the Northeast Seed
Network steering committee.

Rohleder is not talking about the vast tracts of public land in the
western United States, where wildfires rage through millions of
acres a year, but about forests in the Northeast, specifically in New
York’s Hudson Valley, where her organization is based. “The forests
here are suffering. After land managers struggle to deal with deer
and clear out invasive plants, it’s hard for them to find native seeds
to regenerate the native forest understory,” Rohleder says. She
founded Wild Woods Restoration Project to organize volunteers to
grow understory plants from wild-collected, local seed; then she
provides the plants to small parks and forest preserves that cannot
afford to buy them from commercial nurseries.

“Everyone wants seed—not huge quantities, but enough for their
home landscapes and gardens,” says Amy Pulley, owner of Wing
and a Prayer, a small native plant nursery in Cummington, a rural
Massachusetts hilltown northwest of the Connecticut River Valley.
“I grow as many plants as I can and collect seed from them, but

I could grow more species if I had a reliable seed source,” Pulley
says. She adds that she is seeing native plant nurseries spring up
throughout Massachusetts, driven by “deep concern about the
decline in habitat for native plants and their pollinators.”

Rohleder and Pulley were among the 30 or so people who showed
up on a sunny fall day in 2024 at Nasami Farm, Native Plant Trust’s
nursery in Whately, MA, for a seed-growing workshop and a peek
at the new seed-processing and storage equipment installed here
during the past 18 months, in support of Native Plant Trust’s new
Restoration Accelerator™ program. Some, like Pulley, drove here
from only 10 or 15 miles away. Others, including Rohleder; Marilyn
Barlow of Select Seeds in Union, CT; and John Gedraitis of Van
Berkum Nursery in Deerfield, NH, traveled greater distances. The
widespread interest is a testament to a seed shortage throughout
the Northeast and the country as a whole (see p. 13).

Publication of
Wildflowers of New
England, an illustrated
field guide by staff
botanist Ted Elliman.
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