
2018
Publication of Native Plants for New 

England Gardens, an illustrated guide 

by Horticulture staff members Mark 

Richardson and Dan Jaffe (Wilder)

2019
New England Wild 

Flower Society 

changes its name to 

Native Plant Trust. 

“Lots of different players are trying to do 
something positive for the environment, 
knowing that plants play a foundational 
role in ecosystems,” says Native Plant Trust 
Director of Horticulture Uli Lorimer, who is 
here to gauge the first-time response to the 
new operation. “Growing plants from native 
seed gives people an important opportunity 
to make a difference.”

Native Plant Trust CEO Tim Johnson 
sees the enterprise as a milestone for the 
organization: “This is the single most 
important initiative Native Plant Trust has 
undertaken in twenty years,” he says. “This 
will have real impact on the landscape.”

Alexis Doshas, Nasami Farm’s nursery 
manager, and Matt Garrambone, principal 
at Beechwood Environmental LLC and a 
consultant to Native Plant Trust, stand at 
the seed-increase plot, a flat garden patch 
about 30 by 80 feet. The first plants at 
Nasami grown solely for their seed stand 
in straight rows along the length: swamp 
milkweed (Asclepias incarnata), boneset 
(Eupatorium perfoliatum), coastal Joe Pye 
weed (Eutrochium dubium), path rush 
(Juncus tenuis), and blue vervain (Verbena 

hastata). The species, Doshas says, were 
chosen as suitable for the site’s conditions, 
for their hardiness, and for their demand 
in restoration and horticulture. Funded 
by a grant from Northeast Sustainable 
Agriculture, Research, and Education (SARE, 
project #FNE22-009), the installation 
of the seed plot took place the previous 
summer, Doshas says. With the help of 
Nasami's Chester B. Allen Propagation and 
Horticulture intern, volunteers, and the 
nursery staff, the plants went into the  
ground as plugs—seedlings grown in  
deeper cells to enable robust root growth. 

Garrambone fields a question that pops 
up continually in relation to native plant 
seed: How local does the seed source need 
to be in relation to the site where it will be 
sown? Put another way, how local is local? 
After all, evolutionary adaptation is the 
point of using native species, so that plants 
entering the ecosystem will interact with 
the other organisms. This is another way 
of talking about ecotype, which is genetic 
variation within a species shaped by physical 
conditions in the environment (see sidebar). 
Yet, according to a 2022 survey of the use 
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