
2023
Nasami Farm creates a plot to 

grow common species for seed, 

funded by Northeast SARE, 

and builds a climate-controlled 

seed-storage facility and seed-

processing building, funded by 

an anonymous foundation. 

2024 
At Garden in the Woods, 

Horticulture staff complete 

construction of a new 

Hop Brook bridge and 

boardwalk, funded by 

Mass Cultural Council and 

several generous donors. 

Among those commercial growers is Van 
Berkum Nursery, whose owner, John 
Gedraitis, is a long-time partner of Native 
Plant Trust. Van Berkum grows several 
species of Nasami’s seedlings to saleable size 
and returns them for retail sale at Nasami 
and Garden in the Woods, freeing Nasami 
staff time and greenhouse space for seed 
processing and propagation. For the past six 
years, Van Berkum has sold plants of local 
ecotypes; but as demand for the ecotypic 
stock has grown, a shortage of outdoor 
growing space has constrained production. 
“During the past several years, as plant sales 
have grown considerably at Native Plant 
Trust’s two sites, we have also been receiving 
more requests for ecotypic plants and seed,” 
he says. “To meet our production goals and 
get more native plants into the hands of 
consumers, we saw an opportunity to be part 
of the solution and grow more native plants 
for seed.” Gedraitis says that the nursery has 
never relied solely on wild-collected plant 
material and grows plants for production 
in stock beds. He plans to continue this 
practice as demand increases.

How You Can Help

Native Plant Trust’s Restoration Accelerator™ is ready to 

receive requests for seed storage and processing services. 

We welcome requests from individuals and organizations, 

including seed collectors, growers, nonprofits, and 

public agencies. For more information, email 

RA@NativePlantTrust.org.

Your support is essential for all the conservation, 

horticulture, and education initiatives being launched in 

our 125th year, including the Restoration AcceleratorTM. 

To donate, please use the envelope included, go online 

to nativeplanttrust/support, or contact our Philanthropy 

department at gifts@NativePlantTrust.org; 774-301-8454.

“We saw an 

opportunity to 

be part of the 

solution and 

grow more 

native plants 

for seed.”
—John Gedraitis, owner, 

Van Berkum Nursery

To this end, Van Berkum Nursery recently 
purchased a 23-acre farm in nearby Epsom, 
NH, to develop for seed production. “Our 
staff has partnered with Native Plant Trust’s 
team to develop planting and management 
protocols for seed production at our new 
farm, which we will implement soon,” he 
says. “We are leaning into their expertise 
to plant the land and conceptualize gold-
standard practices in all aspects of native 
seed production. It’s been very, very exciting.”

The prospect of growing seed not only for 
business, but also for environmental good 
is what has drawn most of those who came 
out on a crisp morning to check out Nasami 
Farm’s seed plot and processing facility. “In 
the end,” says Lorimer, “this entire project is 
about increasing biodiversity, which means 
more birds, more insects, and more wildlife 
support—all the benefits of restoration. 
That’s the ultimate dream here. To restore 
more of an increasingly fragmented land-
scape, we need all the tools at our disposal.”
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