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PROJECT DESIGN

• Five small-scale mixed vegetable & flower farms, 
East of the Cascades

• Farmers paid for time

• Case study approach: Farmer chose crop and bed 
prep details

• No-till / low-till / tilled defined by farmer

• Water tension sensors & weather stations provided

• 3 sensor depths each bed, varied based on crop

• Video demonstrations
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CHALLENGES
*Variabi l i ty  of  condi t ions on each farm
*Variabi l i ty  of  condi t ions across farms
*Systemic water pol icy issues



SUCCESSES
* increased intent ional i ty and awareness of i r r igat ion 
needs
*plan to use tensiometers in the future
*no-t i l l  beds clear ly held moisture better on two farms
*bui ld ing a regional ly-speci f ic  community of  pract ice 
amongst farmers



FINAL THOUGHTS
*no t i l l  more feasible wi th s ingle season crops
*beginning farmers need extra resources
*producer behavior change
*usefulness of s imple, mobi le tensiometer
*opportuni ty for part ic ipatory research


