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● New York 

● More than 9 
territories

● About 9 
languages 



Where are you going to Farm?



Land Sovereignty in the 
Northeast  

Gaby Pereyra 
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Rematriation Reparation Donation 

Farming 

- Place
- Territory
- Nation

- People
- Identity 
- Place

- Gift 
- Land an/or
- Financial

- Community service
- Education 
- Ancestral connection
- Entrepreneurship 

Land Relationship Models   



Ways to acquire deeds/protect/share land 

Holding deeds 

Family, LLC (any other business 
entity), individual, family trust, 

cooperatives, collective ownership

Community Land Trust / ground 
lease

Non-profit holds the deed and resent to 
farmers (99 years) rent= property taxes + 

management costs, tenants owns the 
infrastructure 

Cultural respect easements: private land 
stewards grants perpetual access to tribal 

government for ceremonial and subsistence 
use 

Conservation easements 

People sell/donates rights to build 
more and subdivide; held by land 
trust or town

Farm commons 

Agrarian Trust commons model  

Lease-to-own, Private 
investors 

Private agreements between current 
deed holders and farmers 
Dirt Capital
Iroquois Valley Farmland REIT
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Leasing vs. Purchasing a deed 
Short-term & 

long term 
leases

Work- trade 
arrangements

Lease-to-own 

Gradual transfer

Owner 
financing

Ground lease 
i.e. 30 years, 

99 years 

Purchase: 
Traditional or 
cooperative 

Investments 
Partners

Who? Anyone with a 
deed

Usually 
farmers or 
land stewards

Private deed 
holder

Private deed 
holder 

* Land Trust 
or CLT 

* Non-profits 

* City, Statate

Anyone with a 
deed

How? 
Lease / Land 
Management 
Agreements 

MOU / 
Agreement 

Due diligence - 
contract of sale 

Due diligence - 
contract of sale Lease Due diligence- 

Financials 

Financials 
same as 
banks 

Examples Farmers at 
NEFOC 
network

Bautista 
Family 

Berry Fresh 
Farm 
(Dutchess 
County) 

Black Yard Farm 

(Argyle, NY)

Yara Farm 

(Middletown, 
NY)
 10 yrs, first 
year  0% 
interest, then 

* Chester 
Agricultural 
Center 

* Catskill Ag. 
Alliance

* Kibilio (West, 
MA) 

* Global 
Village (East 
MA)                                 

* Dirt Capital 

* Iroquois 
Valley 
Farmland 
REIT

https://www.blackyardfarm.com/
https://www.yarafarmny.com/
https://www.chesteragcenter.org/
https://www.chesteragcenter.org/
https://www.chesteragcenter.org/
https://www.catskillsagrarianalliance.org/
https://www.catskillsagrarianalliance.org/
https://kibilio.org/
https://www.globalvillagefarms.org/
https://www.globalvillagefarms.org/
https://www.dirtpartners.com/


Before Starting Your Farmland Search

Acreage and Enterprises
• How many acres do you need in your first season?
• How will that change in future years?
• How much can you afford per acre per season? 
• Do you want to produce crops or livestock or both?
• What kind of soil and terrain are you looking for? 
• Do you want your farm to be certified organic? 

Infrastructure
• Do you need irrigation? 
• Do you need storage? 
• Do you need electricity? 
• Do you need other equipment? 
• Do you need fencing? 
• Do you need parking?Location and Markets 

• Where do you want to farm? 
• How do you plan on marketing your farm products?
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Using the Web Soil Survey

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm


Web Survey



Web Survey



Web Survey



Web Survey



Web Survey



Web Survey



Land Assessment: Physical Properties

What is the history of the land?

© Crystal Stewart 



What is soil? 
Land Assessment: Physical Properties



• Physical characteristics (Structure) 

• Biological characteristics (OM, bio. activity) 

• Chemical characteristics  (pH, nutrients)

Soil Assessment



What does (doesn’t) grow and why?

• Land history
• Saturation or drought
• pH range tolerance

Soil-Crops interaction 



What does (doesn’t) grow and why?

(1) Drainage
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Soil-Crops interaction 
• Land history
• Saturation or drought
• pH range tolerance

(2) Water availability

(4) Nutrients
(3) Soil structure



Testing your Soil- Soil Analysis Report (Farm 1)  

Macro 
Micro 

Slightly-Ac
 Neutral 

2 ppm 15 ppm



Testing your Soil- Soil Analysis Report (Farm 2)  



Farm 1 vs. Farm 2 
Farm1

Farm 2


