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Corn and soybean producers find retailer who supports
sustainable farming
Retailer supports sustainable farming

Lynn Betts

More About: Micronutrients, Soybean Pests, Corn Production, Outlook, Soybean Diseases, Variable Rate,
Application, Corn Harvest

United Suppliers, a
company formed to provide
services and products to
600 independent and co
operative owners with
nearly 2,800 retail locations
across the U.S. and
Canada, launched Sustain
in July of 2014.

The South Central Coop
was one of a dozen retail
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owners in Iowa to buy into the company’s Sustainability program in 2015. Agronomy
Manager Brent Hall was part of a pilot group testing how the new Sustain platform could
be used to help growers use fieldtested tools and new technologies to improve nutrient
use efficiency, soil health, and productivity.

Hall and the South Central Coop decided to use AdaptN as the cornerstone of Sustain.

“We require every grower in Sustain to use AdaptN. We think it’s the best inseason,
webbased nitrogen management decision support tool available,” Hall says. “In addition,
growers in the program choose from two or more other best management practices like
notill, cover crops, or use of nutrient efficiency products. The goal is to maintain or
improve crop efficiencies while minimizing potential negative impacts of fertilizers.”

Yield results favor multiple applications

Sustain account manager Brian Perry at United Suppliers says helping retailers work with
growers to switch to two or three split applications of nitrogen instead of a single
application is a critical step in realizing that goal. “Growers really see the benefit of
managing nitrogen rates and risks with multiple applications instead of one application
preplant. The yield results are dramatic in favor of multiple applications,” Perry says.

The improved nutrient use efficiency also helps United Suppliers reach Sustainability
goals to cut greenhouse gas emissions and improve water quality by reducing nitrates,
sediment, phosphorus and other pollutants that reach water from farm fields. United
Suppliers made a pledge to Walmart to have 10 million acres enrolled in the Sustain
platform by 2020.

POPULAR NOW

“We’re here for our retail owners, to help them work more effectively with their farmer
customers,” says Stan Buman, a soil and water management specialist and one of five
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United Suppliers employees devoting all his time to the Sustainability program. Buman
and other members of the Sustain team provide training, communications, advertising
and other support to participating retail owners.

Buman says the program will expand in the future. United Suppliers is a Field to Market
member, and also works very closely with the Environmental Defense Fund.

“The EDF has close ties to food groups and understands consumer demands for how food
is produced,” Buman says. “We communicate with them several times a week, and have
biweekly conference calls. The practices we promote the most all go through the EDF
NutrientStar program www.nutrientstar.org. That adds legitimacy to the positive impact
that Sustain will have on the environment and sustainability overall.”

United Suppliers recently merged its seed and crop protection business with Land
O’Lakes, Inc., under the new WinField US banner, giving United Suppliers additional size
and scale, more product offerings, services, tools and technologies. See more on United
Suppliers’ Sustain program online at www.Sustain.ag
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This is a great article and I promote sustainable farming. There's a farm near where I live that
has just opened that also promotes sustainable farming to the local populace. It's called
Mississippi Youth Community Gardens. It grows organic produce. I can't add the site's name
but it is mycrop with of course the w's in front and dot com after. Or you can simply google
Mississippi Youth Community Gardens to access the site that way as well.

They have a very interesting concept going on. They have very unique transformative
approaches to farming that I find very interesting.

http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/penton_ur/nojs/user/register?nid=105351&source=print
http://wrightsmedia.com/sites/penton/agriculture
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/user
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/penton_ur/nojs/user/register?path=node%2F105351&nid=105351&source=email
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fcornandsoybeandigest.com%2Fcorn%2Fcorn-and-soybean-producers-find-retailer-who-supports-sustainable-farming&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Corn%20and%20soybean%20producers%20find%20retailer%20who%20supports%20sustainable%20farming&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcornandsoybeandigest.com%2Fcorn%2Fcorn-and-soybean-producers-find-retailer-who-supports-sustainable-farming&via=csdigest
http://www.nutrientstar.org/
http://www.sustain.ag/
javascript:void(0);
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/users/mike054
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/comment/reply/105351/597591
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/penton_ur/nojs/login
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/penton_ur/nojs/user/register?source=comment&nid=105351


Site Features
Media Center

Newsletters

RSS

Corn & Soybean Digest
Corporate
Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

Search CornandSoybeanDigest.com

Subscribe to the print magazine

CornandSoybeanDigest.com

Conservation   Corn   Crop Chemicals   Energy   Equipment   Fertilizer   Issues   Marketing   Precision Ag   Seed   Soybeans   Tillage

NAME: Anonymous

Sign In or register to use your Corn and Soybean Digest ID

EMAIL:

YOUR COMMENT: *

SUBMIT COMMENT

Related Articles

Now is the time to be sustainable  1

Will sustainability work?

2011 Crops Will Cost More to Produce for Corn and Soybean Growers  3

Make Fertilizer From Thin Air? | Using “Stranded” Wind Power to Make Renewable Ammonia
Could Stabilize N Prices, Build WindPower Markets  2

5 Agriculture stories to read, July 11, 2014  3

http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/media
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/newsletters/signup
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/rss.xml
http://www.penton.com/privacy-policy/
http://www.penton.com/terms-of-service/
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/farm-operations/conservation
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/crops/corn
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/taxonomy/term/6071
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/technology/energy
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/equipment
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/crop-protection/fertilizer
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/management
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/marketing
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/technology
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/management/input-costs
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/crops/soybeans
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/crops/soil-health
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/penton_ur/nojs/login
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/penton_ur/nojs/user/register?source=comment&nid=105351
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/blog/now-time-be-sustainable
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/blog/will-sustainability-work
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/2011-crops-will-cost-more-produce-corn-and-soybean-growers
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/fertilizer/make-fertilizer-thin-air-using-stranded-wind-power-make-renewable-ammonia-could-stabilize
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/corn/5-agriculture-stories-read-july-11-2014


Marketplace

Sitemap

Site Archive

View Mobile Site

Contact

Follow Us

Subscribe to the print magazine

Delta Farm Press Western Farm Press Southeast Farm Press Southwest Farm Press Farm Industry News National Hog Farmer Beef

Copyright © 2016 Penton

Penton Agriculture Market

http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/marketplace
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/sitemap
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/site-archive
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/device/mobile
http://twitter.com/csdigest
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Corn-Soybean-Digest/65067688759
https://plus.google.com/107908924140297700291/posts
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Corn-Soybean-Digest-3278674
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/rss.xml
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/media/all/audio
http://cornandsoybeandigest.com/contact
http://circulation.farmprogress.com/CornSoybeanDigest.aspx
http://www.deltafarmpress.com/
http://westernfarmpress.com/
http://southeastfarmpress.com/
http://southwestfarmpress.com/
http://farmindustrynews.com/
http://nationalhogfarmer.com/
http://beefmagazine.com/
http://penton.com/

