
 

 
Finding the Name of your Soil. 

 
One important piece of information you’ll need to write in on almost any soil testing laboratory form is 
the name of the soil in your fields. The university recommendations rely heavily on soil names. The 
more accurate you can be about the name, the better the recommendations will be.  
 

What is the name of my soil? 
 
Cool Tool. If you don’t know your soil name you can go on-line and discover your soil name by bringing 
up USDA Natural Resources Conservation soils maps and locating your property. To find a soil name 
anywhere in the country “Control + click” on this link. http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/. A copy 
of the page appears below.  
 
This is a USDA web-page called Web Soil Survey. Read the page then click on the green “Start WSS” 
button. The next page that opens has a listing of “navigate by” bars on the left. I’d suggest clicking the 
“State and County” bar and then typing in the location by state and county that you want to visit. Once 
you’ve done that, a map will appear on the right. Place the cursor over the location you want to explore 
more closely and click. This tool works like Google maps, click to keep zooming in until you’ve found the 
farm or plat of land you are looking for.  
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