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FARMDATA:  

An interactive web-based records 

management system for produce farms

Dickinson College Farm

Department of Mathematics and Computer 

Science

Center for Sustainability Education

Northeast SARE

Pennsylvania Certified Organic

FREE!  Opensource downloads



�FARMDATA:  Your digital clipboard

�Digitize records instantly from the field via 

smartphone or desktop

�Live updates by multiple users

�Uses dropdowns and “smart” input forms

�Save time

�Minimize errors & lost records



�FARMDATA:  BENEFITS

�Record plantings, harvest, seed orders, fertility, 

irrigation, scouting, sprays…

�Paperless invoicing, digital inventory

�Run analytical reports, generate graphs, download 

to excel

�Make your organic inspector smile!

�Plan accurately for next year

�Fast, easy, and on the go



THE PROBLEM WITH PAPER 

RECORDS:

INCOMPLETE

ERRORS

LOST, DAMAGED
TEDIOUS TO DIGITIZE



DIGITIZING 

RECORDS AT THE 

END OF THE 

SEASON IS A 

DRAG AT BEST, 

IMPOSSIBLE AT 

WORST

???



HOW DO WE GET FROM A TO B WITH 

MINIMUM PAIN??



INSERT TIM’S DESIGN SLIDES HERE



THINKING IN ROW FEET AND BED FEET

WHEEL TRACK / PATHWAY

WHEEL TRACK / PATHWAY

PLANTING BED TRACTOR



WHEEL TRACK / PATHWAY

100 FEET TRACTOR

100 BED FEET



WHEEL TRACK / PATHWAY

100 FEET TRACTOR

1 ROW PER BED = 100 ROW FEET



WHEEL TRACK / PATHWAY

100 FEET TRACTOR

3 ROWS PER BED = 300 ROW FEET



100 ROW FEET

Example: Tomatoes, harvest 500LBs per row

AVERAGE YIELD  =  500LBs /100 row feet

=   5 LBs / row foot

TO YIELD 5000 LBs, PLANT 1000 row feet



ACCURACY 

OF YIELD PER 

UNIT AREA 

FIGURE IS 

ONE KEY TO 

AN 

EFFICIENT 

CROP PLAN



















DOWNLOAD TO EXCEL 

CRUNCH > THINK > IMPROVE











































�HOW TO GET STARTED: TO BE REPLACED WITH TIM’s

�Download to your farm website or create a new one

�Get help from your webmaster or other tech savvy friend

�Enter your background data:  

�Fields, crops, harvest units, cover crops, spray 

materials, customers for invoicing

�Start small:  Seeding, transplanting, harvests, sales

�Enter seeding & harvest activities as they happen – direct 

seeding, transplanting

�Explore Soil pages that appeal to you



�FARMDATA:  KEYS TO SUCCESS

�Set up your page in the off season

�Delegate data entry to harvest crew, interns 

& other staff

�Set realistic data collection goals and 

accept failures

�Develop habits, culture of data        

collection 



�FARMDATA:  Get your free copy NOW!

�Download from 

sourceforge.net/projects/farmdata

�Free tech support till April 2015.              

Beta comments please!

�steimanm@dickinson.edu (Matt)

�wahlst@dickinson.edu

(Dr. Tim Wahls)


