
Get in Touch!

For more information on how to get 
involved in gleaning projects, or to 
request gleaning, contact:

The
Gleaning 
Initiative

www.healthyacadia.org

Preventing food waste, 
supporting the local food 
system, and tackling food 
access in Downeast Maine

The Gleaning Initiative 2014 is made 
possible by USDA SARE, Seawall 

Foundation, Quimby Foundation, Broad 
Reach Foundation, and community 
support from local businesses and 
volunteers across Hancock County.

Food and Nutrition Programs

Healthy Acadia’s Food and Nutrition 
Programs address food insecurity across 
Hancock and Washington Counties.  

We work to increase the amount of 
nutritious food that is available, making 
healthy food the easy choice. 

In conjunction with gleaning, we also 
coordinate nutrition education, Farmers’ 
Markets For All, federal benefit outreach 
programs, and work with our schools. 

Together with UMaine Cooperative 
Extension we serve the eighteen food 
pantries and community meal sites 
operating in Hancock County.

In 2014 the Gleaning Initiative has 
expanded to Washington County with 
the common goals of food waste 
prevention, increased food security, and 
community outreach and education. 

Hannah Semler 
Hancock County Gleaning Initiative

(207) 6677171
hannah@healthyacadia.org 

Regina Grabrovac
Washington County Gleaning Initiative

(207) 2553741
regina@healthyacadia.org

Healthy Acadia
PO Box 962

Bar Harbor, Maine
04609
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The Gleaning Initiative
What is Gleaning

Gleaning is the act of collecting quality 
food that would otherwise go to waste. 

Our goal is to solve immediate social 
needs, while also being stewards of our 
environment, and supporting the 
sustainable growth of the local economy.

Gleaning initiatives worldwide are 
demonstrating that food rescue efforts 
can become catalyzers of change

We work to provide more nutritious 
locally grown options for community 
food security organizations. 

For a complete list visit: 
healthyacadia.org/initiatives

Our Partners

The Gleaning Initiative is coordinated by 
Healthy Acadia in partnership with UMaine 
Cooperative Extension. 

In Hancock County we work with 18 
community meal sites and food pantries 
across the region.

Through strategic partnerships with farms, 
non-profits, and local and regional food 
distribution we are defining gleaning as a 
long-term strategy for food security.

What We Do

Food producers and retailers are 
inevitably burdened with the question of 
what to do with their surplus and 
seconds; good food they have not found 
a way to sell. 

The Gleaning Initiative works primarily 
with farms that would like to donate 
produce, connecting them to innovative 
work exchange and seconds market 
opportunities, while providing 
coordination and logistics. 

Trained gleaning teams are available 
throughout Hancock County to manage 
surplus food at farms, markets, and 
stores. Through gleaning systems, food 
producers, restaurants and retailers can 
establish lasting connections to their 
local community.

By Robert Bukaty - NBC.com

Thank You Donors 2014

Backstage Farm (Blue Hill), Bahner Farm 
(Searsport), Bar Harbor Community Farm 
(MDI), Beech Hill Farm (MDI), Blue Hill COOP, 
Blue Zee Farm (Penobscor), Clayfield Farm 
(Blue Hill), College of the Atlantic (MDI), Crown 
of Maine Organic Cooperative, Farmdrop @ 
The Wineshop (Blue Hill), Fischer Farm 
(Winterport), Four Season Farm (Harborside), 
Hannafords (Bar Harbor), Horsepower Farm 
(Penobscot), Jackson Lab (MDI), Johnston’s 
Orchard (Ellsworth), King Hill Farm 
(Penobscot), Lucy’s Granola (Blue Hill), 
Mandala Farm (Gouldsboro), North Branch 
Farm (Monroe), Old Ackley Farm (Blue Hill), Pat 
and Mike’s Garden (Ellsworth), Silver Ridge 
Farm (Bucksport), Star Root Farm (Ellsworth), 
Smith Family Farm (MDI), Tinder Hearth Bakery 
(Brooksville), White’s Farm (Winterport)

Picture taken at the Food for All Community Meal 
in Bar Harbor (By Robert Bukaty-BDN.com)
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