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Cold weather won't
be a problem if animals
are in good condition and
have a thick coat of hair.
The time to prepare
for outside wintering is in
the spring. Remove
manure from and seed
down-winter lots.
Mark and Sarah
Russell of Sudbury.Vt.,
found that keeping cows
on a remote pasture
instead of in the barn
improves cow health,
saves on the electric bill
and solves the problem of
manure handling. They
feed their dry cows on
stockpiled second cut
and, later, on round bales
and 6 Ibs. of grain a day.
They increase the grain to
8 Ibs. daily in the month
before freshening.
Winter pasturing can
also help improve pasture
fertility. After beef
producer Marjorie Major
of Charlotte, Vt., harvests
hay in wrapped round
bales, she disperses them
around her pastures.
Once feeding starts in the
fall, she moves her
portable fencing to
enclose a few bales
placed in feeder rings.
The animals are moved
into the small paddock
until they finish the hay;
then they're moved on to
the next bale.
By calving time, the
cows have been moved to
bales closest to the barn.
Meantime, their manure
is spread around the
pastures. Major drags the
feeding spots come spring
to spread it a bit more
and throws in some seed.
If you winter animals
outside, you're probably
already considering
stockpiling forages. But
studies show
makes
sense
that wintering
costs can be cut significantly by letting animals
graze standing forage.
Canadian farmers who
winter-feed cattle on
fields of barley and oats

that were swathed in the
fall and subdivided into
smaller areas for rotational grazing, reduced
winter feeding costs by 50
to 70 percent from
conventional wintering.

Lambing on pasture
On a pasture walk at Tom
Cope's sheep and beef
farm in Woodsville, N.H.,
in mid-September, Cope
talked about lambing on
pasture, called drift
lambing. During the twoweek lambing season in
May, he moved his flock
daily to new pasture,
leaving behind the newly
lambed ewes and their
lambs. In small groups,
the new lambs were
easier to tag and dock,
and bonded better with
their moms.
Lambing on pasture is
seldom done in the
Northeast. But it sure
cuts down on labor. And
Cope was able to handle
more ewes than he could
have in his too-small
barn. He lambed about
half his 250 ewes on
pasture this year, and
plans to lamb them all
that way next year.
Disadvantages: Cope
lost some triplets and
quads because of the cold
when he couldn't thaw
them fast enough.
Cope, who left dairy
farming to raise sheep in
the late 1980s, got plenty
of smiles when he said,
"We got smarter we
graze our best land."
Cope is one of five
sheep farmers taking part
in a three-year study to
see if lambs raised on
pasture can be produced
profitably.
If you have any
questions, contact Chet
Parsons, UVM non-dairy
livestock specialist, at
802/524-6501.
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