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The University of Maine Potato Scosystem Project 1s @ muit-

disciplinary researcn project 2xamining alternative pest and

soil management strategies isr potatoes. The main systems
experiment 1S 3 15.acre study which compares three pest
management sirategles (conventional. reduced chemical. and
piological) and two soil management strategies. A soil
management strat2gy hased on ~otation with 3 grain crop and
heavy use Jf chemical fort-iizers is compared to one which
uses a green manure rotation. ZomDOST and manure applications.
and reducsg rates of cnemicai “artilizer. Smaller experiments
examine spectiic research sropiems in greater detail. This
paper wiil present informazion on the development of this
systems project. 1its relationship to and reception Dy ihe

Maine potato industry. and caiacted results from the 1991-94

growing seasons (e.g. yieids. =7fectiveness of the alternative

pest management strategies. changes in soil properties.
economics. etc)
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