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The Alabama Beef Systems T = = A o e AL, . anﬁﬁe)

Extension Program focuses

on improving land and animal
management practices in
southeastern beef operations.
This calendar provides forage
management, nutrition, breeding,
and health tips based on calving
season distribution. Use this
calendar to learn more about
the additional resources our
Extension program has to offer
including websites, videos,
online courses, iBooks,
publications, and more.

Look for these icons throughout the
calendar to learn more about beef
cattle health, forages, and nuftrition.

ABAMA A&M & AUBURN UNIVERSITIES 7

Tips and suggestions refer to these calving herd dates ¥ SN D , i SRS EW P N ALABAMA f
Winter—January to March i WA ) S St ems
Spring—March to May 7 AN R ARV NI\ /| ,
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»

Director, Gulf Cofist
Research and Exf

Active Part1c1pant in the
Beef Cattle Improvement
Assoc1at10n & '

. Seek infor
o sell gﬁality |

from produce
animals and ha {!ﬁn for theil
programs. Maintain the quality of ™
animals you raise and do it small at
first—set a baseline and take steps to
grow and get better in your ope;ation

Extension has given me tools to know
how to make improvements and also
where to look for answers or new
directions | may want to go. Exten



I-Iealth Tlps =

. Use hlgh magnesmm‘mmeral supplements for
~——— cowsonlush pasture to prevent grass tetany 7
e Momtor water sources In severely cold weathe

Winter Calving Hexrd Sunday | Monday ' Tuesday _Wednesday_ Thursday | Friday | Saturday

e Maintain calving records (birth 1 2 3 4 5 6 '
weight, tag numbers, cow IDs) and
an effective animal ID system.
¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically
possible, and in accordance with
FDA_—approved implant Iabels. Do New Year’s Day
not implant replacement heifers. { | ! ! ! | .
¢ Provide good nutrition for lactating
cattle and first-calf heifers 7 8 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3
approaching breeding.
o Make bull selection decisions
for upcoming breeding season.
Conduct breeding soundness
evaluations on bulls 60 days before
the start of breeding season. [ | I [ [ ' '
S A e 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
e (Check weaned calves regularly for
health problems.

e Separate bred heifers from the Martin Luther
cows, and provide adequate King Jr. Day
nutrition.

il % i ] . | . . . | .
¥ mr(?\?; Z:r;i;v::r;?v?#; ?elr(:;ﬁars close 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
to handling facilities.

¢ Evaluate herd sire options for the
upcoming breeding season.

Fall Calving Hexd

¢ Consider marketing late-calving I 1 T T : :
cows that do not fit the calving Alabama 4-H Beef It Up!
season. 28 29 30 31 Alabama 4-H is piloting this new program in

2017-2018. Emphasis is on raising beef animals for

* Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant meat production and understanding issues related

calves by 4 months of age. Do not to the commercial beef industry. The program will
implant replacement heifers. culminate in an event April 7, 2018. Contact your
e Breed cows. For calving in mid- county’s 4-H Foundation Regional Extension

Agent for the Beef It Up! rules.

October, bulls need to go into

pastures in early January. r Resource: Look on Facebook for East Central Alabama

Xten SI On Animal Science and Forages.

ALABAMA ASM & AUBURN UNIVERSITIES Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member:
Sarah Dickinson, sed0029@aces.edu

Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Lee, Randolph, Shelby, Talladega, and Tallapoosa Counties



John Enghsh | &

General Manager, Pérdido River Farms i
Poarch Band of Creek Indiar®

2 Partl.mpant in Beef Quality *
ASsurance Program

-

*

At Perdido River Far&s the cattle operation for the

Poarch Band of Creek Indians, we are fortunate to

-‘manage a cattle operation on our trlbal lands. For
. Native Amerlcans |t’s about taklng care of the Iand

!'oragé & Nu’tr:ﬁo:ﬂ\lotes

« - Monitor bady condition scores, and adjust nutrrtrohal program*as needed
) Graze wmter annual pastures, malntammg a 4-|nch stubble helght




Winter Calving Hexd

¢ Provide shelter for newborn calves
during severe weather.

e Watch calves for illness, and restock
calving supplies.

¢ Provide good nutrition for lactating
cattle approaching breeding.

¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically possible,
and in accordance with FDA-approved
implant labels. Do not implant
replacement heifers.

¢ Conduct breeding soundness
evaluations on bulls before the
breeding season.

¢ Begin breeding replacement heifers
to calve about 1 month before cows.
Heifers bred by early March should
calve by mid-December.

¢ For artificial insemination programs,
have ample semen and supplies
on hand. Schedule for estrus
synchronization programs, and reserve
an artificial insemination technician.

— Gontmueh h-magnesium mlneral :
. supplement feeding for: COWS on lush

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday _ Thursday

Groundhog Day

Spring Calving Herd

* Make sure calving supplies are on hand.

¢ Move heifers into clean, dry pastures,
and check frequently for calving
difficulties.

e Maintain calving records (birth weight,
tag numbers, cow IDs) and an effective
animal ID system.

¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically possible
and in accordance with FDA-approved
implant labels. Do not implant
replacement heifers.

e After calving, plan to move cow-calf
pairs to clean pasture to minimize
health risks.

Fall Calving Herd

e Continue using the best hay and feed
for lactating cows.

¢ Vaccinate calves more than 3
months old with a clostridial
vaccine (blackleg). Check with your
veterinarian about other vaccines
recommended for your area.

e Maintain breeding records.

120 13 14

11

18 19 20 21

25 26 27 28

Resource: Alabama Beef Cattle Research Updates
at www.aces.edu/go/878

['xtensmn

ALABAMA A&M & AUBURN UNIVERSITIES

Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member:
Rickey Hudson, hudsorg@aces.edu
Barbour, Coffee, Covington, Crenshaw, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston, and Pike Counties

)

15

22

- winter pastures to preven_t g(ass tetany."»l;

Friday Saturday

2 3

10

16 17

Find more information on beef cattle
management in the Southeast on the
Alabama Beef Systems Extension website
at www.aces.edu/beefsystems.



Brenda Glover

Regional Extension Agent,
Animal Science and Forages,
Stocker Producer

Extension provides research-based information to beef
producers in many different ways, from traditional to
high tech. We hold classroom meetings and hands-on
activities to teach best management practices. We also
provide digital resources including iBooks, recorded
meetings, social media posts, printed materials,
YouTube videos, webinars, and farm visits.

As an REA, one of my favorite programs is Women
in Ag for women in agriculture and taught by women
in agriculture.

Working with cattle producers is always a learning

experience, but | have learned that what works on one
farm doesn’t always work on the next. Producers have
to do what works best for their management style and
mically viable.

S
&

e 38




‘I-lealth Tlps ;

Winter Calving Hexrd K7 i |« Watch fort grass tetany, particularly- 7iactating 7-7‘:

e Calculate winter calving e > Ny — j cows grazmg lush pastures, , stch astall fescue‘-,
percentage. —or -annual ryegrass. = =

* If not already completed, N i . : ot s =0 Ik
conduct bull breeding soundness 5. \ ~/ ~ —— - e : -

evaluations and make sure bulls
are in good condition.
¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
possible and in accordance with AR R R T e — [
FDA-approved implant labels. Do 1 2 3
not implant replacement heifers.
¢ Breed heifers and cows. Heifers
bred in early March should calve
in mid-December. Cows bred in
late March should calve in early
January.

Spring Calving Herd
¢ Maintain calving records (birth
weight, tag numbers, cow IDs) and
an effective animal ID system.
¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant . | . | . . .
calves as soon as practically
possible and in accordance with 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7
FDA-approved implant labels. Do
not implant replacement heifers.
* Provide good nutrition for lactating Daylight Saving
cattle and first-calf heifers Time Begins St. Patrick’s Day
approaching breeding. - - - - - - -
* Make bull selection decisions 1 8 1 9 20 21 22 23 24
for upcoming breeding season.
Conduct breeding soundness
evaluations on bulls 60 days before
the start of breeding season. First Day

of Spring
Fall Calving Hexrd

e Maintain good breeding records. 25 | 26 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 | 31 |

e (QObserve cows and heifers for
return to heat.

e Schedule pregnancy checks for
45 to 60 days after the end of the
breeding season.

* Remove bulls by mid-March to Resource: Interested in learning more about the beef industry at home? Enroll in
finish calving season by late Xt the Beef Basics Online Course, an eight-week series with video lessons and more
December. e nSIOn on forages, nutrition, health, breeding/genetics, and consumer perceptions of the

beef industry. Enroll at https://aces.catalog.auburn.edu/courses/acesbeefbasic01.
Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member: Landon Marks, ’ l ‘ : P oo

xtension
mIm0013@aces.edu Cherokee, DeKalb, Etowah, and Jackson Counties




Tommy Martin

Triple M Farm

Active Participant
Alabama BCIA,
i1eel from ALFA

| have a controllec

begin to be born"a

through by Decembert 0" P
We usually have around 85calves a ye
It varies from yea ar, depending
how many bulls and heifers we have
sellﬁf?’teers d most of the heifer:

dO’t ﬂﬂ]ﬂﬁmﬂw [epldCeine P

strictly a CO
i35 percent 2
of my herd

of the catt :
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Winter Calving Hexd

¢ (Consider marketing late-calving :
cows that do not fit the calving Sunday | Monday ' Tuesday _Wednesday_ Thursday | Friday | Saturday

season. . 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 |

¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves by 4 months of age. Do not
implant replacement heifers.

e Breed cows. For calving in
mid-January, bulls need to go into

pastures in early April.

Spring Calving Herd 8 | 9 | 10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14

e Watch calves for illness, and
restock calving supplies.
¢ Provide good nutrition for lactating
cattle approaching breeding.
¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically { { { ! ! | .
possible and in accordance with
FDA-approved implant labels. Do 15 16 1 7 1 8 1 9 20 21
not implant replacement heifers.
e Conduct breeding soundness
evaluations on bulls before the
breeding season.
e Begin breeding replacement
heifers to calve about 1 month i 1 T T T - {
before cows. Heifers bred by early 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
May should calve by mid-February.
¢ For artificial insemination
programs, have ample semen
and supplies on hand. Schedule
for estrus synchronization
programs, and reserve an artificial Arbor Day

insemination technician. 29

Fall Calving Hexd

e Market bulls that will not be used
again for breeding.

e Schedule pregnancy checks for
45 to 60 days after the end of the
breeding season. . ‘ e

e (Observe cows and heifers for r Resource: Follow the Alabama Beef Systems Extension

return to heat. Xte n S I O n Program on Twitter at @ACESBeef.

ALABAMA A&M & AUBURN UNIVERSITIES

Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member:
Alex Tigue, dat0002@aces.edu

Blount, Calhoun, Jefferson, Marshall, and St. Clair Counties

Check us out on Tw1tter'



Jimmy, Jim, and Jay Collins

Multiple Generation,
Purebred and Commercial
Cow-Calf Operators

mmy GOollInS: EXtension Nas [
peration Since we star g
elied on AU and Extension for help making
vhat we are doing tomorrow as
/ears down the road.
nology In aqu‘AiilIlL!_)ﬂﬂL&i[i)im
g costs to anticipating calving dates to

BCOIas

e try to have this farm be as efficient as
 possible. We use a 1otof permanent pasture,
R j \ - : ~" _bahiagrass, bermudagrass, and fescue, and we
P : ; do a lot of overseeding with rye grass tryingto
, i get that commgouﬁprage program.

Jim Collins: Each g)eneration has tried to
——bring alittle more-efficiency to our farmand
add things we can do both for our prafitability |
“ = and for our.customers. We use forageswe
23 can economically produce and supplement
., nutritionally. We've worked on that for decades

-7 and could not have done it without Extension

T | 1E;uonlsts and a ronomqsts.

Wne éﬁlﬁgl 0 the Caftle business -

hould/start with'a tefind goal and identified

esources. They are remiss if.theyloverlook =
1al diﬁh“ producers.




Winter Calving Hexrd

Continue using the best pasture
available for lactating cows.
Vaccinate calves more than 3
months old with a clostridial
vaccine (blackleg). Check with your
veterinarian about other vaccines
recommended for your area.
Maintain breeding records.

Spring Calving Hexd

Calculate spring calving percentage.

If not already completed,
conduct bull breeding soundness
evaluations, and make sure bulls
are in good condition.

Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically
possible and in accordance with
FDA-approved implant labels. Do
not implant replacement heifers.
Breed heifers and cows. Heifers
bred in early May should calve in
mid-February. Cows bred in late
May should calve in early March.
Use high-quality warm-season
forage as it becomes available.

Fall Calving Hexrd

Wean calves depending on pasture
conditions and marketing plans.
After weaning, cull cows based

on pregnancy status, soundness,
health, and performance.

Consider implementing a calf
preconditioning program prior to
marketing to include the proper
vaccinations, deworming, weaning
strategies, and bunk breaking.
Make sure calves are weighed to
collect weaning weights within
age range accepted by breed
associations and for performance
record keeping.

Allow bulls to rest and regain condition.

Select replacement heifers and
permanently identify them.

Plan a heifer development program
to reach target breeding weights.

I-Iealth 'I'lps = 5
. Make sure adequate shade isa ble for

~— cattleas temperatures begm torise. “";;
=4 Implement fly and anaplasm03|s control”
A programs ’ =

e

Sunday | Monday ' Tuesday _Wednesday_ Thursday

1 2 3

133 14 15 16 17

Mother’s Day

20 21 22 23 24

27 28 29 30 31

Memorlal Day

Resource: Look forAIabama Extension beef '
r Xten Slon videos on the alcoopextension YouTube Channel. Y0u T“he

auaeama aam c ausurn unversies | EXteNsion Animal Science and Forages Team Member:
Paul Vining, tpv0001@aces.edu

Colbert, Fayette, Franklin, Lamar, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Marion, Walker, and
Winston Counties

Friday | Saturday

4 5

11 12

18 19

25 26

Visit the Alabama Extension YouTube
Channel (alcoopextension)

to view a series of beef management
videos on water quality, economics,
climate, and forages in beef systems.



Active in BCIA, USDA NRS(
Programs, AU Colle _j,' ot Ag,
State Commo dity Groups

On ourland,we make sure that we have nutritiot
for grazinﬁWﬁh plenty of lime and fertilize
whatever is required from the Soil tests. We tr
plant wheat and rye in the pastures to extend the
grazing season. For water, we have two Wells

of which we use for watering the cows

To new aﬂ|E]iI|![§dbj would say to qo siow
and keep good records. If you do a good jok
for ybur cows, they will do a good job foryc
One day my daughter will likely take over thi:
busihéés he has been around the far

long time and active in 4-H

Regarding e use of technology, we

artificial insemination

Wébu (1000

Extension has some reall xm
with us. Whenlnee 'vv nfe

Fertlllze_,pastures and hay flelds usmg 50|I tes't mformatlon




Work cattle early in the mornlng to reduce heat stress, hmlt tmj
== - cattle spend in confined areas, and prowde adequate shade.—
Prowde fresh, cool water forcattle confined for extended perlods

_+ Remove insecticidal fly tags as they become meffectlve
el Watch for plnkeye problems.—— '

Winter Calving Hexd

e Maintain good breeding records.

e (Observe cows and heifers for return
to heat.

e Schedule pregnancy checks for
45 to 60 days after the end of the
breeding season.

e Remove bulls by mid-June to end
calving season by late March.

Sunday | Monday _ Tuesday VVVednesdayr Thursday | Friday Saturday

1 2 |

Spring Calving Hexd

¢ Consider marketing late-calving
cows that do not fit the calving
season.

¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves by 4 months of age. Do not
implant replacement heifers. | ! | ! | | .

e Breed cows. For calving in
mid-March, bulls need to go into 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6
pastures in early June.

Fall Calving Herd

¢ Wean calves depending on pasture
conditions and marketing plans.

e After weaning, cull cows based [ ' [ [ [ ' '
on pregnancy status, soundness, 1 7 1 8 1 9 20 21 22 23
health, and performance.

e Consider implementing a calf
preconditioning program prior to
marketing to include the proper
vaccinations, deworming, weaning
strategies, and bunk breaking. ' _ ' ' ' _ .

e Make sure calves are weighed to
collect weaning weights within 24 25 26 27 28 29 30
age range accepted by breed
associations and for performance
record keeping.

e Select replacement heifers and
permanently identify them.

¢ Plan a heifer development program l |
to reach target breeding weights. r Resource: Learn more about upcoming events and current

Xten Slon questions in the beef industry on Facebook at Alabama Beef
Systems Extension.

ALABAMA A&M & AUBURN UNIVERSITIES

First Day
Father’s Day of Summer

Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member:
Brenda Glover, glovebs@aces.edu
Dallas, Hale, Lowndes, Marengo, Perry, and Wilcox Counties

Follow us on
Facebook!




Michelle EImore

Coordinator, Alabama'Bee
Improve ent Associat

Extensia n Specialist
Animal Science and Forage

A systems approach in‘'manage Ent.encompasses *
all aspects in a'beef operation and how they
interconnect. Land management, environmental
stewardship, business and economics, human

resources, and herd production and.efficiency
are all equally vital and interdependent to
sustainable and successful.

Worki?fg with numerous beef producer:
estabhsMK;;”%cessmg, and consultlng inrecord "
keeping practle teaches a beef producer where
a herd’s productlo |
inefficiencies exist.it:
make improvements.

Record keeping becomes vital to
provide precise informatio vmm*
informed management decisions.




Winter Calving Hexrd

Market bulls that will not be used
again for breeding.

Schedule pregnancy checks for
45 to 60 days after the end of the
breeding season.

Observe cows and heifers for
return to heat.

Spring Calving Herd

Continue using the best pasture
available for lactating cows.
Vaccinate calves more than 3
months old with a clostridial
vaccine (blackleg). Check with your
veterinarian about other vaccines
recommended for your area.
Maintain breeding records.

Fall Calving Hexrd

Finish weaning late calves.

Cull cows based on pregnancy
status, soundness, health, and
performance.

Select and permanently identify
replacement heifers.

Plan a heifer development program
to reach target breeding weights.

XtenSIOn website at www.albcia.com
e

ALABAMA A&M & AUBURN UNIVERSITIES

Sunday

.

15

22

29

Monday ' Tuesday _VVednesday_ Thursday | Friday | Saturday

2 3 4 5 B 7

Independence
Day

9 10 1 12 13 14

6 17 18 19 20 21

23 24 25 26 27 28

30 31

“.,  Alabama Beef t Association

" oy st 736

2017 ALBIA Annual Meeting

Resource: Alabama Beef Cattle Improvement Association & '

Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member: Learn more about the Alabama Beef
Michelle Elmore, elmormf@aces.edu, Extension Specialist and  Cattle Improyement Association
Alabama Beef Cattle Improvement Association Coordinator at www.albcia.com.



 Charlie Madaris
CK Cattle

Active Participant in
the Alabama Cattlemen’s
Association and the

Alabama Beef Cattle
Improvement Association

Environmental stewardship is a big part
of what we do. You have to maintain
what you are working with for future
generations. Taking care of the animals
is part of it, but taking care of the land is
also important. y

You really have to love the animals and
the land. It’s a seven-day-a-week job that
never ends. We might be up in the middle
. of the night, caring for animals or fixing

'\a a fence, but it is rewarding as well as
_physically trying.

' The BQA program has really helped us
a lot, teaching us better practices for
handling the animals and for their care.
We try to work with what’s best for the
animals’ welfare as well as for product
alue to us.




l-lealth Tlps

——shade and water , >
e Watch for pinkeye and anaplasm05|s problem S
msects remam abundant ‘

Winter Calving Hexd

e Wean calves depending on pasture
conditions and marketing plans.

e After weaning, cull cows based on
pregnancy status, soundness, health,
and performance.

e (Consider implementing a calf
preconditioning program prior to
marketing to include the proper
vaccinations, deworming, weaning
strategies, and bunk breaking.

e Make sure calves are weighed to
collect weaning weights within age
range accepted by breed associations
and for performance record keeping.

e Allow bulls to rest and regain
condition. [ | [ [ [ _ .

¢ Select replacement heifers and
permanently identify them. 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7 1 8

¢ Plan a heifer development program to
reach target breeding weights.

Sunday | Monday _ Tuesday _Wednesday_ Thursday | Friday | Saturday

1 2 3 4

Spring Calving Herd
e Maintain good breeding records.
e (Observe cows and heifers for return

o tSOCII:ngIe pregnancy checks for 45 to 1 9 | 20 | 21 | 22 23 | 24 | 25

60 days after the end of the breeding
season.

e Remove hulls by mid-August to end
calving season by late May.

Fall Calving Hexd | | | | . |
e (Check weaned calves regularly for
health problems. 26 27 28 29 30 31
e Separate bred heifers from the cows,
and provide adequate nutrition.

e Organize calving supplies and move lBOOkS
fall-calving females close to CF°“ I
handling facilities. tt e

¢ Evaluate herd sire options for the ) ) ]
upcoming breeding season. r Resource: Check out Beef Basics, Extension’s iBook on getting

Xten Slon started in the beef industry. Free to download from the Apple
iTunes store.

ALABAMA A&M & AUBURN UNIVERSITIES

Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member:
Johnny Gladney, gladnjb@aces.edu

Bibb, Choctaw, Greene, Pickens, Sumter, and Tuscaloosa Counties
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Leo ollmger |

Stock Cattl\t’P
National Stocker = = .
Producer of the Year 2009,

Former ACA/ALFA"Ofﬁ or

Being a cattleman and *
;;

&

life that has provided
several generations

is.a fifth- generatlon cattleman |n my famrly
Profitability and a passmn for the cattle
business have provrded our famlly s heritage
as cattle producers =0

Alabama Extensron has been an integral
part of our operation, providing useful ) L\
information and assistance. Cattle paid for % . % \
most of my education and helped educate ' 0
my children at Auburn University. We will
own cattle in retirement.

g =My approach to systems management has
been to be reasonably conservative with
risks and learn to embrace change while
being flexible.

. &.I':'repare to stockplle tall fescue and bermudagrass pastures for wr te
* WWatch dalllsgrass pastures for er’gr‘chontammatron




Winter Calving Hexd

e Wean calves depending on
pasture conditions and marketing
plans.

e After weaning, cull cows based
on pregnancy status, soundness,
health, and performance.

¢ (Consider implementing a calf
preconditioning program prior to
marketing to include the proper
vaccinations, deworming, weaning
strategies, and bunk breaking.

e Make sure calves are weighed to
collect weaning weights within
age range accepted by breed
associations and for performance
record keeping.

* Select replacement heifers and
permanently identify them.

¢ Plan a heifer development 2 3 4 5
program to reach target breeding
weights.

prowde adequate: shade and water
= Watch for pmkeye

Monday

"_'lii ﬁl!"L

Tuesday

W(w i o

Sunday

'-u mn cnv

1

Spring Calving Hexd
. Labor Day ‘
e Market bulls that will not be used [ L
again for breeding.
¢ Schedule pregnancy checks for 9 1 0
45 to 60 days after the end of the
breeding season.
¢ (Observe cows and heifers for ‘ ‘

return to heat.

Fall Calving Hexd

e Make sure calving supplies are on
hand. ‘

¢ Move heifers into clean, dry ’
pastures, and check frequently for
calving difficulties.

¢ Maintain calving records (birth
weight, tag numbers, cow IDs) and
an effective animal ID system.

¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically
possible and in accordance with
FDA-approved implant labels. Do
not implant replacement heifers.

e After calving, plan to move cow-
calf pairs to clean pasture to
minimize health risks.

19

25 26

Resource: Alabama Beef Systems website at

r Xte n S I O n www.aces.edu/beefsystems

acasama aam o ausurn universities | Extension Animal Science and Forages Team
Member: Kelly Palmer, ridleka@aces.edu

Baldwin, Butler, Clarke, Conecuh, Mobile, Monroe, and Washington Counties

Wednesday Thursday

. Reduce cattlestress durmg hot weather =

Saturday

5

Friday

14 15

13

20 21 22

First Day
of Fall

27 29

Pxtension s —-- =]

=
AamSyEoa3n

Find more beef cattle management tips in the
Southeast on the Alabama Beef Systems Extension
website at www.aces.edu/beefsystems.



\Win Parmer

ommercial Producer,

Active in Alabama

of Cattle Improvement Association

'un a 300-head herd of commercial

ve by the calendar. My bulls are put in pasture
vith cows December 20 for calving in October,
November, and December—a 90-day calving

my favorite mon'fIMeﬁ I'see

=

E 4
]

==

==

ss. One important thing to
if you had a big hay crop last
to put fertilizer back in that soil.

g' ut of the fand, you need to put

s }f."l.’.;‘:”«"’
. L g

gbr,d %ge_ﬁpi’n?g;_téj_j%me where Fam with my herd
and I need to improve. BCIA helps me get
c ﬁ‘i ) o _l,gj,;h%,'f Ry T 5 YA B .
< : ti n haa’helped our cattle
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Winter Calving Hexd
¢ Finish weaning late calves.

e Cull cows based on pregnancy

status, soundness, health, and
performance.

Select and permanently identify
replacement heifers.

Plan a heifer development program
to reach target breeding weights.

Sprlng Calving Herd
e Wean calves depending on pasture
conditions and marketing plans.

After weaning, cull cows based on

pregnancy status, soundness, health,

and performance.

Consider implementing a calf
preconditioning program prior to
marketing to include the proper
vaccinations, deworming, weaning
strategies, and bunk breaking.
Make sure calves are weighed to
collect weaning weights within
age range accepted by breed
associations and for performance
record keeping.

Allow bulls to rest and regain
condition.

Select replacement heifers and
permanently identify them.

Plan a heifer development program
to reach target breeding weights.

Fall Calving Herd
¢ Maintain calving records (birth

weight, tag numbers, cow IDs) and
an effective animal ID system.

¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant

calves as soon as practically
possible and in accordance with
FDA-approved implant labels. Do not
implant replacement heifers.
Provide good nutrition for lactating
cattle and first-calf heifers
approaching breeding.

Make bull selection decisions for
upcoming breeding season. Conduct
breeding soundness evaluations

on bulls 60 days before the start of
breeding season.

XtenSIOn website at www.albcia.com

acasama aam o avsurn universiies | Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member:

Sunday | Monday ' Tuesday _Wednesdﬂ_ Thursday | Friday | Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11* 12 13

Columbus Day ‘

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

22 23 24 25 26 27

Halloween

Resource: Alabama Beef Cattle Improvement Association Learn more about the

Alabama Beef Cattle
Improvement Association

Michelle Elmore, elmormf@aces.edu, Extension Specialist atwww.albcia.com.

— Alabama Beef Cattle Improvement Association Coordinator
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Winter Calving Hexd

Spﬂng Calving Herd

Check weaned calves regularly for
health problems.

Separate bred heifers from the cows,
and provide adequate nutrition.
Organize calving supplies and move
winter-calving females close to
handling facilities.

Evaluate herd sire options for the

upcoming breeding season. Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

levels of insecticide that tend to promote development of reS|sta y
. FoIIow up on mternal parasﬂe control practlces —

_ \ 7,

¢ Wean calves depending on pasture
conditions and marketing plans.
After weaning, cull cows based on
pregnancy status, soundness, health,
and performance.

Consider implementing a calf
preconditioning program prior to
marketing to include the proper
vaccinations, deworming, weaning
strategies, and bunk breaking.

Make sure calves are weighed to collect
weaning weights within age range

e Daylight Saving
accepted by breed associations and for Time Ends Election Day

performance record keeping. | | | | | | .
Select replacement heifers and

permanently identify them. 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5 1 6 1 7
Plan a heifer development program to

reach target breeding weights.

I'all Calving Herd

e Watch calves for illness, and restock Veterans Day

calving supplies. [ ' [ ' [ ' '
Provide good nutrition for lactating 1 8 1 9 20 21 22 23 24
cattle approaching breeding.

Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically possible
and in accordance with FDA-approved
implant labels. Do not implant
replacement heifers. ' _ ' _ ' _
Conduct breeding soundness evaluations

on bulls before the breeding season. 25 26 27 28 29 30

Begin breeding replacement heifers

to calve about 1 month before cows. _ | Beef Systems

Thanksgiving

Heifers bred by early December should Management

calve by mid-September. Handbook

For artificial insemination programs, Focus is on

have ample semen and supplies | . |_environmental

on hand. Schedule for estrus Resource: Visit www.aces.edu/beefsystems, Systems 2:)1"3?3::2;2;3 -

synchronization programs, and reserve rXte nSI On Management for publications, videos, webinars, and more beef operations

an artificial insemination technician. NI IIINTN T on sustainable land-animal management practices. in the Southeast.
Available free

Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member:

Josh Elmore, elmorjb@aces.edu to download at
’ : ' www.aces.edu/

Autauga, Bullock, Chilton, Elmore, Macon, Montgomery, and Russell Counties beefsystems.




Little Mot ntaln Farm

Activéﬁiin Alabama £
Cattlemen’s Association,
Former Alabama BCIA Officer

. We are a seed stock purebred Srmmental operation. We

rebre 'Angus We are a 100 percentAI operatlon and
lves are either ET or Al calves.

We face different challenges every day Among these are
: arketmg and keeplng our cattle in front of the people .
ha we breed today is what we antrcrpate the market
ill be in two years s%&berng‘able to stay sharp and ahead
‘of what people want is a pretty brgdchallenge

r resources for information include Alabama Cattlemen,
Alabara, eef Cattle tmprovement Association, Alabama
1Sior taff and the herdbookdatabase from the

~;know who'You are dawhat
/ isgood at helplng seta plan and goa s an
o make thrngs happen And that's pretty |mportant stuff.

por et

arffadjust nutrr onal program as needed

condltron sc res,




: weathered hay is the prlmary forage source.”

\ HealthTips == N =
* Monitor catfle for Ilce = —— : == == : ‘ =

Winter Calving Hexrd

e Make sure calving supplies are on hand.

* Move heifers into clean, dry Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
pastures, and check frequently for 3 | i e 3 . ok - ' ‘
calving difficulties. 1

e Maintain calving records (birth
weight, tag numbers, cow IDs) and
an effective animal ID system.

¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant
calves as soon as practically
possible and in accordance with
FDA-approved implant labels. Do
not implant replacement heifers.

e After calving, plan to move cow-calf
pairs to a clean pasture to minimize
health risks.

Spring Calving Hexd |
¢ Finish weaning late calves. T —T T

e (Cull cows based on pregnancy 9 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 4 1 5
status, soundness, health, and
performance.

¢ Select and permanently identify
replacement heifers. ‘ ‘

¢ Plan a heifer development program
to reach target breeding weights.

Fall Calving Herd 16 | 17 | 18 | 1 9' 20 | 21 | 22 |

¢ Finish weaning late calves. ‘ ’
¢ |f not already completed, conduct

bull breeding soundness evaluations

and make sure bulls are in good First Day

condition. of Winter
¢ Tag, castrate, dehorn, and implant

calves as soon as practically . 23 ‘ y 24 | 25 | 26 27 | 28 | 29

possible and in accordance with

FDA-approved implant labels. Do
not implant replacement heifers. 4; .
¢ Breed heifers and cows. Heifers 30 31
bred in early December should
calve in mid-September. Cows bred New Year'skve | Christmas Day > &
in late December should calve in : : : U
early October. Resource: Beef Quality Assurance Program at www.bga.org
r Xten Sl n Extension Animal Science and Forages Team Member: — _
Auasama aam o ausurn unversmes | Soren Rodning, rodnisp@aces.edu, Extension Veterinarian ~ BQA provides information to beef cattle

producers and consumers about common
sense and scientific management practices
and environmental conditions.

and Beef Quality Assurance Program Coordinator



: Extension Resources for
ension Beef Cattle Producers

Alabama Beef Cattle
Improvement Association

The mission of the Alabama Beef Cattle Improvement Association is to
promote, educate, and facilitate the use of performance data, record keeping,
and marketing opportunities for BCIA members, while providing a leadership
role to improve the Alabama cattle industry. Learn more at www.albcia.com.

Beef Systems Management Handbook

This handbook focuses on environmental management considerations in beef operations
in the Southeast. It is available free to download at www.aces.edu/beefsystems as
individual publications or as the complete handbook.

Beef Basics Online Course and iBook

The Beef Basics online course is a free class for those interested in getting into the beef business

or for those just beginning. Enroll using your email address for access to videos, publications,
and lessons on beef cattle forage management, nutrition, health, genetics, and consumer e
relations. Following completion of the course, download your certificate of completion. A

supporting text, Beef Basics iBook, is available free to download from the Apple iTunes Store.

Get it on

@& iBooks

Alabama Beef Systems
Extension Website

Find more information on beef cattle management tips in the

Southeast on the Alabama Beef Systems Extension website at
- ~-— www.aces.edu/beefsystems. Check the website for upcoming
- = events, publications, webinars, and more!




Follow Us on Facebook

Like our Facebook page at Alabama Beef Systems
Extension for updates on events, news, and more
from the Animal Science and Forages Extension Team.

Check Us Out on Twitter

Share our information via Twitter by following @ACESBeef.

Sign Up for Our
Monthly Newsletter

Visit our website at www.aces.edu/beefsystems to sign up for

a monthly newsletter from the Alabama Beef Systems Extension
Program. Get the latest on new videos, publications, and more by
signing up in our MailChimp platform.

Videos on Alabama
Extension YouTube YOUULL

Visit the Alabama Extension YouTube Channel (alcoopextension)
to view a series of beef management videos on water quality,
economics, climate, and forages in beef systems.

= YouQ[li Search

> »l o) 004321

Grazing stockpiled Tall Fescue in North Alabama
;_g ALBeefSystemsExtension

1 Subscribe e .
w 801 views

Timely —
Informatlon rxtensmn TIMELV INFI:RMA'I'ION
Frequently asked questions are addressed =
by Extension’s Animal Science and
Forages Team through Timely Information
publications. On the Alabama Beef
Systems website, visit Timely Information
and Research Updates for the latest

publications from our team. Download,
print, and save them for future reference!

Visit our Alabama Beef Systems
website to view our monthly Animal
Science and Forages webinar!
Paension PIATS \ Webinars are broadcast live at 10:00
. el a.m. (CT) on the second Wednesday

’ " of the month. Missed the live version?
The link to the archive allows viewers
to check back at any time to learn
more about the topic areas presented.

Alabama 4-H Beef It Up!

Alabama 4-H is piloting this new program in
2017-2018. Emphasis is on raising beef animals for
meat production and understanding issues related
to the commercial beef industry. The program will
culminate in an event April 7, 2018. Contact your
county’s 4-H Foundation Regional Extension Agent
for the Beef It Up! rules.
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Fencing, a water system, and a Rhéndling facility

are essential for a beef system ito fully implement

proper grazing management and for managing*
s ¥

_.aherd health program.
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Beef Quality Assurance Program: www.bga.org ’ (

Alabama Farmers Federation: www.alfafarmers.o

Alabama Cattlemen’s Association: www.bamabe

Alabama Livestock Market News: 2
. £ 38 . %2 -
- Www.agi.alabama.gov/divisions/livestock-market-news, .-

,,,,,

. ' =, '
~~Alabama Weekly Feedstuff/Production Cost Report: ~ S=.._= = iy ="
W\A{W.ams'.usda.goy/mnreports/mg_gr210.txt J

FEATURED | ~ Southeast Cattle Advisor: www.secattleadvisor.com
Eee e USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service-Alabama: //

www.nrcs.usda.gov/wp§/p0|1al/nrcs/site’?al/home/ ;

AWeeknight Fiesta
- —'i%;,« 4
y USDA Farm Service Agency—Alabama:
- www.fsa.usda:gov/state-offices/Alabama/index

¥ 4 ‘,
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