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Nitrate Testing Offered at NPM Field Day

A potential new component to NPM
field days was explored recently when
NPM Regional Specialist Richard Proost
added free nitrate testing of drinking
water to the William Thull field day
activities. Farmers were encouraged to
bring water samples to the Thull farm,
located in Washington County near
Kewaskum, though mailings and media
announcements prior to the field day.

Using a portable test kit, drinking
water samples were tested for nitrates
before, during and after the field day
presentations. Of the samples brought to
the field day, none had nitrate levels
exceeding normal background levels of
two parts per million. "This is surprising"
said featured speaker Ron Hennings,
Assistant Director of Wisconsin Geologi-

cal and Natural History Survey, "because

Superior, but rather from rainfall that landghe use of nontraditional com rootworm

close to the farmstead.

Said Hennings, "..the quality of the
water you drink is influenced by your
activities on the land. Its much easier to
protect your drinking water from
pollution than it is to clean it up!"

In addition to
the water quality
portion of the field
day, presentations
were made on com
rootworm control,
whole farm
nutrient manage-
ment, and status of
the 1993 com crop
in southeastern
Wisconsin.
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program spoke on

control methods. Said Jensen, "University
studies have shown that nontraditional
methods such as molasses, turpentine,
sulfur, and a mixtures of diatomaceous
earth, molasses, kelp and soybean meal

(continued on page 3

Grants Fund Innovative NPM Projects

As the result of recent grant awards
from the University of Wisconsin-
Extension (UWEX) and the UWEX
Water Resources Coordinating Council,
the NPM Program will be initiating three
new outreach projects in the months
ahead.

With funding from UWEX Dean Ayse
Somersan's Innovative Grants Program,
Karen Talarczyk, NPM southwest
regional specialist, will head a team to
reactivate and revitalize a rural neighbor-
hood network working for improved
water quality.

The project will take place in the Little
Sugar River watershed of Green County.
The network will combine educational
programs (such as drinking water testing
programs) with social activities to deliver
the water quality protection and sound

NPM outreach specialist Laura Ward
Good received funding from the Innova-
tive Grants Program to develop a manure
crediting wheel. The wheel will be a
pocket-sized publication that will allow
users to determine nutrient credit esti-
mates from manure applications without
performing any calculations. Farmers can
simply dial in their application rate and
the fertilizer replacement value of the
manure will appear in a window on the
wheel. Text on the back of the wheel will
explain how to use the wheel and the
benefits of crediting manure nutrients.

John Exo and Fred Madison, NPM
USDA water quality liaison and NPM
faculty advisor, respectively, along with
Kevin Erb, nutrient management special-
ist with the East River (Brown County)
Water Quality Project, will explore the

land stewardship message in a relaxed anféasibility of combining rotational grazing

participant-friendly manner.
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