
2022 Eastern Region 
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Greenhouse, 
and 

Landscaping Tour
(Central Florida)



2022 Nursery Tour Committee Members

Seth Whitehouse Evangelon James Gregg Upchurch

Phil Haar Ty Petty Lee Rumble Dr. Liz Felter



2022 was our year!

Awarded 12 Points
Categories 3, 10, and 12



Scheduling our tour stops



Others that were implemental

Focus Areas:
- Water use 
- Reduced pesticide use
- Disease resistant varieties
- Effective management of nutrient inputs
- Embracing crop diversity
- Adoption of BMPs
- Implementing creative marketing strategies

Training for Extension Educators 
for Sustainable Agriculture Practices



Dinner in Historic Downtown Sanford



• Family owned over 50 years
• Wayne Bowron
• Wholesale production
• Over 200 Acres
• Mix their own soil
• Quick turn instead of 

stagnate grow
• 1 Person per 5 acres



• Ty Strode
• Indoor foliage 
• Small fruits
• Apopka: Indoor 

foliage capitol of
the world

• Tissue culture lab



• Mark Berner
• 8-Acres under roof
• Double curtain shade cloth
• Tissue culture from China
• 30% Peroxide sterilization of 

water



• 100 Acres
• 1.7 Billion (value 

added 8 billion)
• Plant pathology, 

entomology, 
horticulturist, 
fruits, research -
18 stations in 
total



• 1962 formed (Mr. Knox)

• 150-175 million plugs a year

• 150 employees-H2A labor

• Most material to SE US

• 37-acres (24 production)



• Native plants/ Florida friendly 
• Endangered Gopher Apple (for 

tortoises)
• Restoration of endangered species with 

agencies
• Supplies other nurseries with liners 

throughout the SE US
• ~ 250 species



• 1,000 acres with 600 under irrigation
• 10,000 acres in FL. Mostly citrus
• 600 employees
• Grown 15% in volume but cut water by 50%
• Aquifer and lake 



• Largest winery in Florida
• 80-acres in production
• 1800 cases of wine a day/ 2-million bottles a 

year 
• Fertigation 
• 41,600 grape vine root borer moths



2022 Nursery Tour Evaluations
Number of nursery growers 3

Number of UT Extension Agents/Specialists 8
Number of TSU Extension Agents/Specialists 3

Regional Program Leader 1
Total # of participants 15

Total # of evaluation form submitted 13

Reported Benefit Total Possible Benefit %
This tour helped develop networking relationships with Extension 

Agents and/or other nursery growers. 10.0 10.0 100%
I learned new sustainable agriculture practices.

9.4 10.0 94%
Acquired knowledge of research-based practices that reduce pesticide 

use. 9.4 10.0 94%
Acquired knowledge of research-based practices that reduce fertilizer 

usage. 9.1 10.0 91%
Acquired knowledge of research-based practices that reduce irrigation 

water use. 9.8 10.0 98%
I learned about new labor saving-strategies. 9.1 10.0 91%

I plan to utilize sustainable agriculture practices in my nursery or 
include them in my educational programs 9.9 10.0 99%

$0 - $2,500 $2,500 - $10,000 $10,000 - $20,000 over $20,000 N/A
What is the economic benefit to you based on knowledge gained and 

contacts made on the Tour? 3 3 1 2 4

AgriStarts

Cherrylake



Join us in 2023!
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