NRCS-Organic Crosswalk Summary:
NRCS Conservation Practice Standards for Cropland that  Relate to
National Organic Program Crop Production Standards
NOP Rule, Section 205.202  Land Requirements: 


“(c) Have distinct, defined boundaries and buffer zones such as runoff diversions to prevent the unintended application of a prohibited substance to the crop or contact with a prohibited substance applied to adjoining land that is not under organic management."

Resource Concern:  Plant Condition
Related NRCS Conservation practices:

327 Conservation cover
391 Riparian Forest Buffer
386 Field Borders
390 Riparian Herbaceous Buffer
393 Filter Strips
380 Windbreak and Shelterbelt Establishment
422 Hedgerow Planting
650 Windbreak and Shelterbelt Renovation
NOP Rule, Section 205.203  Soil fertility and crop nutrient management standard: 

 
“(a) The producer must select and implement tillage and cultivation practices that maintain or improve the physical, chemical, and biological condition of soil and minimize soil erosion."

Resource Concern:  Soil Erosion

Related NRCS Conservation practices:

311 Alley Cropping
412 Grassed Waterway
327 Conservation Cover
603 Herbaceous wind Barriers
328 Conservation Crop Rotation
484 Mulching
332 Contour Buffer Strip
345 Residue and Tillage Management - Mulch Till
330 Contour Farming
329 Residue and Tillage Management - No Till
331 Contour Orchards and other 
346 Residue and Tillage Management - Ridge Till

Fruit Areas
344 Residue and Tillage Management – Seasonal
340 Cover Crop
557 Row Arrangement
342 Critical Area Planting
585 Strip Cropping
588 Cross Wind Ridges
609 Surface Roughening
589 Cross Wind Trap Strips
600 Terrace
324 Deep Tillage
601 Vegetation Barriers

386 Field Border
638 Water and Sediment Control Basin
393 Filter Strip
380 Windbreak and Shelterbelt Establishment
410 Grade Stabilization Structure
650 Windbreak and Shelterbelt Renovation
NOP Rule Section 205-203: Soil fertility and crop nutrient management standard: 


(b) The producer must manage crop nutrients and soil fertility through rotations, cover crops, and the application of plant and animal materials; 


(c) The producer must manage plant and animal materials to maintain or improve soil organic matter content in a manner that does not contribute to contamination of crops, soil, or water by plant nutrients, pathogenic organisms, heavy metals, or residues of prohibited substances.

Resource Concern:  Water Quality (nutrients, salinity, sediment, pesticides, pathogens)
NOP Rule Section 205-203: Soil fertility and crop nutrient management standard, continued: 

Related NRCS Conservation practices:
317 Composting Facility
393 Filter Strips

328 Conservation Crop Rotation
590 Nutrient Management
340 Cover Crops
798 Seasonal High Tunnel
NOP Rule Section 205-204: Seeds and planting stock practice standard. 


(a) The producer must use organically grown seeds, annual seedlings, and planting stock.

(  Seeds for any plantings for NRCS practices must also meet this standard. If organic seeds, seedlings and planting stock are not commercially available, untreated, non-genetically modified seeds or stock may be used.

NOP Rule Section 205-205: Crop rotation practice standard. 


The producer must implement a crop rotation including but not limited to sod, cover crops, green manure crops, and catch crops that provide the following functions that are applicable to the operation: 


(a) Maintain or improve soil organic matter content;

(b) Provide for pest management in annual and perennial crops;

(c) Manage deficient or excess plant nutrients; and 


(d) Provide erosion control.
Resource Concerns:  Soil erosion, soil condition, water quality.
Related NRCS Conservation practices:
328 Conservation Crop rotation
590 Nutrient Management
340 Cover Crops
595 Integrated Pest Management
NOP Rule Section 205-206: Crop pest, weed, and disease management practice standard. 


(a) The producer must use management practices to prevent crop pests, weeds, and diseases 


(b) Pest problems may be controlled through mechanical or physical methods per NOP rules.

Resource Concern:  Plant Condition

Related NRCS Conservation practices:
311 Alley Cropping
422 Hedgerow Planting

328 Conservation Crop Rotation
595 Integrated Pest Management
340 Cover Crops
484 Mulching
386 Field  Border
798 Seasonal High Tunnel

( Emphasis on preventive, mechanical, physical, and biological pest controls in organic systems contributes to protection of soil, water, plants, and human health from potential impacts of pesticides.  Organic applications of IPM greatly reduce use of spray materials; these are limited to NOP-allowed materials that generally have lower environmental and health impacts than conventional pesticides.


NOTE:  additional information on the EQIP Organic Initiative, including a correlation chart between NRCS and NOP standards, can be found on the National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service web site at http://www.attra.ncat.org/eqip/ (scroll down the page for correlation chart).  


The NRCS web page for the EQIP organic initiative, which includes a list of Organic Farming NRCS State Contact persons, is http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/eqip/organic/
