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2. Goals. The goals of the project were to demonstrate the use of cover crops in
remediating a compacted soil, and to compare on a large-plot scale some of the cover-
cropping options most feasible for processing vegetable growers. The demonstration was
a follow-up to the SARE-funded project "Management Strategies for Improved Soil
Quality with Emphasis on Soil Compaction". Most processing vegetable growers in the
state produce wheat as a rotation crop or a cover crop. Many frost-seed clover into the
standing wheat in very early spring, and leave the clover to grow past wheat harvest to
the following spring. Often, however, frost seeded clover does not "catch", or produce a
good stand. We specifically wanted to look at potential ways to improve stand
establishment and clover growth, and to compare this frost-seeded clover with other
cover crops.

3. Farm Update. L-Brooke Farms has not changed appreciably since the project began.
The NY Crop Research Facility, where the project was conducted, has just finished its
third growing season as a grower-owned, industry-driven research facility.

4. Cooperators. Lee Stivers, NYCRF manager, served as the main technical advisor and
conducted the demonstration at the NY Crop Research Facility. NYCRF is governed by
a board of directors representing vegetable producers and processors which oversees
projects and activities at the farm. R.B. Glazier, a partner at L-Brooke Farms, sits on this
board.

5. Project Activities: The cover crops demonstration was established on approximately
10 acres at NYCRF. The soils in this field had been heavily cropped, primarily in turf,
for many years, and was of poor physical, chemical and biological quality. There was a
standing crop of wheat in the field when the project started in March, 2000. Soil samples
were taken from a number of locations within the 10 acre field and frozen to serve as a
baseline. The following is a plot-by-plot description of the NYCRF cover crops
demonstration field, 2000-2001. Each plot was approximately % of an acre.
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